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2014 Annual Report from Pastor John
Looking back on the year of 2014, so many good things took place that it is difficult to say, “This was the
highlight of our year of ministry together.” I marvel at the generosity shown by everyone is so many ways and
I thank God for giving us the will and resources to make such a difference in peoples’ lives throughout the
world. It is a blessing to be able to serve as the pastor of such a mission oriented congregation.
At the end of this brief report, you will see some of the primary pastoral acts which occurred in 2014. The one
event I was not able to be present at and serve was the wedding of Chad and Sarah in August, though I really
wanted to be there since it was in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, not too far from where I was born. The
funerals we experienced this past year were difficult for us as a community of faith but we hung on to the
promise of the Resurrection and celebrated the lives and love of our brothers and sisters who have gone
before us!!
At the end of 2014, Hosanna reports a baptized membership of 363 and an average worship attendance
(though not exact) of 130.
I look forward to serving with and among all of you in the year of 2015. Together, we will continue to be
about our mission of “Serving God, Changing Lives!!”

Hosanna Lutheran Church
2014 Statistics

Baptisms:
Chiseko Alice Kombo
Jocelyn Olivia Shiplett
Andre Alexander Lewis
Tanesha Renee Thompson

01/26/2014
03/02/2014
06/08/2014
11/30/2014

Weddings:
Douglas Wolf and Patricia Perez
Chad Hemingway and Sarah Anderton
Daniel Stavinoha and Melissa Burns

06/07/2014
08/23/2014
11/01/2014

Deaths:
Glenda Spence
Mark Chaney
Juanita Auer
Mary Edmunds
Michele Ritter
Peggy Pilkington

Death
02/22/2014
03/09/2014
06/09/2014
10/10/2014
10/29/2014
12/02/2014

Service
02/27/2014
03/14/2014
06/16/2014
10/16/2014
11/16/2014
12/05/2014
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Serving God, Changing Lives!
2014 was a very exciting year at Hosanna. As we grow, we continue to share our Six Guiding
Principles.
Praise God as our Lord and Savior.
Everyone is a minister, serving with joy.
Prayer changes everything.
Listen to and act on God’s Word.
Invite and welcome all people.
Generously share God’s blessing.
The Team Reports describe all the ways that the family of Hosanna has experienced each one
of these in our daily lives and in our ministry to our community here in Northwest Harris
County. I would like to spend a few minutes talking about Hosanna in 2015 and beyond.
Our congregation was blessed financially in 2014. This will allow us to grow our ministry as
we live out our Mission Statement of Serving God, Changing Lives.
Plans are well underway to make 2015 even more exciting than 2014. We will continue to
serve our community through NAM, IHN, Habitat for Humanity, WomenCraft, Eickenroht
Elementary, etc. and even expand into new avenues of service to our community and beyond.
We are known as a friendly and welcoming congregation and we are working to see how we
can expand this effort. The community is changing and we will work to invite and welcome all
of our neighbors.
2015 will also be exciting as we conduct, what we hope, will be our last Capital Campaign to
pay off the mortgage on our building. We hope that within the next 2 – 2 ½ years we will be
celebrating a Mortgage Burning as we pay off our current building mortgage. How exciting
that will be for all of us.
God Bless you and thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you as your president. I
look forward to a great year in our ministry together.
Chad Greer
President
Hosanna Lutheran Church
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REPORT FROM THE 2014 ELCA TEXAS AND
LOUISIANA GULF COAST SYNOD ASSEMBLY
The assembly opened on Thursday, March 8, 2014 at 1:30 pm.
The Hosanna representatives had hoped to arrive early to visit some of
the exhibits that had opened that morning, but those plans were set
back. Traffic was the main topic of discussion early in the assembly.
There had been a Hazmat wreck on I-10 around Baytown that shut the
highway down for a while and then allowed traffic to trickle through.
That affects a very large portion of the synod and so it was a hot topic
of discussion. We opened with prayers from Pastor Mike Button of St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Baton Rouge. It was a nice inspirational
opening, but the thing that I think about most when I think of Mike Button, is how twice during the assembly, at
very appropriate times, he began singing the Doxology. Everyone quickly picked up on it and it became a very
moving part of the assembly. Overall, I think the attendees in general were very engaged.
The keynote that day was a talk from three Rabbis: Rabbi Tom Gardner, Rabbi Jordan Goldson and Rabbi
Barry Weinstein; it was on the Shema. The Shema is Deuteronomy 6:4-9: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord Our God is one
Lord; And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
And these words which I command you this day shall be in your heart: And you shall repeat them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the wand and when you
lie down and when you rise up. And you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as a token
between your eyes. And you shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” This was
the theme of the assembly. The Rabbis sang them, and explained how they literally do what is prescribed in this.
They live this and pass it on to the next generations. They received a standing ovation from the assembly, which
pleased and surprised them, as they never got that reaction from their own congregation.
Business was next. Synod Vice President Evan Moilan led the election for synod council positions. The
Mission Endowment Fund delivered their report and a collection was taken for the fund. A new fund was also
established and if your cell phone rang, you were to deposit $25 in the collection basket. The elections went very
smooth and we took a coffee break with finally our chance to see some of the exhibits. Schools, missions,
handcrafts, books and more were all on display for explanation and sales.
The bishop gave his “State of the Synod” report and it was very good news. Sure we are getting smaller.
The ELCA has gotten smaller each year of its 25-year existence. However, we are shrinking at a smaller rate and
most important, we are doing great things in our communities. Each Dean of the various Conferences (previously
Ministeriums) then delivered their report on the happenings in their conferences - once again, positive people,
pointing out positive actions within their area. The Conference system is fairly new but seems to be working
quite well. Pedro Suarez, the Director of Evangelical Mission then delivered his report. He sees transitions and
start-ups in the synod and had positive things to say as well. All of these reports are still on the “Guidebook” app
at the time of this writing. This was really great to have all the information at your fingertips using through the
Guidebook app.
The evening devotions were a reflection on what the Rabbis talked about earlier in the day. It focused on
how each of the 3 Gospels treated the Shema and the way Jesus replied when asked what the greatest
commandment was. There were reflections on three of the Gospel texts. The reflections were insightful and
really got the audience to stop and think about what that all means and how powerful those words are. There
was music between the reflections by local musician Everrett Parker - a very beautiful approach.
Now the dinner break and your Hosanna representatives went to the acclaimed Acme Oyster House where
Jeff Hartmann enjoyed the 4th best sandwich in the area! We returned and attended the evening reception for
President Golike of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Central African Republic. He had been visiting the
United States after some very traumatic times back home. There was a coup that threatened him personally, as
well as his family. He has been through a great deal and some near death experiences. He was a very strong and
pleasant individual. We called it a night.
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Friday, May 9, 2014 started with a nice breakfast at the hotel followed by a morning prayer led by Pr. Robin
McCullough-Bade. The keynote speaker of the morning was Dr. Michael Pasquier of the Religious Studies faculty
at Louisiana State University. We heard an interesting perspective from an outsider of the ELCA community. He
was quite analytical, with maps and statistics about where Lutherans are and where we are going in today’s
context and culture. He asked some good thought provoking questions about ourselves and tied it back into loving
God. His presentation was a good “mind-opening” way to start the day. Pr. Blair Lundborg presented the
Leadership Report explaining transitions and Campus Ministry work within the Synod. Then, Peggy Hahn, the
Director of LEAD gave her report. She showed a grid which explained churches and church leadership in its
various stages. It really made everyone stop and think about where their church is and where they want it to
be. She incorporated LEAD into loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.
After a break came the reports from our Partner Ministries including: Mission Investment Fund, Campus
Ministries, Young Adults in Global Mission, Lutheran Seminary Program
in the Southwest, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, our
Companion Synods in Peru, and the Central African Republic. The reports
in general were positive with growth happening, and still room for growth
in all areas. President Golike spoke at length at this time about the
events and the needs of his church. A question and answer period
followed. A beautiful moment occurred when we all surrounded
President Golike in love and prayer. A very moving and heartfelt
response to his sharing of the struggles in CAR.
IMMERSION Time!!!
A box lunch took us to our immersions. There were 4 total; we split up and went to 3. Sue Loudermilk
went to the Mind Immersion and reported: The Mind Immersion experience challenged participants to view their
faith practices (their discipleship) as living out their baptismal promises of “living among God’s faithful people,
nurturing them in faith & prayer, proclaiming Christ through word and deed, caring for others & the world God
made, and working for justice and peace”. We were given a lengthy list of approximately 25 Bible verses to review
& then chose the one that best told our church’s story. I was immediately drawn to Micah 6:6-8...”With what shall
I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has told you, O mortal, what is
good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?” The prophet, Micah, is reprimanding the religious community for ignoring their neighbors. I see these verses
as an admonishment that as old practices are no longer effective; we are to be creative to continue in our
baptismal promises. God does require that we be grounded in him & the Gospel as we develop new ways of
reaching out to our neighbors with mercy and justice. As Hosanna has gone through the visioning process and
developed the guiding principles, we have realized that we need to reach out to our surrounding community in
new ways.
The small group that I shared time with was representative of rural, urban, large, and small congregations.
Even with this diversity, we found some common challenges. All of the congregations have decided that they
need to take their ministries out into their surrounding communities and not wait for the community to come to
them. A second shared concern was the missing 20-40 yr. old age group.......no solutions were given for this
concern.
Our final task is to take this exercise back to our churches through Sunday school or Bible study groups &
have them do some brain storming – ours is the Hosanna story.
Jeff Hartmann attended the Strength Immersion and reported: Strength was a good health oriented
immersion. We took heights and weights and blood pressure, and pulses etc. and were given a personal wellness
report. Many of the participants were quick to share ways they changed small habits that overall made big
changes in their health. The facilitators shared additional ways. My overall wellness score was 75, which translates
to “Doing Well” (my worst category was nutrition which is not helped by the delicious fried seafood in Baton
Rouge.) The overall point of the immersion was being good stewards of our body and that allows us to “Love God
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With All Our Strength.” This immersion also took it one step farther as we took a walk through Bluebonnet Swamp
in the middle of Baton Rouge. This is very similar to Jesse H. Jones Park in Humble off FM 1960. A guided nature
hike there reminded us of God’s beautiful creation, and the two mile or so walk helped us to love God with all our
strength. Right as we finished, the rain poured down. We saw many snakes.
Pat Gibbons went on the Soul Immersion and reported: In essence, the
soul is our total self, which we Christians believe lives forever with God. A
perspective may be that our Heart, Mind and Strength are one with the Soul. The
Soul is spiritual in nature rather than physical. It touches God with faith whether
it is Jewish, Buddhism, Islam, Catholic or Protestant religions. I was very fortunate
to experience the Jewish faith by listening to the rabbis share their perspective of
the Shema, the beauty of the Buddhist temple and humble Vietnamese Buddhist
priest (who is a psychologist), the sharing of the IMAM at the Islamic mosque along with other brothers and sisters
who shared their beliefs and dessert too, and finally a Methodist church where we experienced walking the
labyrinth together, taking a spiritual gifts assessment, and finally journaling our experiences whether it be in
prayer, pictures, poems or thoughts of the day(s). All of these were first time experiences for me. I learned so
much and yet I cannot share fully how this experience has deepened my belief that God has many faces to many
people. I think in many ways we all try to understand him and what he wants us to do by expressing our
connection in various religions. Each religion had God as their focus and they pursue God in their human
understandings of scriptures. The Roux is a mixture of equal parts fat and flour, and is one of the most common
thickeners for sauces and soups. Our Roux is Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength which is the recipe base for all that we
do.
Because of the rain, we decided to eat dinner at the hotel and it was very good. Then we set out for the
evening worship at University United Methodist Church. It was a great traditional service. They had a huge loud
organ and we sang huge and loud right along with it. We waited a bit to get started as people came in slowly
because of the weather. “Talk about an immersion” Bishop Reinhart said. After the worship, there was a dessert
reception sponsored by Thrivent. It featured many local desserts. When Jeff got back to his room he discovered
that Mike Reinhart was staying across the hall. So he hung out for a bit with some of the synod leaders.
We began the last day with breakfast and a Centered Prayer with Rev. Janee Jarrell. This is an extended
silent, dark meditation that really “centers” you for the day. We reflected upon and processed the immersions
from the day before, with attendees of each one discussing their individual and group experiences. All reactions
were positive.
The treasurer then gave a report; the synod is doing well so the budget passed without much fanfare. The
only thing was that someone mentioned they should increase the amount they give to Lutherhill, which easily
passed. The timing on that was excellent, as Lutherhill had their board meeting next. We got to play a camp game
which actually did help us to get to know each other better. The youthful energy of the Lutherhill staff is
infectious, and they have a new slide going in at the pond that sounds like great fun.
Program Director for Faith Practices and Missional Leadership Brenda Smith gave the Churchwide Report
from the ELCA. She had also assisted in the service the previous night and ran the Mind immersion. This was
followed by recognitions of longtime serving ELCA Pastors.
With all the business and presentations completed, we were treated
to a performance by Heritage. Heritage is a Baton Rouge choral ensemble
whose mission is to perpetuate the “Negro Spiritual”. They are definitely
achieving their goal. Familiar songs were sung in unfamiliar ways and many
songs we heard for the first time. A great deal of talent in that group and
they were a pleasure to watch and hear. From their slow march in until the
final song, they put passion into everything they did. Bishop Reinhart closed
out the assembly with prayer and the drive home was not nearly as slow as
the ride there; we made it back for the Mulkey Dinner, having “made our
roux”.
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HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH MINISTRY CELEBRATION &
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AGENDA
January 26, 2014

Call To Order
Declaration Of A Quorum
Prayer
Hosanna Celebration Dinner
Celebrating all God’s Blessings today

Pat Gibbons, President
Karrie Jenkins, Secretary
Pastor John Boldt
Pastor Boldt
John Gabrielson
Pastor Boldt
Forward In Faith With Vision Team
Volunteers Share Their Joys

Stewardship Campaign
Hosanna Financial Update
Capital Campaign Milestone
Hosanna In The Community (Jan 13-18)

Mission – Future Hopes
Congregational Meeting Minutes

Nancy Agafitei, Mission Focus
Karrie Jenkins

Annual Meeting Held on January 20, 2013
Regular Meeting Held On December 15, 2013

Approval of 2013 Annual Reports
Offering of Prayers/Joys
Lord’s Prayer
Adjournment

Pat Gibbons
Hosanna Ministers (Congregation)
Pastor John Boldt & Congregation
Pat Gibbons
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HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH
MINISTRY CELEBRATION & ANNUAL CONGREGATONAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 26, 2014
Thirty-Seventh Annual Congregational Meeting
Call to Order
Meeting was called to order by President Pat Gibbons at 11:47 a.m. in the church Fellowship
Hall. Hosanna Celebration Dinner, Celebrating all God’s Blessings Today, was held during the
meeting.
Declaration of a Quorum
Secretary Jenkins advised that a quorum was present (78 members in attendance).
Prayer
Prayer was offered by Pastor John Boldt.
Stewardship Campaign – John Gabrielson
John addressed the congregation saying he felt confident from the response he is seeing with
the 2014 giving estimates for the year that we would meet the goal.
John thanked Gretchen Lundquist, Gary and Nina Hellner, and all those who helped in
preparing for the meeting.
Hosanna Financial Update – Pastor John Boldt
Pastor John reported we are $25,000 in the black for the end of the year. He looks forward to
a wonderful year of ministry.
Capital Campaign Milestone – Forward in Faith with Vision Team
Gary Hellner presented a history of Hosanna beginning in 1975. He shared that Hosanna’s
beginning was a congregation that worshiped at Bammel Elementary School for over three
years and then constructed a building at this site on Ella Boulevard in 1978. There were other
mortgages that this congregation has already successfully paid back. He continued to share
the master plan and his presentation is available to anyone who would like it.
The Hosanna Finance Committee has provided leadership over five capital campaigns focused
on reduction of mortgage debt.
Jon Evans reported the Forward in Faith with Vision Capital Campaign has reached the
$200,000 receipts milestone. Hosanna has now paid one million dollars of the principle
mortgage debt. During January, 2014 Hosanna Finance Committee approved additional
principle debt reduction of $25,000. On January 31, 2014 estimated Hosanna mortgage debt
balance was $290,174. The Forward in Faith with Vision Team reports “There is no mountain
of debt but just a molehill and a clear view to the future. Hosanna has a good economic
climate. The mortgage is almost gone.”
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Hosanna in the Community
“Hosanna in the Community” provided an opportunity for Hosanna members to perform
volunteer work in the local Houston community during a special Servant Week January 13 th
through the 18th.
Nancy Agafitei, Vice President and Mission Focus leader presented a Power Point which
highlighted our guiding principle “Everyone is a Minister Serving with Joy”, sharing pictures
and comments from our week of serving others.
Houston Community Hosanna Served
Volunteers: 55 adults, 4 Teens, 2 kids
Volunteer Hours: 216 hours:
Northwest Assistance Ministries Resale Shop
Interfaith Care Partners

Eickenroht Elementary School
Habitat for Humanity Restore

Abandoned Animal Rescue Center

Carpet Cleaning

Southern Knights Assisted Living Center
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards
Barbara Bush Library
Barbara Bush Library Friends
Harris County Friends of the Library

Women’s Interfaith Book Discussion
Habitat for Humanity Build Site
Meals on Wheels
Gulf Coast Regional Bloodmobile

Mission Focus – Future Hopes
Nancy, on behalf of Mission Focus and Council, spoke about our hope for the future is to
continue on this same path. “Houston is changing and we are changing with it.” The Mission
Focus team will look into trying to do service projects quarterly. Also we would still like to
have a congregational retreat at Lutherhill, “Hosanna in the Woods”.
Approval of Minutes
Motion to approve minutes of Annual Congregational Meeting, January 20, 2013 was made by
Bob Dejmal, seconded by Maureen Kennedy – Motion approved.
Motion to approve minutes of Congregational Meeting, December 15, 2013 was made by
Pastor John Boldt, seconded by Nancy Agafitei – One voice against. Motion approved.
Suggestion was made by Gary Hellner that in the future minutes and reports are made
available earlier, providing more time for review.

Annual Team Reports – President Pat Gibbons
Annual Reports were provided by each team for review.
Motion to approve Annual Reports was made by Nancy Agafitei, seconded by Joe Hughes –
motion approved.
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Offering of Prayers/Joys
President Gibbons is thankful to be with Hosanna serving and moving forward. She also was
thankful that Ron Christ is doing well; and for all in this congregation who help others with
their needs.

Lord’s Prayer
The congregation, led by Pastor John and Pat Gibbons, joined hands and together prayed the
Lord’s Prayer.
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned by President Gibbons at 12:19 p.m.

Karrie Jenkins
Council Secretary
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Hosanna Lutheran Church
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 14, 2014

Call to Order

Chad Greer, President

Opening Prayer

Pastor John

Quorum

Karrie Jenkins, Secretary

Minutes on Last Meeting

Karrie Jenkins, Secretary

2015 Spending Priorities

Ron Christ and Team

Old Business
New Business
For the Good of the Church
Motion to Adjourn
Closing Prayer

All
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SERVING GOD, CHANGING LIVES!
HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH
Congregational Meeting Minutes
December 14, 2014
Call to Order
President Greer called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. in the Hosanna Sanctuary.
Prayer
Prayer was offered by Pastor Boldt.
Declaration of a Quorum
Secretary Jenkins advised a quorum was present with 51 members in attendance.
Congregational Meeting Minutes
Minutes of the previous Congregational Meeting held on September 14, 2014 were presented
by Secretary Jenkins for review. Following correction called for:
Change approximately 1 ½ years to pay off debt to 2 ½ years
(pg 2, 2nd paragraph).
President Greer called for a motion to approve minutes with correction. Motion made by
Pastor John, seconded by Sue King. Minutes approved.
2015 Spending Priorities – Robert Brown and Team
Building Fund – There is available cash at this time of approximately 25,000 dollars. Mortgage
has been paid each month. We now have a mortgage balance of approximately 271,000
dollars. A campaign will be put together and presented early next year to continue paying off
this debt.
General Fund – Hosanna has had the best year financially than it has in many years. Though
we have had a decline in membership, primarily those who have moved away, Hosanna has
done well. General Fund income of 325,000 dollars from giving has resulted in a 27,000
dollar cash balance. Robert commented this is a tribute to all at Hosanna. Also, benevolence
was increased from 7.5% to 8.0%.
2015 Budget - Finance Team has worked hard to come up with what they feel is a reasonable
and doable Budget for 2015. Total expenditures for 2015 are estimated at 339,160 dollars
with 26,000 dollars to benevolence. Pastor John said Hosanna continues to be in the top ten
in benevolence giving in actual dollars, even while being a smaller congregation averaging a
weekly attendance of 110. Total receipts for 2015 are estimated at 332,100 dollars. It was
suggested that because expenditures are estimated to be a little higher than receipts, Council
would need to be very careful in looking at operating costs each month and be aware of any
changes that may need to be made during the year. Council agreed and will be very diligent in
watching the budget closely each month.
Salaries - There has been an increase in staff salaries as hours and job descriptions have
changed. Gretchen Lindquist’s hours have increased from 20 to the 25 she has been
averaging each week. Sarah Lysiak, has added to her duties as Choir director the position
vacated by Shelly Gunhouse as Children’s Music Director. Marquette Henderson is planning
to return to school which would vacate his position as Family Life Director. This budget line
will remain in place however, as the Staff Support team works towards filling that position
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when Marquette leaves. Pastor John’s salary does not show an increase for 2015 as he
voluntarily took a freeze. Pastor said that though he has chosen to take this freeze, his salary
is still competitive in nature and Staff Support Team is good with his decision. Finance Team
reported in the future there should not be a significant change in staff salaries, as they feel it
has been addressed adequately. The only future salary adjustment should be a normal cost of
living increase of 2-3%. It is noted that we have a wonderful, hard working staff.
CPR Fund (Capitalization, Preservation & Replace) - IIn looking at the budget forecast it was
noted and discussed that repairs and unexpected items do not come from the General Fund
but should come from the CPR account. The CPR account was explained as being used for
unexpected expenditures, like the one addressed this year when the number 7 air conditioner
unit stopped working and had to be replaced. After meeting this unexpected expenditure
there is at this time only 1,000 dollars left in this account. The CPR account is funded by
donation with a line marked for this purpose on the offering envelopes. Stewardship will
consider sending out a letter to the congregation addressing the CPR fund.
Motion to Approve – President Greer called for a motion to approve the 2015 budget as
presented by the Finance Team. Motion made by Nancy Agafitei, seconded by Craig Jenkins.
All in favor - 2015 Budget approved.
For the Good of the Church


Heda Christ commented and thanked Becky Wolf for all the volunteer hours she
spends giving of her time and talents. Many times seeing what didn’t get done and
getting it done.



Robert Brown thanked Becky Wolf for all the work that she does for Finance. Books
are kept current and everything is paid on time.



Robert Brown thanked Jennifer Jackowski for her work with the Stewardship Team
on saving and planning for a new parking lot at Hosanna. Though the money had to
be used towards the unexpected expense of replacing the air conditioning unit, her
diligent effort is very much appreciated.



Pastor John said we need to remain conscious of the future of Hosanna as we
continue to focus on our mission. God is using Hosanna in amazing ways as seen
through our commitment to IHN and African Initiative. In the seven years he has
been at Hosanna he sees the congregation as generous in reaching out and is
thrilled to be among its members.



Pastor thanked Gary Hellner for helping to keep expenses down at Hosanna by
getting a lower insurance premium in place.



Bill King asked that we pray for his and Sue’s nephew as he is deployed with his
military unit and is in harm’s way. Bill asked that we pray for his nephew’s safety as
well as for all who serve our country.



Jean Waldo thanked the congregation for all the prayers given for Brach. He is
doing well and will soon be returning to church.
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Chad Greer thanked the Finance Team for their hard work and Pastor John for
always being available to help.



Richard Dove thanked the Finance Team and Council for the work that they do in
evaluating Hosanna’s money as it is not an easy job.



Nickie Brooks said she is thankful for the Hosanna Congregation and all who help
with IHN and all that needs to be done.

Lord’s Prayer
The congregation led by Pastor John and Chad Greer joined hands and together prayed the
Lord’s Prayer.
Adjournment
Chad Greer called for a motion to adjourn meeting. Heather McNeil made motion to adjourn,
Nickie Brooks seconded, motion passed.
Meeting was adjourned by President Greer at 12:00 p.m.

Karrie Jenkins
Council Secretary
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MISSION FOCUS
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2014
Team Leader: Heather McNeil
Team Members : Pastor Boldt, Pat Gibbons, Nancy Agafitei, Richard Dove, Betty Dove, Ann Hartmann, Tom
Eishen
We continue as a team to work together and find ways to promote our mission at Hosanna. Our theme is to
“Invite and Welcome all People” and as such we try to equip ourselves with relevant knowledge and find creative ways to do this.
We share these accomplishments since our last Council meeting:
JANUARY: We had our Barbecue Luncheon on the 26th January, 2014 to celebrate with our Stewardship Campaign for reaching the One Million Dollars milestone. We also were celebrating the passing of our exceeding
target of 100 hours of volunteer work. We were entertained with a power-point presentation by past Team
Leader Nancy Agafitei showing our church members participating in different activities to represent Servants’
week.
APRIL: We prepared and served Lenten Soup Supper on Thursday April 3, 2014. We had our second
“Hosanna in the Community” Lenten Servant event with fifty four (54) persons participating of which we had
four (4) teens. We completed (246) volunteer hours at fourteen (14) different community based activities including Habitat for Humanity and NAM restore. We joined forces with the newly formed “Hospitality Team”
headed by Becky Wolf and Barbara Dejmal and had a joint meeting to discuss and gather ideas to help us
improve how we invite and welcome our visitors here at Hosanna. Pastor Boldt had set the date of April 27 th,
2014 to meet with our young adults group (20 -39 yr. old) and have an informal spaghetti dinner to just “talk”
with them. However, this meeting was rescheduled for a date in June because many other activities were
happening within the congregation during that time.
JUNE: We set up a communications task force with mission focus members to discuss areas that need improvements. This group included our office manager Gretchen Lundquist and Pastor Boldt. We decided that
we needed to update the church website, update our Facebook page and resume the weekly assignments
and prayer chain email lists. We planned a Council retreat for council members at Lutherhill and made efforts
to get ideas from other teams about other ways to engage all members of Hosanna. We had a meeting with
our young adults group on the 29th June, 2014 with Pastor John as the moderator. We served a spaghetti dinner and our CREW members provided childcare. We had eight (8) persons in attendance and from our discussions with them they all agreed that they are happy coming to Hosanna, but wanted to find more ways to
purposefully connect with us. They decided to start a Facebook page on which to share ideas and to connect
with each other.
JULY: We updated and presented our new Welcome Brochure and have a new Brochure display rack. Our
website is totally updated and running smoothly. We had our new “Time and Talent” survey available both in
print and online. We had (20) applicants doing the online application. We planned the “Hosanna in the Park”
activity and decided that each team will work in pairs to plan a game or activity to depict “Hospitality”. We
made plans to do a craft activity (Quilting) on the church premises for the nationwide ECLA day “Gods’ work.
Our hands”, and to invite our friends from our Muslim interfaith group. To better understand the issues of
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our young adults in regards to the Church, our Adult Sunday School class is reading and discuss the book
“Reverse Mentoring; How Young Leaders can transform the church and why we should let them. We had our
second meeting with our young Adult group on July 29th, 2014 and there were 15 persons in attendance. We
had another very good discussion and they decided to continue with the group meetings and to make an
effort to be more involved with activities for serving at Hosanna.
SEPTEMBER: September 7, 2014 “Gods’ work. Our hands”. Sunday: This was celebrated with a service then
all the different teams would separate to their planned activity. We joined with the Care Team to make quilts
that will be sent to the homeless and IHN shelters and to make hearts from pottery for the PAIN centre. We
were joined in this service activity with our Muslim friends from our INTERFAITH group and it was successful
as all together we did service for our community. The weekend of September 12-13, 2014 the outgoing and
the incoming team leaders joined with the Church Council for a council retreat at Lutherhill in planning and
prayer for our mission here at Hosanna.
OCTOBER: Hosanna in the Park picnic was a huge success and everyone had a great time. The weather was
perfect and everyone had a good time and said this was the best one ever. We give thanks to God for this opportunity to praise him even in the park as we have fun.
Going forward our Ministry team will focus on these issues:





To ensure that communications is strengthened within the church within all teams and members
Seek and find other creative areas to offer help to all members
Ensure that all members of Hosanna (active or not) feel our love and to be informed of all activities.
Create more “servant days” activities/opportunities.

We continue as a team to work together with GOD’S help and find ways to promote our theme “Invite and
Welcome all People” here at Hosanna. We thank you for all your support and ask for your prayers as we continue to do the work set before us.
Your humble servant,
Heather E. McNeil
Team Leader
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DISCIPLESHIP TEAM
2014 ANNUAL REPORT
Team Leader/Council Servant: Sue Loudermilk
Team Members: Bernie Brown, Joyce Evans, Angela Martin, Monica Martin, Marquette Henderson
Team Guiding Principle: Everyone is a minister serving with joy
2014 was a very busy year for the discipleship team. In January and April, team members participated in Hosanna in
the Community volunteer activities. We co-hosted the Wednesday soup supper with the Spiritual Life Team on March
19th. The team participated in the Sept. 7th God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday by coordinating two volunteer opportunities
with Spiritual Life & Staff Support. One activity was providing 100 sack lunches for Star of Hope. Our congregation’s
children decorated the lunch bags & the adults packed & delivered the lunches. Another team of volunteers went
downtown to the Beacon Day Center where they folded laundry and served over 900 lunches. Team members also
participated in the quarterly blood drive, IHN, Eickenroht activities, and Hosanna in the Park.
The Hosanna CREW served Easter breakfast, did a Mother’s Day carwash, attended the Senior High Retreat at
Lutherhill, wrapped the Seaman’s Christmas boxes, and 7 youth/3 sponsors traveled to New York City in July for their
servant event at various soup kitchens.
Milestone Ministries, under the direction of Bernie Brown, presented baptismal chests to 4 families, wrapped 4
graduating seniors with Hosanna blankets, & recognized the blessing of the driver’s licenses for 2 youth with the
presentation of key chains.
Adult Education had three offerings this year. One class, led by Pastor John, had topical discussions. A second class, cofacilitated by Nancy Agafitei and Ken Loudermilk, utilized a variety of books to guide their faith discussions. The topics
included To Life, A Study of Judaism; Radical Hospitality; Holy Purpose; and Reverse Mentoring. A third option was
offered on the second Sunday of October (Identify Theft), November (Making a Difference), and December (Operation
Bully Proofing). The presentations were provided by our Thrivent representative, Max Stover.
Godly Play continued to be offered on Sunday mornings under the direction of Joyce Evans & Angela Martin. Kid’s
Church is held each Sunday using age appropriate activities guided by the lessons for the day. Angela Martin & Monica
Martin are assisted by the Hosanna CREW during Kid’s Church. Both of these activities took a break for the summer &
resumed on Rally Day, Sept. 14th. The team provided juice and balloons for the children to celebrate Rally Day. Senior
High Sunday School was led by Jean Waldo and Mindy Williams. Seven Hosanna youth attended summer camp at
Lutherhill this year.
VBS was provided by the Lutherhill traveling camp team the week of June 23-27. The Hosanna CREW publicized this
event by handing out flyers in the surrounding neighborhoods. The VBS daily attendance varied from 27-42 youth.
Volunteers for this week included the CREW and many adults for food preparation.
The team leader was a voting member at the Synod Assembly in Baton Rouge May 8-10.
The team continues to explore ways to grow disciples at Hosanna. We thank the congregation for their generous
support of our activities.
Sue Loudermilk
Team Leader
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Spiritual Life Committee Annual Report for YE 2014
Committee Members: Beth Chaney, Marie Tyrell, Shelly Gunhouse, Sister Anna Marie, Barb Dejmal,
Kathy Burns, Dan Burns, Judy Hunt, Maureen Kennedy, Barbara Vroom, David Vroom, and Pastor John
Committee Chair: Pam Wells
We took a major look at the Time & Talents of our congregation through the completion of a very detailed survey.
Participation was fantastic, and we ended up with names of individuals willing to put their hearts and hands to good
work in many new areas. The cooperation on these surveys was outstanding and we are now able to utilize more of
our talents through volunteering in every facet of our church’s/congregation’s lives.
I have heard about ringing in the New Year, however, we began long before that. Our Bell Choir has been doing
some AMAZING THINGS. Those bells have been a ringing!! And Judy Hunt has worked vigilantly
on making this her devoted calling. As the “Leader of the Pack” so to speak, she has provided new bell tables and
covers and is making that corner of our sanctuary sound like a little piece of Heaven.
The Adult Choir and Men’s Choir are not to be outdone either. We, the people in the seats are singing their
praises. Beautiful noise!!
We participated in the Celebration of the many years of service given for Sister Anna Marie, and Shelly Gunhouse. The cake and treats were great, but how wonderful to give thanks to two people that have given of themselves over and over again!
We did lots of skits, and made some people laugh, (made some worry that I am on the Council – ha-ha) but basically
got our messages out, and kept things in check. It takes the whole team listed above to do this. Many thanks to all!!
The Church Council had an amazing retreat at Lutherhill where we put on our thinking caps and made
sooooooooo many plans – some of which came to fruition, and others that may come at a later date. Among the success stories is the “Hosanna in the Park” gathering, and it was a huge success. Mother Nature was very generous
and we saw the sun shine down upon us from the very start of the day, we were able to celebrate what Hosanna is all
about – learn more about our Guiding Principles, and just have lots of fun! Kids, old and young alike participated in
games, singing, and (of course) food. I truly cannot think of anything that could have been done to make it better. It
was such a beautiful day that while crafts were provided, not many wanted to sit under the covered pavilion and work
on them. That was perfectly fine, because at Hosanna - we go with the flow. And at the end of the day, everyone
was commenting that it was again one of the best picnics our church has ever had, and they were very encouraging
about planning more “Out of the Box” types of fellowship.
Our committee is always evolving, trying to find ways to make our service meaningful, while flowing smoothly. We will
continue to look at the bigger picture, and strive to keep Hosanna a place to call home!! Onward to 2015!!!

Prayer Changes Everything!

Sincerely, Pam Wells
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2014 Staff Support Team Annual Report
Team Members: Connie Chestnut, Valerie Oden, Jennifer Price, and Pastor John
Team Leader: Maureen Kennedy
The year 2014 began with a reception honoring Dale Bargmann for his years of service at Hosanna. There was
cake and great fellowship following the worship service.
As a team during the last two years we had to make changes to the staff that required prayer and in some cases,
a leap of faith, but the hard work has paid off with a staff that works hard and manages the day to day
operations of Hosanna. We are very lucky to have them.
In September we participated in God’s Work, Our Hand Sunday where we prepared sack lunches for the
homeless and did service in our community. It was a good feeling to see Hosanna so willingly giving back to
the community.
Also in September, council held a retreat at Lutherhill where we planned for the future and had a wonderful
time. As some of you may know, there are a few wild and interesting people on council who provide amazing
entertainment. However, as the council, we stand by – “Whatever happens at the retreat, remains at the
retreat!”
Shelly Gunhouse retired in September as Hosanna’s Youth Choir Director. We honored her with a reception
after worship and a gift. She was a dedicated mentor and friend to so many of Hosanna’s children.
In October we participated at the Hosanna at the Park by providing a craft and helping with set-up and the
meal. The weather cooperated this year and it was a perfect day. I expect this will become a yearly event.
On September 28 we honored Sister Anna Marie for 25 years as Hosanna’s organist. Pastor John on behalf of
the congregation presented her with a monetary gift. She in return gifted us with beautiful music. There were
gorgeous flowers for all to enjoy. And who knew, her favorite color is pink! It was so nice to be able to
celebrate and give thanks for all she has given Hosanna.
As a team this year, we said good-bye to Angela Jones, who resigns due to a move to Conroe. Jennifer Price
joined the team and is definitely a welcomed addition.
The Staff Support Team is readily available to address any concerns you may have about the staff. Please do
not hesitate to contact.
Blessings for the New Year.
Submitted by: Valerie Oden (on behalf of Maureen Kennedy)
January 9, 2015
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LAY LEADERSHIP TEAM 2014 ANNUAL REPORT
Serving God, Changing Lives
. . . and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)

Team Leader: Brach Waldo
Team Members: Earl Kemper, Pastor John Boldt, Jeff Hartmann
Calls to Service:
The following council members and officers were elected or reelected on May 4th:
President
Mission Focus / Vice Pres.
Lay Leadership Team Leader
Staff Support Team Leader
Finance Team Leader

Chad Greer
Heather McNeil
Jeff Hartmann
Maureen Kennedy
Ron Christ

Other Team Leaders this year are:
Discipleship Team Leader
Sue Loudermilk
Stewardship Team Leader
Jennifer Jackowski
Spiritual Life Team Leader
Pam Wells
Treasurer
Robert Brown
Financial Secretary
Becky Wolf
Care Team Leader
Sharon Lindquist
Secretary
Karrie Jenkins
Leadership Training:
Synod Convention was held May 8-10, 2014, at the Crown Plaza Hotel, Baton Rouge,
LA.
Delegates who attended were Pat Gibbons, Jeff Hartmann, and Sue Loudermilk.
Encouragement:
 March 12- Served Soup Supper for Lenten Service and IHN guests, with help
from Pastor John and IHN volunteers
 Participated in Hosanna’s God’s Work, Our Hands day. We participated in the
ELCA “God’s Work, Our Hands” day of service. Our team ordered 48 adult shirts
and 5 youth yellow T shirts with the optional lettering of our congregation’s name
on the back. The scene on Sunday morning, September 7th was impressive. There
was a sea of yellow in the sanctuary. Our team was involved with providing yard
care and all involved thought it was a positive experience.
 Lay Leadership participated in “Hosanna at the Park” at Burroughs's Park in
October again this year. Lay Leadership brought 6 tables and 10 chairs to the
event.
Conflict Resolution: No action this year.
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Annual Report from CARE Team - 2014

Organizations

Fellowship

Local Service

Congregational

Agencies

Care

Women of the ELCA

Texas Thanksgiving

N.A.M.

Special Needs

Men of Hosanna

Advent Workshop

Habitat for Humanity

Funeral Care

Seniors

Day of Service

Interfaith Counseling

Caregivers
Blood Drive

Team Leader: Sharon Lindquist
Members: Bob and Nerisa McConnell, Bob and Barbara Dejmal, Judy Rhodes, Kristin and Joe Hughes, Nickie Brooks, and
Heather McNeil
The following reports are from the various areas of the Care Team for 2014.
I first want to thank my care team for all the work they have done through out this year. For each and every
person in our congregation that has stepped up to volunteer for IHN. Cooking, serving, making up beds, doing the
laundry etc…. and making our families feel like they were part of a bigger picture and not a burden. I want to thank all
those that donated blood or tried to donate blood. With your donations, Hosanna alone help save over 300+ lives and
gave life and hope to those we don’t know. 2014 was a sad time; we lost some very good friends that forever will be in
our hearts and I would like to thank all those who made food and helped serve and clean up. Our Garage Sale is our big
one. Every year we ask for donations and you do not disappoint. Thank you for your time to help set up, work it and
clean up. The Garage Sale is definitely hard work, but without every single one of you it cannot take place. And what we
make we have helped so many other people as you read in my report. So hats off to all of you for your help this past
year, big or small, it all matters, you matter! I would also like to invite anyone to come and join us; we would love to
have you. In the words of Hosanna,

Serving God, Changing lives.

24/7-365
Thank You
Sharon Lindquist
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Local Agencies and Services

Northwest Assistance Ministries
 Paid covenant of $1,000
 Collected 50 bags of toys for Christmas Toy Drive
 Feinstein Grant $200.00
 Monetary donation $200.00 for personal items

Interfaith Hospitality Network
 Paid covenant of $1,000
 Provided meals, lodging, showers, and fellowship for 1 week every three months of the year
 Made 16 quilts that were given to the families of IHN
 Purchased towels, flash lights personal items such as deodorant, bars of soap, and shampoo
 166 # of food from the pantry

Blood Drive
 Blood Drive every three months for Hosanna members

Habitat for Humanity
 Paid covenant of $1,000
 Provided monetary support of $1,388.00
 Participated in workdays for home building
 Provided lunches for workdays

Outreach
 Paid Lutherhill covenant of $500.00
 $100.00 Salvation Army
 $100.00 Special Needs Holiday donation
 $100.00 Red Cross
 $100.00 Home of Hope Texas
 $331.00 Adopt a Platoon
 $100.00 Star of Hope
 $100.00 Oaks Indian Mission
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Summary of Men of Hosanna Activities for the year 2014
January
Chairman Rollie Lund reported that 26 men and their guests showed up on Saturday January 25 th
for the annual men's group breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant. Pastor John Boldt opened the
meeting with a breakfast prayer. After breakfast, Bob McConnell chaired a brief business meeting.
Next the men took turns introducing each other. $170.68 was donated to help fund the annual Care
Package project. The meeting was closed by the group praying the Lord’s Prayer.
February
On Tuesday evening February 25 , 21 men and their guests enjoyed our annual Bar-B-Q dinner.
After dinner, the men put together 43 Care Packages for our College Youth, those in the Military and
our graduating High School seniors.
th

March-April
On April 18 the annual Good Friday golf tournament was held at Faith Bridge Ranch Golf Course
near Hempstead. A total of 69 golfers from Hosanna and Kinsmen Lutheran churches enjoyed the
golf followed by a bar-b-q dinner.
th

On Saturday April 26th, Head Chef Pastor John Boldt reported that the Men of Hosanna served
brunch to 22 of Hosanna’s Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (W.E.L.C.A.).
September
In September, The Men of Hosanna sponsored a thirty-day fund raiser to fill Christmas gift boxes for
the Seafarer’s Center. At the end of the thirty days, Hosanna had contributed $2472.46. The North
Central Houston Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans gave us additional funds of $650
bringing the total funds raised to $3122.46. This will be enough to fill 110 shoeboxes with personal
hygiene items and gifts. In addition, $300 that was contributed by the congregation from the
September "Noisy Offering" was given to the Chaplain's Fund at the Seafarer's Center. Thanks to
the congregation for donating the shoeboxes too.
October
The annual Fall Classic Hosanna/Kinsmen golf tournament was held on Saturday Oct 4 th at Texas
National Golf course. 45 golfers and their guests enjoyed the great golfing weather, the hamburger
buffet lunch and fellowship.
December
The High School Confirmation class, with the help of the Men of Hosanna and other members of the
congregation, packed all the boxes on Wednesday evening Dec 10 th. The High School CREW
wrapped all the boxes with Christmas paper on Sunday Dec 14 th. Bob McConnell and Heather
McNeal delivered the 110 gift boxes to the Seafarer’s Center on Monday Dec 15 th. Earlier on Dec
11th, The Men of Hosanna mailed a $300 check to the Seafarer’s Center for the Chaplain’s fund.

Our aluminum recycling for 2014 was $132.15. This compares to $262.45 for 2013. Thanks to Cecil
Streetman & Jim Sales for hauling the aluminum to recycling for Hosanna.

24

The Seniors have had another busy and fun filled year.
following summarizes our activities for 2014.

The

January – IMAX-Jerusalem & Cave painting Exhibit from France
February – Attended the “Rob Landis Trio” Concert
March – Toured Bayou Bend
April –Houston Baptist University-Bible Museum
May – Creighton Theatre-Driving Miss Daisy
June – N/A
July – Movie with popcorn at the church-42 Jackie Robinson-and Potluck Lunch
August – Game Day-Potluck Lunch
Sept- N/A
Oct – Supported Hosanna activities: Church in the Park & Fall Festival
Nov – Supported church activities: Texas Thanksgiving & Advent Workshop
Dec - Creighton Theatre-Best Little Christmas Pageant
- Christmas Potluck dinner with Christmas story readings
Anyone 50 or over is invited to join the Senior’s Group. We meet the 2nd Tuesday of
the month unless there is a special event that takes place on another day. Some of our
events do take place on Sat or Sun. Precinct 1 provides free bus transportation.
Nerisa McConnell

Judy Rhodes

Cecelia Gabrielson
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Fellowship YE 2014 Summary
Texas Thanksgiving
Hosanna has been celebrating a "Texas Thanksgiving" annually for 35 years. It is
generally held around the first of November on a Saturday evening. Dinner is
homemade chili with apple, pumpkin and pecan pie for dessert. After dinner, we play
Bunco. Cost is $5/person. Forty-four people attended in 2014.

Advent Workshop
Hosanna has been holding an "Advent Workshop" annually for 35 years. It is
generally held the Sunday before Thanksgiving. It begins at night with a devotional
and Christmas carol singing. A total of 3 different Advent crafts are completed.
Refreshments and cookies are served. Cost varies depending on the crafts. A total of
50 families participated in 2014.

Nerisa McConnell

Sue King

Hosanna Care Team Annual Report 2014
December 31, 2014
Interfaith Care Team
The Hosanna Interfaith Care Team has been in partnership with “Interfaith Care
Partners” for 19 years. Hosanna has provided care hours that covered transportation
to doctors, grocery stores, church events, light housekeeping, help with social security
and Medicare/Medicaid programs and provided respite care for family members.
Nerisa McConnell
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STEWARDSHIP TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 2014
2014 Highlights
We started the year with our annual financial Stewardship Campaign, “Celebrating God’s
Abundance.” We prepared soup for one of the Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers. At the Habitat
for Humanity Toolbox Bash, an anonymous donor bought 8 hours of labor from 8 men, the “Red
Hats.” We are investigating using these to place posts in front of the church on which to hang
banners. We investigated putting a telephone in the kitchen area and decided it was not cost
effective. The North Boundary of the Property was cleared making the church more visible from the
street.
It was a big year for the C.P.R. (Capitalization/Preservation/Replacement) fund as the #7 air
conditioner needed a $10,000 repair. Benevolence to the synod increased from 7.5% to 8%. The
Stewardship team participated in the annual clean-up day in March.

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

For the 2014 “Noisy Offerings”, the following was raised:
Eickenroht Elementary School “KIDS” Program
623.37
Souper Bowl of Caring
514.86
Vacation Bible School
613.61
Lutherhill Ministries
665.66
NAM Survival Over the Summer (S.O.S.)
517.91
Hosanna’s African Initiative - Kagera Scholarships
688.80
NAM Back to School
575.17
Habitat for Humanity
540.80
Seafarer’s Christmas Boxes
683.01
Hosanna’s African Initiative - WomenCraft
771.13
Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest
720.12
ELCA Good Gifts
975.03

A big “Thank You” from both of us to the team members that keep our facility up and running
and work so hard for the good of the church. Everything seems to run pretty easy, but that is
because these people make it appear so. Property: Bob Dejmal, Giving: John Gabrielson and Gary
Hellner. Noisy Offering: Abby Roszak.
The Stewardship Campaign for 2015 is “Giving to Serve God and Change Lives.”
-Jennifer Jackowski (through 9/2014) / Jeff Hartmann
Stewardship Team Leader
The current team would also like to thank Jennifer Jackowski for her devoted 3 years of service as
Team Leader and her passion for Hosanna.
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