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We invite our neighbors to come to the 

Lord’s table to join us in building up the 

body of Christ. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

 

At the dawn of this year it serves us well to heed Brother Martin and to claim his 
morning blessing as our own for this new year: 

In the morning, as soon as you get out of bed, you are to remember your baptism, 
making the sign of the holy cross and say:  Under the care of the Father, Son,  

and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Baptized as we are in this name, we are held in hands far stronger than our own, 
praying that we may “go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only 
that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (from Morning Prayer). 
 

In our baptism we are claimed and claim the name of Jesus.  Jesus’ name means, 
“The Lord makes room.”  Luke the Gospel writer plays with the name as he tells Je-
sus’ story.  He says they laid Jesus in a manger because there was “no place for them 
in the inn.”  The baby Jesus grows up to befriend any and all with no place, making a 
place for them at his table.  Everyone had a place with Jesus.   
 

Once Jesus visited the home of Zacchaeus, a tax collector with no place in society.  
When he arrived, Jesus announced, “Today salvation has come to this house,” which 
was a play on words, since the word for salvation was also Jesus’ name, “Today the 
Lord makes a place at your house, Zacchaeus!” 
 

Today, now, in this time Jesus makes a place for you in Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  In this place, the proclamation of the good news makes room for you ---  
through the Word proclaimed; the wet grace of forgiveness offered in Baptism; the 
Holy Meal celebrated; and the welcoming grace of hospitality and fellowship shared 
and received.  In the name of Jesus we explore new ways to live in God’s great grace 
--- so that we can get on with the living of these days, feeding the hungry, the calm-
ing of the anguished, the welcoming of the stranger, educating the young --- or what-
ever else those who are the least among us may from time to time require.  
 

We take his name upon us, baptized as we are in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  There is no place we can be but where God, the Lord, makes room for us.  
Wherever the place, that’s God’s place too.  Go into the New Year with that comfort. 

~Pastor Steve 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: every-
thing old has passed away; see everything has 
become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

We are Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, com-

mitted to being a loving and welcoming commu-

nity of faith in Jesus Christ.  As a community of 

God we welcome all.  

We rejoice in the manner in which diversity 

enriches, nurtures, and challenges the life and 

ministry we share in Christ. We embrace actions 

and attitudes within the Church that assure 

access to Word and Sacrament regardless of 

gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-

economic or marital status, physical or mental 

capacities, age or race. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ com-

munity.  

All are welcome. 

 

WINTER WORSHIP: 

Sunday school 9:15am 

8:00am & 10:30am 
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View from the Pew: 

When I once was asked to give a fill-in sermon, I joked 
about being assigned to a low-visibility time slot of the 
Sunday after Easter.  

Like a lot of things in life that we look forward to, it is easy to get 
excited about coming to church for the festivals of Christmas and 
Easter, even as regular worshipers. There's considerably less 
glamour associated with the worship services that follow those 
major events.  
Yet much as Advent and Lent are important phases in the buildup 
to Christmas and Easter, there's also value in the periods of the 
church year that come next. January is something of a downer in 
many respects, with most people returning to school or work 
after the holidays. The anticipation of Christmas is replaced by the 
cold of winter and the thickness of the Salt Lake Valley air.  
Even aside from the concept of New Year's resolutions, though, 
January is a good time for resetting ourselves and contemplating 
what's ahead for us in the coming year. That applies to church 
services, in a time when Easter feels like it's a long way away 
(although earlier than usual in 2016). This is a good time to 
remind ourselves why we come to church, even when there's no 
adrenaline rush or memories evoked by Christmas hymns and 
other familiar elements.  
In some ways, it is good to get back to the roots of basic worship, 
when being there requires some internal motivation. 
Here's hoping you will experience those rewards, even 
after the Christmas celebration.  
           ~Kurt Kragthorpe 

Library Corner:  Copies of the Lutheran Magazine and 
the Smithsonian are available in the library! 
 

The Library Guild meets on Tuesdays at 10:30am in the library. Come 
and be a part of this Small Group. We welcome any religious and chil-
dren’s books donated to the church library. When donating, please drop 
your books into the wooden drop box with a note.  Please donate your 
fiction books to the public library. Thank you! 

 
 

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR OVERDUE BOOKS!   

Parents: Please assist your children when checking out the library 
books by making sure a full name is written on the 
check out card. Also, remind your child(ren) to be re-
spectful of the church library books! 

CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER  

NEEDS FOR JANUARY:  
 

CHECK THE CROSSROADS WEBSITE FOR 
JANUARY NEEDS.  THEY WERE NOT 
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING. 

  

GENERAL FUND BUDGET UPDATE 
for 2015  

For the month of November, Zion’s weekly 

envelopes and loose offerings, including 

one-time gifts spread across the year 

amounted to $39,089, compared to our 5-

week donation budget of $42,660. This is 

92% of the amount needed to balance our 

budget for this 5-week period.  Year to date, 

with one month to go, we have received 

$358,062, or 87% of funds needed to bal-

ance our 2015 budget.  

In the years before the actual gospels were 

written down, Paul described the abundant 

giving that came from local Gentile church-

es for the benefit of Judean believers during 

a crushing famine in the late AD 40s. (2 Co-

rinthians 8:1-15.) Paul wrote to these local 

churches, “For you know the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 

you through his poverty might become 

rich.” 

For the Organ Capital campaign, we have 

received pledges of $51,515 (of $220,000 

total including the original proposal plus a 

10% tithe.) We currently have received 

$55,773, which can be used to begin the 

upgrades.  

We praise God for your generosity.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Fred Strohacker,  

Church Council Treasurer 
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However, pastoral care is woven into the fabric of my call 
to serve as your pastor.  Pastoral ministry is (forgive the 
tautology) pastoral.  So, if you are in the hospital, have a 
surgery scheduled, desire a visit, have the blues and want 
to talk, request a prayer or desire to be in prayer, in fact, 
most any time that you want to contact me, please do not 
hesitate to call or email (office 801 582 2321; home 801 
262 4036; email:  pastor@zelc.org 

Request:  I need a worship assistant for Sunday mornings, 
especially on festival and baptismal Sundays.  In effect, this 
person would be my shadow and go-fer. 

Even as I try to be attentive and available on Sunday 
mornings, distractions oft arise:   my microphone needs 
batteries; a candle lighter is stuck; I forgot the hand-held 
microphone/my glasses/worship folder; the water in the 
font needs to be warmed up; salt at entrance; warm water 
is needed in the baptismal font; the toilet is _____;”  altar 
guild member needs to get into the wine closet; “where is 
____?” etc. etc.   If you are interested and available, it will 
be my privilege to talk with you.  Again, Palm/Passion 
Sunday, Easter, Let Me Shine Sunday, Christmas, festival or 
baptismal Sundays are days when your help is most 
needed.  

Request:  It has long been on my heart to recruit or cajole 
one person to work with me in planning an annual hunger 
appeal.  Thank you for prayerfully considering this position.  

 

Zion Purpose Statement 
You are welcome to join our ongoing conversation in our 
congregational council.  We continue to ask and explore 
what it means for Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church to be 
partners in God’s mission?  What is our purpose in the 
mission and ministry God has entrusted to us?  After 
several starts and revisions, here is my most recent 
submission for council conversation: 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church – Celebrating the Good 
News of God’s love and grace in the Heart of the Foothills.   

What do you think?  Let’s talk.   Pastor Steve Klemz 

 

Zion will host a Protestant service at the William E 
Christoffersen Salt Lake Veterans Home, 700 Foothill Dr on 
the third Sunday of each month, at 1:00pm.   If you are 
interested and available to help with this brief (20-30 
minute) service, please contact Pastor Steve. All are 
welcome to attend as well.  
 

From your Zion staff:  For your generous Christmas-tide 
offering for staff — thank you!  And thank you for your 
continued prayers and support.     

Thrivent Choice Dollars  Attention all Thrivent Financial 
for Lutheran members.  Don’t forget to direct your 2015 
Thrivent Choice Dollars by Tuesday, March 31, 2016.  
Choice dollars are earned by eligible members based on 
their insurance premiums, contract values and Thrivent 
Financial volunteer leadership.   Any choice dollars given 
to Zion will go to benefit the youth and their summer 
mission trips and activities.  There are other organizations 
that you can give this money to as well. 
 

You can designate your choice dollars donations online at 
www.thrivent.com or by calling 1-800-THRIVENT (800-847
-4836) and state "Thrivent Choice”.  If you have any 
questions regarding Thrivent Financial, you may contact 
Angie Reuschel or local financial representatives Ron 
Sheltra or Travis Brietling at 801-485-5900. 

 

BYOB 
WHO? Whole congregation 

WHAT? Bring Your Own Bible--bookmark your favorite 
verse to share. 

WHEN? January 24, 2016 at 10:30 worship 

WHERE? ZELC 

WHY? Solidarity with our 2nd graders who will be 
presented with new Bibles 

HOW? By the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

Why read the Bible? Because God wants us to.  

Jesus, our best example, knew scripture and quoted it to 
answer temptation and challenges. Matthew 4:4 (Deut 
8:3)   One does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God. Matthew 4:4 NRSV.  

Jesus was creating the Gospel during his ministry. He was 
and is the Living Word. The Bible is full of the Living Word 
when studied with the power of the Holy Spirit; but it 
must be opened, read, thought about, and talked about--
to be Living. 
 

So let us at ZELC include the Bible in our New Year's 
resolutions. 

 

From the office of the pastor – some in-house reminders 
and requests: 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.   

I know that sometimes (especially on Sunday mornings), it 
may appear that I cannot walk and chew bubblegum at 
the same time.  You may be among those who conclude, 
“that the pastor is busy, and I do not want to bother him.”  

mailto:pastor@zelc.org
http://www.thrivent.com/
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God’s blessings and Happy 
New Year! 

 

Let Me Shine is back in full 
swing on January 4 with a lot of exciting activities 
planned as we begin the New Year.  Please visit us 
anytime and see the wonderful things happening 
here! 

 

Enrollment at Let Me Shine Christian Playschool 
and Preschool also begins on January 4, 2016 for 
Zion members, currently enrolled students and sib-
lings.  Enrollment forms are available in the school 
and church offices as well as on our website: 
www.letmeshine.org.  They are accepted on a first 
come-first serve basis with enrollment opening up 
to the general public on February 1, 2016.  Classes 
fill up quickly so make sure to get your form turned 
in as soon as possible to guarantee your space. 

 

Please call with any questions or to schedule a tour 
of our school! 
 

In His Service, 
Barb Ballif, Director 
 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
Mark 10:14 

Sunday School News 
Zion Sunday School is very blessed to have great teachers, 
students, and families participating.  We ask for your con-
tinued prayers for all.  Sunday school has had an exciting, 
fun, and successful end to 2015.  

Our Christmas program on December 13th was a service to 
remember.  All students shined and blessed us with their 
talents, creating a really spiritual evening for all.  Eternal 
thanks to Susan for all her creativity and efforts to the 
evening. 

On December 20th, we enjoyed Zion’s Annual Gingerbread 
Decorating and Lunch Party.  This year we had the most 
participants ever!  Candy and frosting abound with a good 
deal of fun and laughter.  Thanks to all that provided soup.  
A special thanks to the preschool families that joined us.   

January 3rd was Zion’s Epiphany Potluck.  We all sampled 
and enjoyed the diverse dishes:  Norwegian, Turkish, 
Southern, German, Mexican, Creole, Polish and the list con-
tinues.   

Looking to the new year, Sunday school returns to its usual 
times and places.  Dates to note are: 

January 31st- A special Sunday school for all students will 
focus on ‘water’.  This year, our Sunday school donations 
are going towards ELCA’s Walk for Water project.  During 
Sunday school, we will learn more about this project and 
grow spiritually with God’s love and water. 

February 10th- Ash Wednesday, Lent begins. 

Epiphany 

Potluck 
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Victor Rowen Ayers 
April 8, 1934-December 28, 2015 

“And the Lord God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good.” 

And, Vic Ayers saw everything the Lord God had made, 
and indeed, he rejoiced in the goodness of God’s 
creation.  Vic loved life and is remembered by family as 
one who “worked and played hard,” living life to its 
fullest.  He is known for marketing real estate from the 
mountaintop in Park City to the Wasatch front valley; 
playing at the heights of ski slopes to boating at sea level; 
for visioning big dreams and embracing failure --- and 
along the way picking up different titles, ranging from 
“Admiral” to “Captain Capsize.”  But more than this, Vic is 
remembered for his love of life, enjoying life, hospitality, 
generosity, devotion to family, friends, and his deep love 
Marion, his bride of 59 years.  

Vic reveled in his good humor and quick wit.  His good 
friend, Robert Pembroke, reminded us how Vic enjoyed 
his own jokes, sometimes even laughing to himself as he 
was delivering the punch line.  I have often asked myself 
where Vic received that quick wit and humor?  I wonder 
if his sense of humor came from the fact that Vic didn’t 
take himself seriously.  And, perhaps that is because he 
took God’s grace even more seriously, living in the sure 
confidence of our Lord’s love for him and this world God 
so dearly loves.  

When his parents brought him to the baptismal font on 
May 1, 1934, Vic died the only death that really 
mattered.  In his baptism in Christ, he died to all that 
could ever separate him from God’s love.  Vic celebrated 
that life in Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, serving on 
the church council, faithful in worship and Bible study 
when health allowed, and a model and witness to hope 
and forgiveness and peace in the dark days, mourning 
the death of his son, Michael.   

And now, in the light of the resurrection, the Lord God 
embraces Victor Rowen Ayers, bestowing upon him the 
gift of eternal life, naming him beloved saint.  Now, with 
the Lord God, we look at everything God has given to us 
in the life of Vic, and, behold, all is good.  

In and through Christ,  Pastor Steve Klemz 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   God’s grace be sufficient for 
healing Carol Thompson; strength and healing for 
Dennis Bird, Cindy Haverkost, Terri Finner, Verna 
Hanson; peace with Paul Krehbiel, Bryce and 

Christian, our brothers in Christ in the UT prison. For Kent in 
time of trial. Pray for our community of faith in Zion and new 
life for those in addiction. For Megan, Sarah, Amanda, 
Cherish, Audrey and all mother’s with child. For Juan de Dios 
Lopez and Lisa Mensinger in their call to ordained ministry. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study:  9:15-10:15 in the atrium.  In 
January, Pastor Steve leads discussion on “Believing that you 
might have life in Jesus’ name” - Exploring the Gospel of 
John. All are welcome. No prior knowledge of scripture is 
required to attend.  

 

Sunday Mornings:  Come join us in the lounge for a lively 
discussion of the Gospel and lessons for the current Sunday, 
9:15--10:15. No preparation is necessary, and the scripture is 
printed in the bulletin. Denny and Alyce Gross 

 

Retirement and Estate Strategies Financial Event 
 Join Special guest speaker Jonathan Doering, FIC, share 
strategies on: 
- How to accumulate and distribute money for retirement. 
- How to pass on money to heirs or charities in a tax-wise 
manner. 
- Increasing the probability of investment success. 
- Multigeneration IRA planning, and more! 
Jonathan is a wealth manager for Thrivent Financial with 26 
years experience.  This free event is hosted by Thrivent 
Financial and your local representatives Ron Sheltra, Darren 
Morrison, Travis Breitling, and Andy Schrank.  Please call 858
-455-5227 or email Ruth.Puentes@Thrivent.com to reserve a 
place for yourself and a guest.  Refreshments will be served. 
 

Monday, January 11 - 4 pm 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1070 S Foothill Dr., SLC, UT 84108 
 

Monday, January 11 - 7 pm 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
8575 S 700 E, Sandy, UT 84070 
 

Tuesday, January 12 - 10 am 
Thrivent Financial Office 
1414 E 4500 S, Suite 1, SLC, UT 84117 
Tuesday, January 12 - 1 pm 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
3329 Harrison Blvd, Ogden, UT 84403 
 

Tuesday, January 12 - 4 pm or 7 pm 
La Quinta Inn 
853 S Main St., Logan, UT 84321 
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Contact: Lisa Mensinger, Director of Youth Ministries at (801-582-2321) or email: youth@zelc.org 

WIRED/ZYG 

Rendezvous  

July 9-15, 2016 

Please keep in your prayers.  Ben Wenzel, Thomas 
Wenzel, Luke Reuschel, Connor Bishop, Mack 
Mensinger and Lisa Mensinger as they prepare for their 
summer camping trip to Colorado.  We still have room 
for 1-3 more youth who want to come and join in this 
rafting/camping trip. 

YOUTH NEWS 

Faith Formation Disciples (Confirmands) 

Jenna Nelson 
Max Metos 

Rex Graham 
Luke Reuschel 
Bradin Zaba 

Thomas Wenzel 

 
Meals are served from 4 to 4:45 pm at the HYRC (655 
S State Street).  Youth please be sure to sign up for 
one the times to help serve the meal.  We will need 3-
4 youth to help serve and clean up.  Any congregation-
al members who want to provide a meal, please con-
tact Lisa. 
 

Next meals: Jan 26 - Thanks to Trio Restaurant for 
providing this meal  

Feb 23, Mar 15, April 24,May 26. 

HYRC Meals 

Sun, Jan. 10th, 10:30 am 

In 2016, the following students will be affirming 
their baptism:  Jenna Nelson, Luke Reuschel, Rex 
Graham, Thomas Wenzel, Bradin Zaba, and Max 
Metos. 

Rite of Confirmation 

Sun, Jan. 3rd, Noon to 2 pm 

Ninth Graders, Faith Coaches and Parents are invit-
ed to this celebration and rehearsal for the Rite of 
Confirmation Sunday, Jan. 10th.  A light lunch will 
be served amongst the words of celebration and 
affirmation.  All ninth graders are required to 
attend.  

Faith Formation Celebration 

Monday, January 18 from 1-4 pm 
Bring your Nerf guns (non-modified), a friend 
and snacks to share to the annual Battle of Jeri-
cho for 7th-12th graders (College kids are invited 
too.)  RSVP to Lisa by January 11. 

Battle of Jericho 

Youth Christmas Party 

mailto:youth@zelc.org


.Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
        

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 1 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR! 

2 

 

3 

9:15 Epiphany 

Potluck 

10:30 Worship 
Noon-2 Confirmation 

Rehearsal 

5:30 Living Water 

Worship 

4 

LMS Resumes 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

5 

10:30 Library Work 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

1pm Ayers Funeral 

6:30-8pm Beginner 

Meditation Group 

6 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

6 David Organ Work 

6:30-8 Meditation Gr 

8 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

9 

      Confirmation Sunday   10 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

Joyful NOIZ 

11 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

11 Staff Mtg 

 

4 Thrivent Financial 

Retirement Seminar 

12 

10:30 Library Work 

 

 

7 Compassionate 

Friends Mtg 

6:30-8 Begin Med Gr 

13 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

14 

 

 

 

6:30 Cong Council 

7 LMS Board Mtg 

6 David Organ Work 

6:30-8 Meditation Gr 

15 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

16 

 

17 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

1 VA Nursing 

Home Worship 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 18 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

 

1-4 Battle of Jericho 

for Youth at ZELC 

19 

10:30 Library Work 

11 Staff Mtg 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

 

6:30-8 Begin Med Gr 

20 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

11 Lydia Circle 

21 

 

 

 

 

6 David Organ Work 

6:30-8 Meditation Gr 

22 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

23 

24 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

Guest Preacher, Rev. 

Gordon Young 

25 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

11 Staff Mtg 

26 

10:30 Library Work 

Noon-2pm LMS 

Staff Mtg 

 

3 Book Club 

6:30-8 Begin Med Gr 

27 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

6 David Organ Work 

6:30-8 Meditation Gr 

29 

9 Yoga-based Adult 

Exercise Group 

30 

RIC Sunday       31 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 
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at a glance... 

     8:00am 

Jan 10 

Jan 17 

Jan 24 

Jan 31 

 10:30am 

Jan 3 Denny Gross 

Jan 10 Erin Basta 

Jan 17 Marsha Gilford 

Jan 24 Rachel Kibler 

Jan 31 Jon Hall 

 

 

 

 

Mark Nelson + Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

Jan 3 Carrie Hinderaker 

 Denny Gross 

Jan 10 Steve & Marie Newton 

 Melissa Livengood 

Jan 17 Ann Marie Mogren 

 Marsha Gilford 

Jan 24 Marci Hall 

 Holly Graham 

Jan 31 Jan Heins 

 Lois & Bruce Stewart 

 

 

Jan 3 Doug & Kurt 

Jan 11 Marci & Jane 

Jan 19 Diane & Warren 

Jan 24 Bob & Paula 

 

 

Jan 3 John Bailey & Jessie 

 Gustin 

Jan 10 John Bailey & Jessie 

 Gustin 

Jan 17 

Jan 24 

Jan 31 Judy & Warren Patten 

 

 

Jan 3 

Jan 10 Andrew Hall & Markus 

 Zaba 

Jan 17 Luke Reuschel & Rex 

 Graham 

Jan 24 

Jan 31 

 

January 2016 

 

“The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.” 
 

Psalm 29:3 

Assisting Ministers: 

Greeters: 

Altar Guild: 

Ushers: 

Counters: 

WIFI PASSWORD:  Zion5822321 

Acolytes: 



 
1070 Foothill Drive 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

Phone: 801.582.2321 

Fax: 801.583.8043 

Email: office@zelc.org 

www.zelc.org     

2015-2016 ZELC CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT, Erin Basta  |  VICE-PRESIDENT, Marsha Gilford  |  SECRETARY, Nicole Reese    

TREASURER, Fred Strohacker 
 

Communication Team Leader, Alane Boyd; Worship / Music Team Leader, Diane Gardner;  

Faith Formation Team Leader, Alyce Gross; Evangelism Team Leader, Jessie Gustin; Advocacy Team 
Leader, Doris Mason; Building/Grounds Team Leader, Brent Menlove.  

Open position: Congregational Life Team Leader 

@zlc_slc 
 

ZionSLC 

Church Council Meeting Highlights—December, 2015 
 

 The December council meeting was cancelled due to snow. Look for updates after the January meeting set for 
Thursday, January 14, 2016. 

Help us spread the word!  

If you know any college 

students or just like to 

spend Sunday mornings in 

the beautiful mountains 

of the Wasatch Front, this 

is the worship for you! 

Please check it out the 

first Sunday of each 

month at 5:30pm! 

Juán de Dios López, Lay Pastor   I was born in Torreón, Coahuila, México. Since age ten, when I was helping 
with the catechism classes in my community, I felt called to serve in the Church. When I was 14 years old, I 
migrated to Juárez in search of job opportunities. While in Juárez I was very involved with several ministries 
of the Catholic Church, such as teaching the Catechism, pre-Baptismal classes, and assisting with liturgy. At 
that time, my parents and I felt a strong call to serve in the Church. In Juárez, I met my wife Adriana and got 
married. When I was 36 years old I immigrated to El Paso, Texas, in search of better opportunities for my 

family. Like many immigrants, I had a difficult time finding opportunities during my first year, and that led me to find a 
church where I could not only receive support but also serve. In this search I found Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey and felt it 
was the right place for me. After serving in various ministries at Cristo Rey, I was called as Lay Pastor in 2009 and they 
supported me to go to Diaconal School in Los Angeles, California. I am currently in the process of starting seminary to 
become an ordained pastor of the ELCA.   

Contributions to support Juan de Dios Lopez may be received through Zion offerings.  Please indicate that the offering 
is for “Juan” on your offering envelope or check.  

Meet Juan de Dios Lopez... 


