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We invite our neighbors to come to the 

Lord’s table to join us in building up the 

body of Christ. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

 

 

“Stir up your power, O Lord, and come,” we pray in Advent.  But how would we know 
God’s power if it came among us today?  Luke the Gospel writer offers a clue. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was gover-
nor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to ………to none of them.  Instead, far 
from palaces and temples, out in the wilderness, the Spirit of God whispered to John, 
setting his life ablaze with a message of repentance.  Forevermore, he became “the 
voice crying in the wilderness.” 
 

In Advent, we hear voices crying in the wilderness.  This is strange, since wilderness is 
not supposed to have voices.  Isn’t that what makes it a wilderness?  Our English 
word “wilderness” means “the place of wild things.”  The Greek word means “place 
of abandonment.”  The ancient Hebrew word literally means, “somewhere beyond 
words.”   

Most of us know that place beyond words.  Words like inoperable, suicide, divorce, 
and terminal can banish us to a place we cannot describe.   We have seen countless 
emotional photos of Syrian refugees and we have had our breath taken away with 
the image of little Aylan Kurdi, lying facedown on a Turkish beach.  Personally, my 
words have given way to a cry of lament for those who have made refugees targets 
of hostility, rather than compassion in our nation.  In a place beyond words, the wil-
derness can leave us feeling pretty powerless.  

But there is a word, the Word made flesh, which comes into our wilderness.  This 
Word is full of grace and truth.  This Word is light that shines in the darkness, which 
the darkness cannot overcome.  And to all who receive this Word God gives power to 
become children of God.  

In the seventh year of President Barak Obama, when Paul Ryan ruled the House and 
Mitch McConnell the Senate, John Roberts served as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, and William Gates, Warren Buffet, Charles and David Koch owned much of the 
nation’s wealth, the word of the Lord comes to …. you.  The Sprit of God still whis-
pers to us in the wilderness, giving us a voice that cries out even in the places beyond 
words, proclaiming a message of hope.    

Pastor Steve 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: every-
thing old has passed away; see everything has 
become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

We are Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, com-

mitted to being a loving and welcoming commu-

nity of faith in Jesus Christ.  As a community of 

God we welcome all.  

We rejoice in the manner in which diversity 

enriches, nurtures, and challenges the life and 

ministry we share in Christ. We embrace actions 

and attitudes within the Church that assure 

access to Word and Sacrament regardless of 

gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-

economic or marital status, physical or mental 

capacities, age or race. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ com-

munity.  

All are welcome. 

 

WINTER WORSHIP: 

Sunday school 9:15am 

8:00am & 10:30am 
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View from the Pew: 

While I would not describe myself as a “people person,” 
I am definitely a people-watching person (consider 
yourself warned). I'm even known for avoiding some 

interactions, but I love watching people interact with one 
another, learning a lot about them in the process.  

This is especially true during my travels, using various forms of 
transportation, including the Greyhound bus. Let's just say that 
the common image of folks who regularly ride buses is not very 
favorable. And there are times when I fall into the trap of some 
New Testament characters of thinking that I'm not like those 
people.  

And yet, on a recent trip from Denver to Salt Lake City, I was both 
humbled and impressed. Again, I was mostly just watching, not 
participating, but it was remarkable to me how so many of the 
passengers bonded with each other, sharing their stories and 
offering support. That scene struck me in multiple ways: I have no 
reason to think I'm above anyone else in society. There's great 
value in human interaction that goes both directions. And after 
reading one of Garrison Keillor's books that cleverly reinforced 
Scandinavian and Lutheran stereotypes of shyness, I recognize the 
need to break out of that cultural norm and invest more in both 
casual meetings and strong relationships. Turns out, you can learn 
a lot on a bus, long after the days of riding one to 
school.   

           ~Kurt Kragthorpe 

Library Corner:  Copies of the Lutheran Magazine and 
the Smithsonian are available in the library! 
The following books have been added to the library:   

“Saint Paul” by Michael Gran 

“No Excuses, No Regrets: The Eric Weddle Story” by Trent Toone 

“Lazy B: Growing Up On a Cattle Ranch in the American Southwest” by 
Sandra Day O’Connor & H. Alan Day 

“The Little Drummer Boy” by Ezra Jack Keats 

“Hanukkah” by Jill Foran 

“The Hanakkah Hop!” by Erica Silverman 
 

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR OVERDUE BOOKS!   

Parents: Please assist your children when checking out 
the library books by making sure a full name is written 
on the check out card. Also, remind your child(ren) to 
be respectful of the church library books! 

CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER  

NEEDS FOR DECEMBER:  
 

FOOD OF THE MONTH: Infant formula, any 
non-perishable food 
 

THRIFT STORE NEEDS: Blankets, sleeping 
bags, warm clothes, towels, new socks & 
underwear 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET UPDATE 
for 2015  

 

For the month of October, Zion’s weekly 

envelopes and loose offerings, including 

one-time gifts spread across the year 

amounted to $24,470, compared to our 4-

week donation budget of $34,128. This is 

72% of the amount needed to balance our 

budget for this 4-week period.  Year to date, 

we have received $318,973, or 87% of funds 

needed to balance our budget. 

I would like to encourage a regular giving 

habit throughout the year. Calculating from 

last year’s giving shortfall of $20,000 and 

the increases in this year’s budget, we need 

a 10% increase in giving from everyone this 

year.  Consider the benefits we all derive 

from our congregational mission, including 

our ministry of the gospel, youth ministry, 

music ministries, Bible study, small groups, 

helpful staff, special events such as the 

Greater Zion Day, VBS, Octoberfest, and a 

comfortable building to worship and teach.  

For the Organ Capital campaign, we have 
received pledges of $51,515 (of $220,000 
total including the original proposal plus a 
10% tithe.) We currently have received 
$50,554, which can be used to begin the 
upgrades.  
 

We praise God for your generosity.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Fred Strohacker,  

Church Council Treasurer 
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Help Us by Responding Gratefully and Sharing Abundantly so that Zion can meet its Ministry Investment Plan 

Together, we are a church that is deeply rooted and always being made new.  The 2016 Investment in Minis-

try Plan takes this into account.  We have developed a living and breathing document that supports our 

strong, vibrant congregational ministries, ones that are relevant to our ever-changing neighborhood and 

world. Zion’s mission and outreach is 

strengthened through this Plan as we 

participate in God’s work through our 

publicly engaged actions. Lastly, the 

Plan allows Zion to be a place in the 

community where God is at work build-

ing the church for all. 

The Fall Congregational Meeting 

showed us all of the good works going 

on at Zion through our ministries and 

outreach activities. In 2016 we plan to 

proclaim the good news of God in 

Christ through word and deed, serve all 

people following the example of our 

Lord Jesus, and strive for justice and 

peace in all the world by investing our 

resources in the following ways: 

As we come to the end of the year we 

again ask you to Share Abundantly as you 

have received. The purpose of your gifts is 

for the good of the community of God. 

Respond Gratefully to what God has first 

given us. We ask that you prayerfully 

consider increasing your stewardship in 

the final months of 2015 and to increase 

your giving in 2016.  To make an online 

offering go to http://www.zelc.org/giving 

http://www.zelc.org/giving
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We just finished talking about 
how good God is to us and all 
that we have to be thankful for.  
Now the children are busy learning about the 
greatest gift of all; baby Jesus. You are welcome to 
join us for any of the children’s Christmas programs 
- it’s a delight to see the Christmas story told by 
preschoolers! 

It’s time to start thinking about enrolling your child 
for next fall. We will begin accepting applications 
for re-enrollment on January 4, 2016.  Enrollment 
forms are available in the preschool and church 
offices. Priority will be given to currently enrolled 
families and Zion members. Beginning February 1, 
enrollment opens to the public on a first come – 
first serve basis.  Many classes fill up fast so please 
get your applications in ASAP. 

May the good news of our Savior’s birth fill your 
hearts with joy this Christmas and the New Year. 

 

In His Service, 
Barb Ballif, Director 
 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 
Mark 10:14 

Sunday School News 
Zion Sunday School is very blessed to have great teachers, students, 
and families participating.  We ask for your continued prayers for all.   
 

December 13th will be the Sunday School Annual Christmas Program 
at 6:30 pm.  The students will tell the Christmas story through song and 
music.  Zion is truly blessed with many children.  Please show your sup-
port by attending this program. 
 

December 20th is Zion’s Annual Gingerbread Decorating and Lunch 
Party following 10:30 worship. Kids of all ages will be able to decorate 
a graham cracker gingerbread house to celebrate the Christmas sea-
son.  A lunch of soup and salad will be provided.  Please bring a deco-
rating item to share with all; such as: cereals, small candies (M&Ms, 
smarties, skittles, etc.), string licorice, and marshmallows. Please RSVP 
by signing up on the bulletin board outside the library or email or call 
Louise Nelson mlcnelson@yahoo.com or 801-281-4824.  In order to 
have enough houses assembled for all, please RSVP by Saturday De-
cember 19th.  
 

December 24th Zion celebrates the birth of Jesus with worship at 6:00 
pm (Carols & Lessons) and 10:30 pm (Candlelight w/Holy Communion). 
 

January 3rd is Zion’s Epiphany Potluck during the Sunday school hour.  
All families are encouraged to attend and bring an ethnic dish to share 
from your heritage.  You won’t want to miss the great food, from her-
ring to rosettes and jambalaya to chili verde.  You never know what 
graces our table. 

 
Meet Zion’s 4th through 6th Grade Sunday School Class 

God has blessed us with 

a wonderful group of 4th 

through 6th grade stu-

dents.   We are very 

thankful.  Our 4th 

through 6th graders are 

very thoughtful and in-

quisitive.  They are fa-

miliar with most Bible 

stories so the class focuses on applying the lessons from the stories to 

real life situations.  Using the Bible and group discussion, the students 

are growing their faith and preparing for Faith Formation /Confirmation 

class.  
 

So that all may get to know the class better, the students were happy 

to share their interests.  They like reading, cookies and ice cream, mu-

sic, One Direction, pineapples, board games, Legos, children, animals, 

and football.  Their prayer requests include:  the poor; a student’s 

grandma that is not in good health and in a lot of pain; a family mem-

ber battling addictions; for Hal Sinn; for our parents as they age; and all 

those that are hungry, thirsty and cold. 

Keep an eye out for the Zion Children’s Christmas 

Tree…. 

The children of Let Me Shine and 

Sunday school are working togeth-

er to display a Christmas tree in 

the Narthex.  Each student from 

Let Me Shine Preschool and Sun-

day school will be contributing an 

ornament to fill the tree.  Zion is 

truly fortunate to have the oppor-

tunity to minster to so many children.  We want all 

to see the many children Zion blesses.   

mailto:mlcnelson@yahoo.com
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Do you spend a lot of time taking care of an ill or aged 
relative or friend?  Or do you anticipate doing so 
sometime in the future?  Being a “caregiver” can take a 
great toll on people’s lives, sometimes degrading the 
caregiver’s own health and welfare.  There are two 
booklets about caregiving on the table in the Narthex.  
One addresses planning for caregiving in a way that will 
make the job much easier.  The other contains a list of 
organizations in Utah that will help to ease the burden on 
the caregiver.  Please take one or both if you need them.  
If they are gone please contact Art Sutherland, 801-561-
1621, asuther237@aol.com and he’ll get some more. 
 

Family in Need:  During this season of giving, 
are you open to the idea of gifting a family in 
need with a few things?  We have a single dad 
with two young children, Ireland Harmony, 
age 6 months and Liam Owen, age 22 months 
that need assistance. Sizes for the children are 6-9 
months and 12-24 months. The most urgent need is a sit 
and stand stroller, diapers and wipes for both children.  
 

Annual Wine & Cheese Party, Saturday, December 19th, 
7:00 to 9:00 PM, to be held at the Clubhouse at Three 
Fountains of Cottonwood.  See the sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex for details; please bring a beverage to share 
along with a dessert or appetizer. 
 

Zion will host a Protestant service at the William E 
Christoffersen Salt Lake Veterans Home, 700 Foothill Dr 
on the third Sunday of each month, at 1:00pm.   If you 
are interested and available to help with this brief (20-30 
minute) service, please contact Pastor Steve. All are 
welcome to attend as well. Christmas Caroling:  Please 
join in the festivities on Sunday, December 20, 12:30 at 
the Veterans’ Home.  All are welcome to support the 
brief Protestant worship to follow. 
 

Annual Family Fun Gingerbread House Party  
Come One Come All to Zion’s annual 
Gingerbread House Decorating Party and 
Lunch on December 20st after 10:30 worship!  
Kids of all ages will be able to decorate a 
graham cracker gingerbread house to celebrate the 
Christmas season.  A lunch of soup and salad will be 
provided.  Please bring a decorating item to share with 
all.  Some ideas are: cereals, small candies (M&Ms, 
smarties, skittles, etc.), string licorice, and marshmallows. 
Let your creative juices flow!  Please RSVP by signing up 
on the bulletin board outside the library or email or call 
Louise Nelson mlcnelson@yahoo.com or 801-281-4824.  
In order to have enough houses assembled for all, please 
RSVP by Saturday December 19th.  

IN OUR PRAYERS:   God’s grace be sufficient for 
healing Carol Thompson and Vic Ayers; strength and 
healing for Nettie Priet and Debbie Hohmann; peace 
with Paul Krehbiel, Bryce and Christian, our brothers 

in Christ in the UT prison. For Kent in time of trial. Pray for 
our community of faith in Zion and new life for those in 
addiction. For Megan, Sarah, Amanda, and all mother’s with 
child. For Juan de Dios Lopez and Lisa Mensinger currently in 
seminary school. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study:  9:15-10:15 in the atrium. On 
Sunday, December 13 and 20:  Pastor Steve leads discussion 
on Mary’s Song from Luke 1:46-55.   All are welcome. No 
prior knowledge of scripture is required to attend.  

Sunday, December 6, Mel and Roy Hamor lead us in the 
spiritual practice of walking the labyrinth.  

 

Sunday Mornings:  Come join us in the lounge for a lively 
discussion of the Gospel and lessons for the current Sunday, 
9:15--10:15. No preparation is necessary, and the scripture is 
printed in the bulletin. Denny and Alyce Gross 

 

Zion now has its own Labyrinth! What in the world is a 
labyrinth? Well, upon first glance it might look like a maze, but the 
major difference between a maze and a labyrinth is that in a maze 
we can get lost, we can turn the wrong way and end up in several 
dead ends while struggling to find our way through. Alternatively, 
in a labyrinth there is one clear path in and one clear path out. 
Christians today use them as a meditative tool or a method of 
prayer, but it is by no means strictly Christian. In fact, labyrinths 
predate Christianity by hundreds and hundreds of years and have 
been found on every continent amid several different cultures of 
people. During the Middle Ages, labyrinths were used as a 
substitute for pilgrimages to Jerusalem. Today, many cultures still 
use them as a way to walk closer with God and experience His 
peace. Join us on December 6th during the Bible Study hour as we 
learn more about this prayer practice! 

 

Soul Collage is a meditative process that engages the 
imagination and the intuition using images, scissors, paper, 
and glue in a quiet, prayerful space. You will be amazed by 
what you discover about yourself! There will be four 
opportunities to be led through this 
process. Consider blocking out time now 
as a quiet gift to your soul. No artistic 
tendencies required, just an open heart 
and a willingness to engage. All materials 
will be provided. Wasatch Presbyterian Church, 1626 South 
1700 East, SLC. 

Friday, December 4 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

Friday, December 11 from 10:00 am to Noon 

Saturday, December 12 from 10:00 am to Noon 

Friday, December 18 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 

Volume 13, Issue 12 
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Contact: Lisa Mensinger, Director of Youth Ministries at (801-582-2321) or email: youth@zelc.org 

WIRED/ZYG 

Rendezvous  

July 9-15, 2016 

Please keep in your prayers.  Ben Wenzel, Thomas 
Wenzel, Luke Reuschel, Mack Mensinger and Lisa 
Mensinger as they prepare for their summer camping 
trip to Colorado.  We still have room for 1-3 more 
youth who want to come and join in this rafting/
camping trip. 

Faith Formation Disciples 

Sat, Dec. 5th, 9:30 am—12:30 pm 

All Ninth Graders are required to attend this confir-
mation retreat with Pastor Steve & Lisa.  We will ex-
plore the Apostle’s Creed and listen to Faith stories.   

YOUTH NEWS 

Youth Christmas Party 

Mon, Dec. 21st 4:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Thank you to Doug and Holly Graham for hosting 
our Christmas Party.  All youth from 7th –12th 
Grade are invited to this White Elephant Party 
filled with fun, games and food.  Bring a wrapped 
gift ($10-$15 value) to the party for the White 
Elephant.  RSVP to Lisa by December 18. 

Tuesday, December 8th 
Meals are served from 4 to 4:45 pm at the HYRC (655 
S State Street).  Youth please be sure to sign up for 
one the times to help serve the meal.  We will need 3-
4 youth to help serve and clean up.  Any congregation-
al members who want to provide a meal, please con-
tact Lisa. 
 

Next meals: Jan 26 - Thanks to Trio Restaurant for 
providing this meal  

Feb 23, Mar 15, April 24,May 26. 

HYRC Meals 

Thank you to all the people who provided pumpkin pies 

for the Homeless Youth who have secured housing. 

Thank you to the youth who helped prepare the Thanks-

giving Meals to-go. 

Sun, Jan. 10th, 10:30 am 

In 2016, the following students will be affirming 
their baptism:  Jenna Nelson, Luke Reuschel, Rex 
Graham, Thomas Wenzel, and Bradin Zaba. 

Rite of Confirmation 

Sun, Jan. 3rd, Noon to 2 pm 

Ninth Graders, Faith Coaches and Parents are invit-
ed to this celebration and rehearsal for the Rite of 
Confirmation Sunday, Jan. 10th.  A light lunch will 
be served amongst the words of celebration and 
affirmation.  All ninth graders are required to 
attend.  

Faith Formation Celebration 

mailto:youth@zelc.org


.Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
        

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  1 

 

 

2 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

2:30 Staff Mtg 

3 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30—8 Meditation 

Group 

4 

9 Yoga 

5 

9:30 am —12:30 pm 

Confirmand  

Retreat 

Refugee Sunday      6 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 
 

5:30 Pasta Dinner 

6:00 Living Water 

Worship 

7 

9 Yoga 
8 

10:30 Library Work 

11:40 LMS Chapel  

 

 

4-4:45 HYRC Meals 

9 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga 

2:30 Staff Mtg 

10 

 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30—8 Meditation 

Group 

11 

9 Yoga 

12 

9-11 Rehearsal for 

Christmas Program 

w/Miss Susan 

 

13 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

 

6:30 Christmas 

Program 

14 

9 Yoga 

 

 

6:30 Cong. Council 

15 

10:30 Library Work 

 

 

3 Book Club 

 

16 

7 Men’s Bible Study 

9 Yoga 

11 Lydia Circle 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

2:30 Staff Mtg 

17 

 

 

 

6 David organ work 

6:30—8 Meditation 

Group 

18 

Last Day of Preschool 

9 Yoga 

19 

8-Noon German/

American Society 

Choral Concert Re-

hearsal 

 

7-9pm Wine & Cheese 

Party 

20 

8 Worship 

9:15 Education Hr 

10:30 Worship 

Baptism for Alonso & 

Robert Worsham 

Noon Gingerbread 

Houses terrace rm 

 

7pm Choral Concert 

21 

9 Yoga 

 

 

 

Youth Christmas Party  

4– 8 pm @ Graham’s 

house 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

9 Yoga 

24 

 

 

5:30 Christmas Concert 

6:00 Christmas Worship 

w/Carols 
 

10:00 Organ Recital 

10:30 Candlelight 

Worship w/Choir and 

Holy Communion 

25 26 

27 

10:30 Worship only 

28 

9 Yoga 

29 30 

9 Yoga 

31   
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at a glance... 

     8:00am 

Dec 6 Doris Mason 

Dec 13 Fred Strohacker 

Dec 20 Fred Strohacker 

Dec 27 No early worship! 
 

 10:30am 

Dec 6 Denny Gross 

Dec 13 Marsha Gilford 

Dec 20 Rachel Kibler 

Dec 27 
 

Christmas Eve: 

6:00pm 

10:30pm 

 

 

Bob Steensma, Ron Chytraus, 

Hal Sinn, Chet & Marilyn Johnson 
 

Christmas Eve: 

 

Dec 6 Ann Marie Mogren 

 Denny Gross 

Dec 13 Jan Heins 

 B & L Stewart 

Dec 20 S & M Newton 

 Marsha Gilford 

Dec 27 Marci Hall 

 Carrie Hinderaker 

Christmas Eve 10:30pm:  

Jan Heins/Carrie Hinderaker 

Ann Marie Mogren 

 

 

Dec 7 Warren & Marci 

Dec 13 Kurt & Bob 

Dec 21 Jan & Paul 

Dec 28 Janice, Barbara, Ron, 

 Ann Marie 

 

Dec 6 Warren & Judy Patten 

Dec 13 

Dec 20 

Dec 27 
 

Christmas Eve  

     6:00pm: 

   10:30pm: 

 

 

Dec 6 

Dec 13 

Dec 20 

Dec 27 

 

December 2015 

Advent Prayer:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protec-
tion alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of  

justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever. Amen. 

Assisting Ministers: 

Greeters: 

Altar Guild: 

Ushers: 

Counters: 

WIFI PASSWORD:  Zion5822321 

Acolytes: 

Office Administrator will be on vacation Dec. 21-
23, 2015.   

Youth Director will be out of the office the week 
of Dec. 28. 



 
1070 Foothill Drive 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

Phone: 801.582.2321 

Fax: 801.583.8043 

Email: office@zelc.org 

www.zelc.org     

2015-2016 ZELC CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT, Erin Basta  |  VICE-PRESIDENT, Marsha Gilford  |  SECRETARY, Nicole Reese    

TREASURER, Fred Strohacker 
 

Communication Team Leader, Alane Boyd; Worship / Music Team Leader, Diane Gardner;  

Faith Formation Team Leader, Alyce Gross; Evangelism Team Leader, Jessie Gustin; Advocacy Team 
Leader, Doris Mason; Building/Grounds Team Leader, Brent Menlove.  

Open position: Congregational Life Team Leader 

@zlc_slc 
 

ZionSLC 

Church Council Meeting Highlights—November, 2015 
 

 Marsha Gilford, Council VP, spoke about the Smith’s Community Rewards program for fundraising. It  produces 
checks for nonprofit organizations that is proportionate to the amount of people linking their card to {Zion} and 
then how much they spend. Zion members would link their rewards cards to Zion after the church registers info 
on that web site. Organizations can receive up to $10,000 per year. 

 Pastor Steve requested and received congregational council blessing to recruit people from ZELC and the Utah 
Conference to participate in the Cristo Rey Border Immersion program for the fall of 2017. 

 Council voted on, and approved, Pastor Steve's request to solicit congregational donations to sponsor semi-
nary scholarship assistance with Juan de Dios Lopez, lay pastor of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in El Paso. 
Contributions to support Juan de Dios Lopez may be received through Zion offerings.  Please indicate that 
the offering is for “Juan” on your offering envelope or check.  More information on Juan will be posted in the 
January newsletter. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: 
5:30 pm Christmas  Concert w/David & Jan 
Chamberlin & folk music players 

6:00 pm Lessons & Carols, a child-friendly wor-
ship (no communion). 

10:00 pm Festive Organ Recital by David 
Chamberlin 

10:30 pm Candlelight Worship with Holy 
Communion and Choir.   

Advent 2015   
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ— 

 Advent is about wandering and homelessness. A very young 
family is uprooted from their familiar surroundings. They are pow-
erless pawns in a much larger global political game in which they 
have no control. They make a perilous journey to a place where 
they are unwelcomed. Taking refuge in a barn, they carve out the 
most improbable of places in which a doorway is made for God to 
come among us. 

 The Child born of this miracle will spend a lifetime teaching 
us about such doorways. He himself becomes the widest door to 
the surprise of God’s grace. The homelessness and rejection which 
begins before his birth will follow him throughout his life. He makes 
his home with outcasts and welcomes sinners to dine with him. He 
designs his life in such a way that he unmasks all the cruel human 
games by which we victimize and scapegoat others to make our-
selves feel safe. The greatest unmasking happens on a cross, where 
he exposes the depth of our violent plots. And when God raises him 
from the dead, it is the greatest of all the doorways of grace. It 
proves that “nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of 
God.” 

 Jesus taught us that we will continue to meet him and dis-
cover God’s presence among those who seem the least likely candi-
dates to be bearers of the Divine. We, who have been formed 

around this radical message of presence and hope, 
are called to live out of this world-transforming 
principle, and to make a welcoming home for those 
who so desperately need a place of refuge. The Syri-
an refugee crisis which has unfolded in the past 
year, together with the tragic events surrounding 
the ISIS attack on Paris, unmask the complexity of 
our current global reality. Terrorism gives birth to a 
fear, which can kill our capacity for compassion. 

 The Rocky Mountain Synod Council, upon 
the request of our Synod’s Global Mission Com-
mittee, has asked congregations to declare one Sun-
day in Advent 2015 as “Refugee Sunday” in our 
congregations.  

 Together we can make a difference and 
continue the miracle of the Holy Family for the 
transformation of the world. 

 Yours in faith—  

 Bishop James Gonia 
 

Note: ZELC will hold Refugee Sunday, December 6th. 


