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We invite our neighbors to come to the 

Lord’s table to join us in building up the 

body of Christ. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

UPCOMING WORSHIP  

SCHEDULE: 

8:00am Worship 

 10:30am Worship 

Education Hour 9:15am 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see everything has 
become new!  All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcilia-

tion. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

We are Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, committed to 

being a loving and welcoming community of faith in 

Jesus Christ.  As a community of God we welcome all.  

We rejoice in the manner in which diversity enriches, 

nurtures, and challenges the life and ministry we share 

in Christ. We embrace actions and attitudes within the 

Church that assure access to Word and Sacrament 

regardless of gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-

economic or marital status, physical or mental capaci-

ties, age or race. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ community.  

All are welcome. 

 

Pastor’s Message with Lisa Mensinger, 

 

I was intrigued with the Mensinger Family New Year’s tradition and asked 

Lisa to share it with us.   

 

“A word for the year.  Each one of us picks one word that we will strive to 

live by each and every day.  Instead of a long list of things we want to 

change or accomplish, we choose a word. 

Alex - Persistence (not to give up on his dreams) 

Brian - Balance (exercise, health, work, family, fun) 

Mack - Serendipity (hoping she will see the beautiful "flukes" in her life & 

to maybe be someone's "fluke") 

Lisa - Authentic (to myself & to others, be who God has made me to be) 

 

We spend dinner on New Year's Day enjoying pork & sauerkraut & sharing 

our word for the year.  Each of us explains our word & then we toast to 

each other.  It's a fun family tradition that we do each year.  We put the 

word on the refrigerator as a daily reminder of our New Year's resolution.” 

 

So, good people in Zion, if our community of faith selected a word to live by, 

what would it be?  This is challenging.  I am caught between “Integrity” and 

“Inviting.”  Give it some thought.  Please share your word by posting it on the 

kiosk in the church entrance hall.   

 

In the meantime, here’s my toast to you:  Peace.  Grace.  Love.  

 

In and through Christ,  

Pastor Steve Klemz 
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CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER NEEDS FOR JANUARY: 
 

FOOD OF THE MONTH:  Canned beans, chili, pork & beans. 

 

THRIFT STORE NEEDS:  Men’s pants and pots & pans. 

View from the Pew: 

The convergence of triplets from one family and two 
other sets of siblings created a remarkable number, 

but Zion's 2015 confirmation class is notable for more 
than just its size.  

 The group of 11 will be confirmed Sunday (the 11th, 

coincidentally enough) in what promises to be quite an event.  
Eleven! Well, I said the number is not the only distinction of 

this group, but it is significant. The volume speaks of a vibrant, 
growing congregation, which is partly true. On an average 
Sunday, these 11 youth (usually seated together in the 

balcony) would account for about 10 percent of the 10:30 a.m. 
worship attendance. 

 That's just one of the reasons that follow-through is 
required from all of us to keep this group actively engaged. 
After having some involvement in the Faith Formation process 

with this class, I am very impressed with the program and its 
leadership. Everyone in the congregation has benefited from 

the youth's contributions to the services, in particular, and the 
other activities and projects have enabled them to grow in 
faith.  

 Confirmation celebrations tend to make the rest of us 
feel old. Consider that most members of this class were born in 

this century, the year 2000 to be precise. But I believe 
this group is capable of making Zion feel young again. 
 

 

    ~Kurt Kragthorpe 

Library Corner: The following books have been generously donated to the library: 
 

“Extraordinary, Ordinary People” by Condoleeza Rice; “John Adams” by David McCullough; 

“Keeping Faith: Memoirs of a President” by Jimmy Carter; “A Woman of Valor: Clara Barton and 

the Civil War” by Stephen B. Oates. 

 
 

Copies of the Lutheran Magazine and the Smithsonian are available in the library! 
 

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR OVERDUE BOOKS!   

Parents: Please assist your children when checking out the library books by making sure a full name is 

written on the check out card. Also, remind your child(ren) to be respectful of the church library books! 
 

The Library Guild meets on Tuesdays at 10:30am in the library. Come and be a part of this Small Group. We welcome any 

religious and children’s books donated to the church library. When donating, please drop your books into the wooden 

drop box with a note.  Please donate your fiction books to the public library. Thank you! 

GENERAL FUND 

BUDGET  
UPDATE for 2014 

 

For the month of November, 

Zion’s weekly envelopes and 

loose offerings, including one-

time gifts spread across the 

year amounted to $41,742, 

compared to our 5-week 

donation budget of $40,520. 

This is 103% of the amount 

needed to balance our budget 

for this 5-week period. Year to 

date, our giving stands at 

$338,765, including one-time 

gifts spread across the year. 

This represents 87% of the 

funds needed to balance our 

annual budget to date.  

For the Organ Capital 

campaign, we have received 

pledges of $51,515 (of 

$220,000 total including the 

original proposal plus a 10% 

tithe.) We have received 

$35,290 in donations to date.  

We praise God for your 

generosity.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Fred Strohacker,  

Church Council Treasurer 
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I am inviting you to Taize 

Vespers, which take place on the 

second Sunday of each month 

at 7:00 pm at All Saints 

Episcopal Church, 1710 S. 

Foothill Drive. It is a quiet, prayerful way to spend a 

Sunday evening, with music from Taize, reading from 

scripture, and time for silence. I hope you will 

consider joining us. Rev. Trace Browning, Priest-in-

Charge. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  Saturday, February 21, 
Visioning Retreat for Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, at the Episcopal Retreat Center in SLC. 

All are welcome.   We will listen to the Spirit as we 
dig into scripture, praying and talking about what 
God is doing and calling us to do in Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP:   
 

The practice of stewardship invites 
us to look in three different 
directions: DOWN, IN and OUT. 

 

We begin by looking at how God 
has come down to us.  

We then look in to discover all that 
God has entrusted to our care.  
 

We end by looking out to 
understand the needs of our 
neighbors.  

 

While these three actions may not 
always happen in this order, the 
practice of stewardship always 
invited all three. 

An excerpt from ELCA “Stewards of God’s 
Love” found at ELCA.org. 

 

 

Downwinders  Interfaith Observance  

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

January 27, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

On January 27, 2012 was designated by the U.S. 

Senate as a “National Day of Remembrance for 

Americans who, during the Cold War, worked and 

lived downwind from nuclear testing sites and were 

adversely affected by the radiation exposure.”  All 

are welcome to join this interfaith gathering to 

remember the nuclear testing and the impact it had 

on the people of Utah.  We will gather in reflection 

and song, remembering the sacrifices of those who 

are sick and those who have died.  The event also 

affirms the need to ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear 

Test Ban Treaty.  

 

COUNTERS WANTED!  If you are available and 

willing to join the team of offering counters, 

please call Jane Erdahl 801.272.7753.  We will 

schedule you during the first part of 2015 for 

training.  You will work with one or two others 

as you learn the system. Counting takes place 

on Sundays (after worship), Mondays or 

Tuesdays during the year.  Thank you! 

 

If you haven’t picked up your 2015 Giving 

Envelopes, they are available in the Narthex.  

If you need them to be mailed out, please 

notify the church office.   

 

On behalf of our 

incredible staff in Zion 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, “a heartfelt 

thank you for your 

generous financial 

offerings for staff 

Christmas gifts this year”.     Pr. Steve Klemz 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ZionSLC 

When we practice stew-

ardship in this way we 

are making the sign of 

the cross. God makes the 

first vertical line 

DOWN; we follow by 

moving IN to the center 

and then OUT to our 

neighbors on either side 

both near and far. We 

form a cross with our 

lives and through our 

faith, we are marked 

with the cross of Christ 

forever.  
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God’s blessings and Happy 

New Year! 
 

Let Me Shine is back in full swing on 

January 5, 2015 with a lot of exciting activities 

planned as we begin the New Year.  Please visit us 

anytime and see the wonderful things happening 

here! 
 

January 5 also begins enrollment at Let Me 
Shine Christian Playschool and Preschool for Zion 
members, currently enrolled students and siblings.   

 

Enrollment forms are available in the school 

and church offices as well as on our website: 

www.letmeshine.org.  Enrollment is done on a first 

come-first serve basis and opens up to the general 

public on February 2, 2015.  Classes fill up quickly 

so make sure to get your form turned in as soon as 

possible to guarantee your space. 
 

In His Service, 

Barb Ballif 

Barbara Ballif, Director 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Welcome back to Sunday 

school.  Hope you all enjoyed 

your Christmas holiday. 

There are plans in the making for fun-filled 

activities for you.  Look for details in the 

Sunday bulletins and in the February news-

letter.  

This month, Joyful NOIZ will play for Confir-

mation Sunday, January 11th, at the 

10:30am worship. 

Remember to grab some Grace Socks before 

you leave church and hand them out to peo-

ple in need in the valley.  This is our service 

project for the Sunday school year.   

Please direct any questions to Louise Nelson 

or Stephanie Metos or your Sunday school 

teacher. 

 

Sine nomine Utah 

Young Adult Ministry 

Begins again January 14 at 5 pm 
 

Discussion of Christian faith — college and 

college-age persons and their supporters 
(including graduate school)— in conjunc-

tion with Lutheran Churches in Utah.  We 
meet weekly to dig into what it means to 

be living as Lutheran Christians.  If you 
are interested, please contact one of us: 

James Gardner, jas.Gardner@utah.edu.; 
Diane Gardner, d52gardner@yahoo.com; 

Lisa Mensinger, youth@zelc.org   

Join us each Wednesday at 5 pm at 

ZELC.  

ETHNIC EPIPHANY BRUNCH 1-4-15: 
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The committee is coordinating their graphics for the 
website, monitor and bulletins.  The themes are based 
on the church banner as listed below: 

Banner Change – Christmas Season (White) – Prince 
of Peace – 21 December 14 

Banner Change – Time after Epiphany – (Green) –
Year of Growth – 11 January 15 

Banner Change – Lent (Black and Purple) – The 
Power of the Cross – 18 February 15 

Banner Change – Easter (Yellow/Cream) – 3 April 15 

 

 

The Utah Motorcycle – Mony a Mickle makes a 
Muckle!  Now what does all of that mean? Well, in my 
native Scotland it is phrase used to denote that all the 
little things eventually add up to something big and 
that is exactly what has happened with the offerings 
taken at Mount Tabor, Zion Lutheran, Our Saviours 
and Shepherd of the Mountains. Nearly 100 members 
and families of the 4 congregations have made 
contributions amounting to over $3100 to date which 
means that this time next year some pastor(s) in our 
companion synod(s) in Madagascar will be able to 
travel around to their multiple churches in the bush at 
the height of the rainy season on a motorcycle 
purchased with funds provided by Lutherans in Utah. 
 

My sincere thanks to all of you who supported the 
project. This is an effective way of working together 
with the Lutheran Church in Madagascar so they can 
continue to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
even more people in their country. 
 

I will keep you updated in the New Year on Rocky 
Mountain Synod’s overall success with this Seeds of 
Hope project.      ~Michael King  

 

 

There are lots of ways to give at ZELC!  You can go 

online to our website and contribute your offerings 

through Paypal; through Vanco Services  electronic 

giving by contacting the church office; or by check or 

cash in your 

weekly giving 

envelopes.  Need a 

box of envelopes?  

Contact the 

church office at 

801.582.2321 or 

office@zelc.org. 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   

Christ’s gift of peace with Merribeth Anderson, 
Chris Hardy, Lorraine Strohacker; healing with 
Paul Mogren, Dennis Bird; peace with our 

brothers in Christ in the UT State Prison. 
 

 

 

Church Council Meeting  

Highlights—December, 2014 

Housing Allowance – A motion was made to approve 
a housing allowance for Pastor Steve of $26,000 for 
2015. Seconded and passed. 

Heden Memorial - ZELC has received an unrestricted 
gift of $4,000.00 in memoriam of Stan and Laurie 
Heden.  Stan and Laurie loved to travel the world, 
especially making new friends by utilizing a network 
where they stayed in people’s homes.  Stan and Laurie 
were especially thankful for Lisa Mensinger and the 
random acts of kindness shared by Zion youth.  With 
these insights, the council discussed the most 
appropriate way to use this gift; a motion was made to 
use the unrestricted Heden Memorial gift as follows: 
$1,000.00 to the Crooks Memorial account; $1,000 to 
be given to the youth for the 2015 Youth Gathering in 
Detroit, Michigan, $1,000 to the organ fund and 
$1,000.00 to Small Group ministry.  Seconded and 
passed. 

Visioning/Renewing/Dreaming God’s Dream with/for 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Committee – 

Committee Members are “Mack” Mensinger, Pastor 
Steve Klemz, Erin Basta, Susan Swidnicki, Mal Hamor, 
Lisa Mensinger, Joanna Ganning, and Roy Hamor. 
Their initial meeting was on November 4th.   A vision 
retreat is set for February 21st.   

Communications:  The Communications Committee 
met on November 19th.  They defined a total 
communications plan for Zion.  They also assigned 
responsibility for each area and set up a system for 
announcements.  A person will be assigned an event 
and they will: 

Prepare Graphic Announcement for Monitor and 
Homepage Slideshow, Place event on calendar 

Write short news item on ZELC.ORG and place graphic 
in news item 

Post News item to Facebook 2 to 3 weeks prior to event 

Setup Event in Facebook and invite friends.  We ask 
that as many people as possible repost and invite 
friends. 

Volume 13, Issue 1 
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Contact: Lisa Mensinger, Director of Youth Ministries at (801-582-2321) or email: youth@zelc.org 

WIRED/ZYG 

Confirmands 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Detroit Here We COME!!! 

12 youth and 3 adults will be attending the 

ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit in July.  We 
are blessed to be in partnership with youth 

attending from Shepherd on the Mountain, 
Elim & Christ the King.  Please pray for Ben 
Wenzel, Brandt Parker, Claire Nelson, Ethan 

& Megan White, Mack Mensinger, Greta 
Hoffman, Luke Widner, Derek & William 

Miles, Jordan Wolgramm, Jena Johanson & 
especially for the adults: Bob Hoffman, Bob 
Wenzel & Lisa Mensinger. 

January 4—Luncheon with Faith Coaches & 

Parents after the 10:30 am worship 

January 11—Affirmation of your Baptism 

Save the Date—Confirmands 

This year’s Sunday School Service Project is 

making Grace Socks filled with toothbrush / 
paste, soap, Chapstick, deodorant, hand san-

itizer, etc., for those in need.  We encourage 
you to take a sock & hand it out to someone 
who can use it.  The first sock is FREE.  We 

ask for a $5 donation for each 
additional sock.   
 

The donated funds will be used 

to purchase supplies for the 
socks.  Grace socks are on dis-
play outside the church library. 

Battle of Jericho 

February 6—7, 2015 

 

The reaping begins at 6:30 

pm Friday and the games 

end by 5:30 pm on Saturday 
 

For 24 hours youth (7th to 

12th graders) will participate 

in a Daniel Fast during our 

23 hour youth lock-in at the 

church. 
 

12 Districts will compete in 

the Hunger & Thirst Games.  

Bring a friend & your dis-

trict could earn 1,000 pts!! 
 

Saturday we will participate in a variety of service pro-

jects & then each District will participate in a “mystery 

event”. 

 

RSVP to Lisa by February 1st. 

January 19 from 1 to 3 pm at Zion 

Nerf gun wars anyone?  Bring a friend, a 

Nerf gun or 2 & extra ammo, and maybe a 
good snack to share too.  Join Lisa & a few 

Israelites in the Battle of Jericho.    
 
RSVP to Lisa by January 18th. 

 
PS...no modified guns please (Andrew) Back Row: Eric Hall, Andrew Furst, Max Scaife, Ryan Trapp, Jacob 

Swidnicki, Alex Mayer 

Front Row: Katherine Mayer, Gwen Trapp, Lauren Swidnicki, Olivia 

Trapp, Ethan White 

Thank you to the Faith Coaches of the Faith Formation Disci-

ples (FFD) for their time and interest in having meaningful 

spiritual discussions and continuing to walk with them.  

Thank you to Fred Metos & Liz Prystas for their dedication in 

teaching our FFD. 

Many thanks to the parents who continue to hold their baptis-

mal promise as a priority in their family lives.    

People of Zion thank you for your continued support & pray-

ers for the FFD & their families. 

mailto:youth@zelc.org
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  OFFICE CLOSED  1 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR! 

OFFICE CLOSED  2 

9 Yoga 

3 

EPIPHANY    4 

8:00 Worship 

9:15 Epiphany 

Brunch 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Confirma-

tion Rehearsal 

5 

9 Yoga 

 

6 

10 Staff Mtg 

10:30 Lib. Work 

10:40 LMS Chapel 

 

7 LMS Board Mtg 

7 Vision Comm 

7 

7 Men’s Bible Std 

9 Yoga 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

6:30-8 Meditation 

7-David organ 

work 

9 

9 Yoga 

10 

 

11 

CONFIRMATION 

8:00 Worship 

9:15 Ed Hour 

10:30 Worship 

Joyful NOIZ 

12 

9 Yoga 

 

 

6:30 Cong. Coun-

cil Mtg 

13 

10 Staff Mtg 

10:30 Lib. Work 

 

7 Compassionate 

Friends Mtg 

14 

7 Men’s Bible Std 

9 Yoga 

11:40 LMS Chapel 

 

5 Sine Nomine 

15 

 

6:30-8 Meditation 

7-David organ 

work 

8 SS Teachers 

Mtg 

16 

9 Yoga 

17 

 

18 

8:00 Worship 

9:15 Ed Hour 

10:30 Worship 

ZY Jam 

Guest Preacher 

MLK DAY   19 

9 Yoga 

OFFICE CLOSED 

NO PRESCHOOL 

1-3pm Youth 

Battle of Jericho 

20 

10 Staff Mtg 

10:30 Lib. Work 

10:40 LMS Chapel 

21 

7 Men’s Bible Std 

9 Yoga 

11 Lydia Cir. 

 

5 Sine Nomine 

22 

 

 

 

6:30-8 Meditation 

7-David organ 

work 

23 

9 Yoga 

24 

 

RIC SUNDAY 25 

8:00 Worship 

9:15 Ed Hour 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

26 

9 Yoga 

27 

10 Staff Mtg 

10:30 Lib. Work 

Noon-2 LMS 

Staff Mtg 

3 Book Club 

28 

7 Men’s Bible Std 

9 Yoga 

 

5 Sine Nomine 

29 

 

 

6:30-8 Meditation 

7-David organ 

work 

30 

9 Yoga 

31 

  7pm  4th Annual 

Remembering 

Downswinders 
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at a glance... 

  8:00 am 

Jan 4 Doris Mason 

Jan 11 Doris Mason 

Jan 18 Doris Mason 

Jan 25 Supiano 

 10:30am 

Jan 4 Jon Hall 

Jan 11 Denny Gross 

Jan 18 Erin Basta 

Jan 25 

 

 

 

Mark Nelson + Volunteers 

 

 

 

Jan 4 Jacob Swidnicki 

Jan 11  

Jan 18 

Jan 25 Ethan White 

 

 

Jan 4 

Jan 11 

Jan 18 

Jan 25 Eric Hall 

 

Jan 4 Carrie Hinderaker 

Jan 11 Ann Marie Mogren 

 Denny Gross 

Jan 18 Marci Hall 

 B & L Stewart 

Jan 25 S & M Newton 

 Holly Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan 5 Warren Patten  

 Jane Erdahl 

Jan 11 Angie Reuschel 

 Bob Hackworth 

Jan 20 Diane Teece 

 Paul Mogren 

Jan 25 Doug Graham 

 Kurt Kragthorpe 

 

 

 

January, 2015 

 

Epiphany means “manifestation.”  On this day we celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gen-
tiles — that is, to all nations. The word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany of God’s 

grace and mercy.  We go forth to witness to the light that shines brightly in our midst.  

Assisting Ministers: 

Reader 

Altar Guild: 

Ushers: 

Acolytes: 

Counters: 

Pr. Steve will be out of town between 

Jan.13 and Jan. 21.   



 

2014-2015 ZELC 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

PRESIDENT 

Erin Basta 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Open Position 

 

 SECRETARY 

Margo Bird 

 

TREASURER 

Fred Strohacker 

 

Alane Boyd 

Diane Gardner 

Alyce Gross 

Doris Mason 

Volunteers Needed 

 

 

1070 Foothill Drive 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

Phone: 801.582.2321 

Fax: 801.583.8043 

Email: office@zelc.org 

www.zelc.org 

Your feedback is  

welcome on the  

information on  

our site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church will restate our welcome to people 

of all sexual orientations and gender identities by celebrating 

“Welcoming” Sunday on January 25th.  In the Lutheran tradition, we 

call this day RIC Sunday. 

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) is a program of ReconcilingWorks: Luther-

ans for Full Participation, begun in 1983 as a way for Lutheran com-

munities of faith to answer the inclusive call of the Gospel by wel-

coming people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.  Cur-

rently, there are over 590 Lutheran settings on the RIC roster, in-

cluding congregations, campus ministries, synods of the ELCA and 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, camps, colleges, and other 

independent organizations.  Additional information about the RIC 

program, including a complete listing of RIC settings and resources 

for personal and congregational use, are available on-line at the 

website www.reconcilingworks.org.  


