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We invite our neighbors to come to the 

Lord’s table to join us in building up the 

body of Christ. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 

 10:00am Worship 

Education Hour on break 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see everything has 
become new!  All this is from God, 

who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcilia-

tion. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 

We are Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, committed to 

being a loving and welcoming community of faith in 

Jesus Christ.  As a community of God we welcome all.  

We rejoice in the manner in which diversity enriches, 

nurtures, and challenges the life and ministry we share 

in Christ. We embrace actions and attitudes within the 

Church that assure access to Word and Sacrament 

regardless of gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-

economic or marital status, physical or mental capaci-

ties, age or race. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ community.  

All are welcome. 

 

Whew!  That was close.  A federal district court recently issued a decision 

blocking much of Utah’s HB 497, an anti-immigration law that would have 

criminalized everyday activities, such as driving an undocumented immi-

grant to church.  What happened to our state that once boasted a spirit of hos-

pitality, boldly welcoming the world to the winter Olympics?  Obviously, hos-

pitality has more to do with walking the walk than talking the talk.  

This may explain why hospitality is holy work.  Scriptures of all major reli-

gions prescribe and encourage hospitality.  Torah commands Jews to love the 

strangers and sojourners in their midst and to treat them like family, “for you 

were once strangers in the land of Egypt.”  Jesus placed welcoming strangers 

high on the list of criteria by which nations would be judged (“I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me”).  The most common Biblical word for 

“salvation” literally means “to make a place” for someone.  The Qur’an teach-

es that genuine hospitality includes not only feeding guests and strangers, but 

showing them love, respect and peace.  

What about us?  How do we attend to this fragile gift of hospitality?  What 

would it look like for our faith community to “walk the walk” in our welcom-

ing statement? 

To be sure, hospitality is all about being friendly, wearing nametags, having 

greeters, providing refreshments, user-friendly worship bulletins and, of 

course, coffee.  But there it is so much more.  Hospitality is of the very nature 

of God.  It is holy work.  It acknowledges that God’s presence and blessing is 

with the newcomer or stranger.  

No wonder hospitality was a crucial practice among the early Christians.  The 

New Testament words for “host” and “guest” or “stranger” are the same.  Ul-

timately there’s no difference between the two.  Gathered at the table, each 

receives something precious from the other.  

Walking the walk with the Apostle Paul:   “Welcome one another, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 

Pastor Steve Klemz 
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CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER NEEDS FOR JULY: 

FOOD OF THE MONTH:  Cereal; will also accept fresh fruits and 

vegetables all during the summer! 

THRIFT STORE NEEDS:  Men’s & boys pants 

View from the Pew: 

 
The continual search for subjects to write about in my 

regular job and in the Herald undoubtedly contributed to a 
recent dream.  

 

A pro golfer I know well appeared in the dream, telling me he had 
arranged to meet 128 prospects for the NBA draft and tell them 

about Utah. And a woman I grew up with but probably had not 
thought about in 35 years said she had lunch with a basketball 
player and encouraged him about the process.  

 
What did I take from this dream? Maybe it had something to do 

with becoming a “faith coach” for a member of Zion's 2015 
confirmation class, but it made me believe that we all can be 
influential in various ways at different times. The woman I 

mentioned never was interested in sports, but in my dream she 
provided counsel that helped someone fulfill his ambitions.  

 
The Bible includes many stories of people who thought they were 
not qualified or worthy to make an impact on others, but they did 

so. Whether or not we actively seek them, opportunities exist for 
us to have a positive influence and share our message, both by 

words and examples.  

 

      ~Kurt Kragthorpe 

Library Corner:   
 

Parents: Please assist your children when checking out the library books by making 

sure a full name is written on the check out card. Also, remind your child(ren) to be re-

spectful of the church library books! 
 

REMEMBER TO RETURN YOUR OVERDUE BOOKS!   
 

The Library Guild meets on Tuesdays at 10:30am in the library. Come and be a part of this Small Group. We welcome any 

religious and children’s books donated to the church library. When donating, please drop your books into the wooden 

drop box with a note.  Please donate your fiction books to the public library. Thank you! 

GENERAL FUND 

BUDGET  
UPDATE for 2014 

 

For the 3 week period 

from June 1 through 

June 15, Zion’s weekly 

envelopes and loose 

offerings, including one

-time gifts spread 

across the year, 

amounted to $25,804, 

compared to our 3-

week donation budget 

of $24,231. This is 

106% of the amount 

needed to balance our 

budget for this 3-week 

period. Year to date, 

our giving stands at 

$169,781, including 

one-time gifts spread 

across the year. This 

represents 87% of the 

funds needed to 

balance our annual 

budget, to date.  

 

We praise God for your 

generosity.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Fred Strohacker, 

Church Council 

Treasurer 

WIFI PASSWORD:  If you are anywhere in the church building and need to access the internet, you can 

do so as a Zion guest using the following password:   Zion5822321 
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Vacation Bible School Volunteers Needed: 
Summer is just around the corner-please sign up to 

volunteer with Zion VBS Music Camp.  We always need 

lots of help-large and small jobs are available.  VBS is 

one of our most important evangelism events of the 

year since we are spreading the gospel of Jesus 

directly to many children who we do not see the rest 

of the year.  Please know that any help you are able to 

give is greatly appreciated and very valuable! 

Jobs:    Set-up:   Sunday, July 27  4-8 pm 

              Clean-up:  Friday, August 1  noon-3 

                              Sunday, August 3  after worship 

              Lunch Hosts: Come and eat lunch with a small 

table of children each day - July 28-August 1 - 11:45-

12:30  - please commit to the entire week 

Chapel Message:  9-9:30 on Tues-Wed or Thur; 2:45-

3:00 on M-T-W or Thur: 5 minute message on our 

theme (Children in the Bible) for chapel time 

            Copy songbook for each child:  Can be done 

anytime in July-you may use church copier  

             Check-in: 8:45-9:30 am Monday, July 28 

             Snack coordinator:  purchase and organize 

preparation of snacks for the week-we will reimburse 

you for the food costs 

             Nametags:  make nametags for the week-

latter part of July 

             Robing:  Sunday morning at 9:30 am, Aug. 3 

            Guitar:  Give your guitar a vacation for the 

week and loan it to us. We'll be very careful and the 

guitars will only be played by 5th and 6th graders 

under careful supervision. 

            Reception host: Sunday morning greet and visit 

with parents of children who are not from Zion - 

prepare coffee and simple snacks for them during our 

warm-up time 9:15-10:00a.m.-we will reimburse the 

cost of snacks 

            Service project helpers: at your convenience- 

see Susan 

        Please contact Tracy in the office or Susan 

Swidnicki : sljswidnicki@gmail.com, if you are available 

to help. Anyone who will have direct contact with 

children needs to pass the background check (date of 

birth and SS# needed) if you have not already done so 

for Zion.  Please prayerfully consider joining us-it's a 

fun and worthwhile way to help spread the Good 

News!    

 

Interested in Golf? 
Women, men & youth, beginners 
to advanced players, please join 
us on Sunday afternoons for a 
round of golf at local clubs.  Play will be 
enjoyable for all levels of golfers.  We will play 9 
holes starting around 1 pm followed by a picnic 
in the park.  Scheduled dates: Aug 10 & Sept 14. 
Bring a friend and RSVP to Lisa Mensinger 
(youth@zelc.org) by the Sunday before, so tee 
times can be scheduled. 

 
 
How To Welcome; 
 

We say we are a 

welcoming church.  

Are we?  Are you? 
Submitted by Diana Robertson 

 

This article is continued from last month. 
 

Do you chat with visitors after the service?  
It's one thing to greet a visitor warmly, and quite 
another to make sure that the welcome continues 
after the service is over. Take the first 3 minutes 

after the service and chat with someone new.  
That's the average time it takes for someone to 
walk out the church door. 
 

Invite them to coffee hour.  Better yet take them 
and stay.  Make sure they aren't left alone with 
coffee and a cookie, and be prepared to take the 
first step in starting a conversation. Introduce 
them to others.  Think too about how else visitors 

might be invited into the life of the church, 
perhaps asking if they're interested in coming to a 
small group, a social event, or a book club (or 
other events sponsored by the church).   
 

Do you want to do more? 
Go beyond the expected and invite them to join 
you for lunch after church.  In another life, I 
always had a meal in the oven on Sunday so that 
we could invite a visitor over after church.  If we 

didn't have a visitor, we invited a church 
member. What a great way to find out more 
about people, sharing a meal together one-on-
one, whether a visitor or a church member.  Make 
a connection somehow, whether it's eating or 
hiking. 
 

When Dave and I held the "Get to Know You" 
Spring Fling in May, we thoroughly enjoyed our 
time with others.  We were blessed by our guests 

and hope this becomes a regular event.  If you 
would like to be involved and "Get to know 
others" we'd love to have you join us.  It was a 
great way to have a conversation beyond "hello". 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ZionSLC 

mailto:sljswidnicki@gmail.com
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LET ME SHINE  

SUMMER CAMP 2014 
 

Your child will experience Jesus time, snack, 

art, play, singing, circle time and lunch. 

Summer Camp is open to Let Me Shine students 

and Zion members who are entering Pre-

Kindergarten (4 year old class) or are going to 

Kindergarten in the fall.  
 

Your child must be 4 years old by 

September 1, 2014. There are 4 spots left 

for the July camp! Call the church office to 

register. 
 

Class size is limited to 15 students. 
 

+July 7-11-Growing Theme  

+August 11-15-Rain Forest Theme 
 

In His Service, 

Barb 

Barb Ballif, Director 

 

Church Council Meeting  

Highlights—June, 2014 

 Let Me Shine Preschool graduated 39 stu-

dents in this 12th year.  The 2014-2015 year 

is fully enrolled with waiting lists.  The Ruth 

Nelson Scholarship fund (financial assistance 

for tuition) received over $3,000 from a di-

rect letter appeal. 

 Erin Basta reported that there are no new 

nominees for vacant council positions.  Vice-

President Erin Basta presided over the elec-

tion positions with the following results:  

Erin Basta, President; Vice President – Va-

cant; Secretary, Margo Bird; Treasurer, Fred 

Strohacker.   Ministry Team Leaders are: 

Melissa Livengood, Youth Team; Alyce 

Gross, Faith Formation Team;   TBD, Con-

gregational Life Team; TBD, Building & 

Grounds Team; TBD, Evangelism Team; Di-

ane Gardner, Worship & Music Team; Doris 

Mason, Mission & Advocacy Team; Alane 

Boyd, Communications Team. 

Keeping the Connection  

through the Summer  

by Diana Robertson 
Summer is here and group members 

get busy with vacations, plans and life.  How does a 

group maintain a strong sense of community, close-

ness, and care if they are to be apart for the better 

part of July and August?  How do they continue to 

respond to each others’ needs? 

One thing to keep in mind during this season is that 

small groups are about relationships—not meetings. 

You can break from regular meetings, but a group 

should never break from doing life together. 

Here are some creative ways to stay in touch during 

the summer:  Read more on our Small Group blog at: 

http://zelc.org/small-group-blog 

Happy 90th Birthday,  

Millie Erdman! July 4th 

http://zelc.org/small-group-blog/2014/5/may-2014-keeping-the-connection-through-the-summer
http://zelc.org/small-group-blog/2014/5/may-2014-keeping-the-connection-through-the-summer
http://zelc.org/small-group-blog
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To Zion Family, 

Maryan and I have 
appreciated and treasured 
our Greater Zion family for years.  Many have come for 
home visiting, brought communion, telephoned, sent 
cards and prepared meals. During April and May the 
support continued during Maryan's final Huntsman stay, 
which all added to the quality of her life and mine at a 
time when it was most needed.  The sermon, musicians 
and incredible choir at the memorial service provided an 
appropriate and marvelous tribute to Maryan's wonderful 
life. The reception afterward, provided by a huge group 
effort, is very much appreciated and it will be long 

remember by everyone who remained for the fellowship. 
 

My life turned upside-down immediately. Words 
cannot begin to describe my gratitude for both the 
emotional and physical support given to me by so many 
people in our Zion family. Rapid transport, with efficiency 
and a smile, now has new meaning. My most sincere 
thanks to everyone who has offered endless kindness 

and support in so many ways to both of us.  

     With love and heartfelt gratitude, Tim Vincent   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Church Family, 

James and I want to express our deep 

appreciation for your prayers and support 
during my mother’s illness, and your many 
expressions of sympathy since her passing.  

Truly you have been the face and hands of 

God to us.   

Diane and James Gardner 

 

 

 

Meditation Group—open to all.  There 

is a meditation group that meets at Zion on 

Thursdays from 6:30pm to 8:00pm.   The 

evening includes sitting meditation, as well as 

listening to recorded talks 

from leading insight 

meditation teachers.  Anne is 

the contact for this group. 

Stop by if you are interested 

or contact the church office. 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   

In the name of Christ, we prayerfully entrust 
to God our sisters and brothers: for the 
mission and ministry entrusted to Zion 

Lutheran Church, especially with congregational 
council members; celebrating 90 years of life with Millie 
Erdman.  
 

VBS Music Camp Summer 2014 

“Children in the Bible’ 

July 28 - August 1;  9am - 3pm 
DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS JULY 7TH: 

Applications are available at Zion in the narthex. Join 

us for music, art, bible study, worship, singing, 

drumming, games and service—all based on children 

in the bible. Kindergarteners through 6th graders. 

$70 for the week with some financial aid available.  

To register contact the church office.  Questions or to 

volunteer, contact Susan Swidnicki 

sljswidnicki@gmail.com 

 

 

Performance opportunities--  The top 
three ways you can tell it's 
summer:  3)  There is no Sunday school 
hour.  2)  You think we have new members 
but they normally attend 

the other worship.  1)  All the "usual" choirs are on 
hiatus!  which presents you with an easy, low-pressure 
opportunity to share your musical talent with the 
congregation during worship.  Contact Jon Hall at 801-
953-6344 or jhjh87@gmail.com to help coordinate.  

 

 
Your help is needed hosting a coffee hour 
after worship.  

The coffee, cream and sugar is provided and 
all you need to bring are some cookies!  You 
don't have to put on a huge spread - it's just 
coffee and a cookie (or two) while speaking with your friends 
at Zion.  Many friendships are made and cultivated during 
this time and what an awesome way for you or you and a 
friend or two to be of service to your family of faith.  Please 
contact Nettie Priet nettie.priet@Hotmail.com  with 
questions. 

 

The annual Thrivent Lutherfest picnic will be on 

Saturday, August 2nd at Murray Park from 10am-

2pm. More details will be forthcoming as we get 

closer.  Thank you!   -Andy, Ron, Travis, Matt and 

Darren, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 
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http://www.tangeroutlet.com/
mailto:sljswidnicki@gmail.com
mailto:jhjh87@gmail.com
mailto:nettie.priet@Hotmail.com
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Contact: Lisa Mensinger, Director of Youth Ministries at (801-582-2321) or email: youth@zelc.org 

WIRED/ZYG 

Justice Journey 2.0 

July 13 to 18, 2014 

Last summer Zion youth joined youth from 

New Mexico on a Justice Journey—Art of 

Storytelling.  Word got around and with the 

help from Sky Ranch, we will be participat-

ing in another Justice Journey this summer 

with 30 youth from Omaha, NE.   

The youth from Omaha are curious about 

life in Utah.  We will be walking along side 

them as we hear the stories of homeless 

youth, people with addictions, as well as ref-

ugee stories. 

ADULTS:  We are in need of people to help 

prepare food for 40-50 people.  If you have a 

few hours to spare, please see Lisa 

Mensinger.   

YOUTH:  Please keep in your prayers the 

youth who will host the Omaha 

group:  Claire Nelson, Mack Mensinger, Ben 

Wenzel, Amanda Bishop (OSLC) & Luke 

Widner (Elim).  

 

It is Good! 

Please note golfing will not take place in  

July due to the Greater Zion Day celebration 

in Sugarhouse Park. I will see all interested 

golfers on August 10th.               ~Lisa 

 

Pictures 

from our 

first golf 

outing on 

June 22nd, 

Mick 

Riley Golf 

Course, 

Murray. 

 

 

Six golfers 

attended.  

 

MELON BOWL 

Badminton and Leap-Frog 

A successful afternoon of  

fun and fellowship! 

mailto:youth@zelc.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
        

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

    1 

10:45 Lib Work 

2 

7 Men’s Bible 

Study 

9 Yoga 

10 Staff Mtg 

3 OFFICE CLOSED 4 

9 Yoga 

5 

6 

10:00 Worship 

7 

9 Yoga 

VBS Registration 

Deadline 

8 

 

 

7 Compassionate 

Friends Mtg 

 

9 

7 Men’s Bible 

Study 

9 Yoga 

10 Staff Mtg 

10 11 

9 Yoga 

12 

 

13 

10:00 Worship 

14 

 

 

 

6:30 Cong  

Council Mtg 

off-site 

15 16 

7 Men’s Bible 

Study 

10 Staff Mtg 

 

 

11 Lydia Cir off-

site 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

7 LMS Board Mtg 

off-site 

18 19 

 

20 

10:00 Worship 

2 Baptisms 

GREATER ZION 

DAY-Sugarhouse 

Park 

 

21 

9 Yoga 

 

22 

10:45 Lib Work 

23 

7 Men’s Bible 

Study 

9 Yoga 

10 Staff Mtg 

24 25 

9 Yoga 

26 

Classroom floors 

cleaned 

 

2-5 VBS Jr 

Counselor 

Training 

27 

10:00 Worship 

 

2-5 VBS Set up 

and Training 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

7 Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

10 Staff Mtg 

31   
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at a glance... 

 10:00am 
 

July 6 Marsha Gilford 

July 13 

July 20 

July 27 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark Nelson and 

volunteers 
 

 

 

 

 

July 6 Carrie Hinderaker 

 Marsha Gilford 

July 13 Jan Heins 

 Holly Graham 

July 20 Newtons 

 Melissa Livengood 

July 27 Marci Hall 

 Marsha Gilford 

 

 

 

July 6 & 13:  Warren & Judy  

  Patten 

 

July 20 & 27:  Doug & Holly 

  Graham 

 

 

 

July 6  Lauren Swidnicki, Olivia 

           Trapp, Gwen Trapp 

July, 2014 

“Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth.” 
 

Psalm 86:11 

Assisting Ministers: 

Children’s Message 

Altar Guild: 

Ushers: 

Hosts/Greeters: 

Let Me Shine Preschool Camp Monday thru Friday from 9am to 1pm 

Youth Justice Journey Week 

VBS Music Camp Monday-Friday 9am to 3pm 

Yoga will not meet at Zion the 

weeks of 7/14 and 7/28. 

Celebrate Greater Zion Day, July 20th 



 

1070 Foothill Drive 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

Phone: 801.582.2321 

Fax: 801.583.8043 

Email: office@zelc.org 

 

2013-2014 ZELC 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

PRESIDENT 

Erin Basta 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Open Position 

 

 SECRETARY 

Margo Bird 

 

TREASURER 

Fred Strohacker 

 

Alane Boyd 

Diane Gardner 

Alyce Gross 

Melissa Livengood 

Doris Mason  

www.zelc.org 

Your feedback is  

welcome on the  

information on  

our site. 

GREATER ZION DAY PICNIC 

On July 20th, we celebrate the 132nd anniversary of the founding of 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Salt Lake City.  The Church was 

founded on July 18, 1882, by five pioneer individuals who worshipped orig-

inally in a sod house in downtown Salt Lake City. We celebrate and remem-

ber those faithful who have gone before us as 

Zion Evangelical Lutherans in this valley for 

132 years.  Zion is the fifth oldest Lutheran 

church in the western United States and the 

oldest in Utah.  For over 70 years, Zion's peo-

ple have recognized this founders' day each 

year as Greater Zion Day, with a picnic in the out of doors.  The signifi-

cance of the "greater" in Greater Zion Day is that in the early days Zion 

had branch congregations in places like Sandy, Eureka and Park City, the 

founders' day was the one day that the 

"greater" community got together from the 

branches and the main church to celebrate Zi-

on's birthday.  We continue that tradition to-

day.   

When was the 

last time you 

sat by a stream, watched children play in 

the water, had a meal with friends out-

side in a pavilion, or played bocce ball on 

the grass?  Yes, people of Scandinavian 

origin do play bocce ball!  These activi-

ties and more are all a part of Greater Zion Day.  

Mark your calendars now and plan to at-

tend Greater Zion Day, Sunday, July 

20th at Sugarhouse Park, Lakeside Pa-

vilion, after worship at Zion. Please join 

us for an afternoon of food, fun 

and fellowship.  

 

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex.  Chicken, hot 

dogs, and beverages will be provided.  

Please bring a dish to share. Contact 

the church office if you would like to 

sign up and cannot get to church to do 

so. 801-582-2321 or office@zelc.org. 

 

 


