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Dear people of God at Hosanna, 

The year 2017 has arrived—the year of the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Lutheran 
Reformation!  We have received a portion of this legacy left by Martin Luther and other reformers.  
We are the Lutheran presence in the world and the wider Church today. 

My service as your part-time interim pastor began December 1, 2016, and what a joy that month was!  
It was good to become “reacquainted” with Hosanna (since being your interim pastor nine years ago).   

The Call Committee has begun the important work of assessing Hosanna’s fellowship and ministry 
needs for the Mission Site Profile required by the process.  Please place the Call Committee high in 
your priority of prayers, as God’s wisdom and discernment is needed.   

God has been at work through God’s people as we see from the following summary of ministry acts 
during the past year. 

My prayers are always with you; please pray for me also during our interim time in 2017! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Bill Schwertlich, Interim Pastor 

Praise Jesus as Lord & Savior                      Prayer Changes Everything                  Listen to and Act on God’s Word  

Everyone is a Minister, Serving with Joy    Invite & Welcome All People                Generously Share God’s Blessings 
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Hosanna Lutheran Church 
2016 Membership Statistics 

 
 
Baptisms: 
 
Peyton Allen Solomonson 01/11/2016 
Taylor Marie Hall  07/10/2016 
 
 
 
 
Deaths: 
    Death  Service 
Robert Russo   06/25/2016 07/08/2016 
Jacinta Martin   06/28/2016 07/09/2016 
 
 
 
 
Transfers: 
 
Jim and Sue Cecil 
Daniel and Melissa Stavinoha 
 
 
 
 
New/Returning Members: 
 
Shirley Bridges 
David and Cynthia Galica 
Christy Hall 
Julia Harman 
Thomas Mach 
Cortez and Lisa Richardson, Kaiden, Kira, and Kyla 
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Serving God, Changing Lives 

 

PRESIDENT’S 

2016 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

 

I. As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have 

been possible with and through God over the past year:  

 

2016 was a particularly active and vital year in the life of our congregation. We embraced 

numerous milestones that included planning for our future, celebrating our past, lifting up our 

neighbors, retiring our mortgage debt, bidding farewell to our beloved spiritual guide, and 

welcoming a new leader into our midst. 

 

It was also a year filled with pain at the senseless deaths of two of our members, Jacinta Martin 

and Bob Russo. While many still mourn their departure and struggle to come to terms with their 

loss in this life, we take solace in knowing that God’s plan for their lives in the next realm is 

secure. 

 

Among the most heartening developments during the year was the blossoming of the “Five 

Practices of Fruitful Congregations” initiative that carried over from 2015. Spurred by the Adult 

Education groups’ reading of a book by the same name, this resulted in a five-week series of 

temple talks in January and February. Ultimately, a report titled “Making Hosanna Better” was 

generated in late March followed by implementation sessions the following month. This spirit-

driven endeavor has continued to impact the direction of Hosanna in ways both small and large. I 

have no doubt that it will continue to be a force for faith raising and strengthening of our mission 

and ministry in the years ahead. 

 

February witnessed God’s hands at work again through the New Americans Campaign, which is 

an initiative to help legal permanent residents establish citizenship. Through Nancy Agafitei’s 

leadership and the work of many other dedicated members, Hosanna partnered with two local 

organizations to serve 156 individuals seeking information, facilitate 42 pro bono legal 

consultations, and assist 71 individuals filled out applications, in addition to numerous other 

positive outcomes. The success of this initiative will see this event repeated at Hosanna again in 

February 2017. 

 

In mid-July, Vacation Bible School drew large attendance thanks to the efforts of Shonna Harden, 

Emma Hartmann, and the Discipleship team. They hope to build upon this success in the coming 

year. 

 



6 

 

Burning with Faith: Life after Debt … Imagine the Possibilities!, our debt reduction campaign, 

culminated with a mortgage burning ceremony and celebration on July 31, 2016. This was the 

result of more than 5 debt reduction campaigns and the work of many servants over a 16-year 

period. A 20-year mortgage was initially taken out in 2000 and was retired 4 years prior to 

coming due – a true testament to the faith and generosity of Hosanna’s members! It was a joyous 

day and an auspicious beginning to a period of debt free existence wherein we can now focus 

more closely on God’s mission for Hosanna in the years ahead. 

 

On September 25 the congregation celebrated our 40th anniversary with a glorious event that was 

attended by more than 160 individuals and reflected Hosanna’s rich history. During the service, 

Pastor Mark Jaramillo, an ordained ELCA minister who grew up as a member of the Hosanna 

congregation, gave a rousing sermon. The service was followed by a sumptuous meal, beautiful 

music, and thoughtful remarks from various individuals, including Pastors David Tart and John 

Boldt and the reading of a letter from Pastor Charles Colberg. Also in attendance were former 

clergy and rostered leaders including Pastor Tom Robison, Pastor Rachel Larson, Associate in 

Ministry Gay Zimmerman, and Sister Anna Marie Flusche. A slide-show ran in the background 

providing a visual narrative of people, buildings, and events over the years. 

 

In early November, Pastor John Boldt informed the congregation that he would step down as pastor 

near the end of the month and retire from the ELCA to pursue a new, but undetermined calling. The 

congregation bid him a fond farewell with a luncheon in his honor on November 20. Although the 

event was tinged by sadness at his impending departure, it was a festive affair full of food, music, 

laughter, and stories. Pastor Boldt left Hosanna having intensified the congregation’s desire to be a 

mission-filled and spirit-driven church. He exemplified Hosanna’s small, but mighty identity. He is 

already deeply missed and is remembered for his passion for doing God’s work, his sense of optimism, 

his gifts for working with children and young adults, his musical and culinary talents, his ability to 

laugh (including at himself), and his ultimate faith in our savior. We are all better for having walked 

alongside him over these past eight-and-a-half years. 

 

With the departure of Pastor Boldt, the Council quickly got to work on identifying an interim 

successor. Through the guidance of the Synod, we thankfully identified a compassionate and caring 

servant in Pastor Bill Schwertlich, an intentional interim pastor, who began his ministry with us on 

December 1. 

 

There are many, many other noteworthy events that happened in our congregation in 2016 – from the 

mundane to the miraculous – including blood drives, garage sales, confirmation classes, prayer chains, 

interfaith events, choral concerts, service days, golf outings, mat making, fitness classes, Bible studies, 

altar guild assistance, musical leadership, financial stewardship, child-care tending, kitchen cleaning, 

box packing, car washing, fundraising, discipleship building, quilt making, food preparing, elder 

caring, youth educating …  

 

Each represents a small, but vital piece of the glorious Hosanna puzzle. 

 

 

 

II.  In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for 

Hosanna: 

 

As the new year begins and I reflect on the events of 2016, I am reminded of how truly blessed 

Hosanna is to be filled with faithful servants looking for ways to fulfill God’s mission right here 

on Ella Boulevard. 
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In looking towards 2017, I seek to work closely with the congregation and Hosanna’s leaders to 

accomplish the following: 

 

 Listen attentively to what the Holy Spirit is guiding us to do 

 Look towards our mission, guiding principles and the “Making Hosanna Better” report to 

chart our future 

 Dare to dream big dreams 

 Support our Call Committee in their important undertaking 

 Establish an online infrastructure for documenting, sharing and preserving our work 

 Develop and/or update job descriptions for key positions to help clarify our roles 

 Find ways to observe the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

 Remain ever mindful of our youth and ways for them to grow and thrive in their faith 

 Communicate regularly and effectively 

 

Ultimately, I look forward to Serving God and Changing Lives alongside each of you. 

 

Yours in service, 

  

 

Jon Evans 

Council President 

January 4, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Praise Jesus as Lord & Savior                      Prayer Changes Everything                  Listen to and Act on God’s Word  

Everyone is a Minister, Serving with Joy    Invite & Welcome All People                Generously Share God’s Blessings 



8 

 

Congregational Meeting 

January 31, 2016 

 

Call to Order     Chad Greer, President 

Prayer      Pastor John Boldt 

Declaration of a Quorum    Yvette Martinez, Secretary 

Congregational Meeting Minutes  Yvette Martinez 

 October 18, 2015 

December 20, 2015 

Approval of 2015 Annual Reports  Chad Greer 

Approval of 2016 Budget and 

 Financial Update    Ron Christ, Finance Team Leader 

Elect Synod Assembly Delegate   Sharon Lindquist, Care Team Leader 

Special Stewardship Presentation  Jeff Hartmann, Stewardship Team Leader 

 Ideal Impact – Olivia Bowman 

Upcoming Events & Activities 

 Lenten Soup Suppers   Chad Greer 

For the Good of the Church   Everyone 

Lord’s Prayer     Pastor John Boldt 

Adjournment     Chad Greer 
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SERVING GOD, CHANGING LIVES! 

HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Congregational Meeting Minutes 
January 31st, 2016 

 
Call to Order 
Chad Greer called the meeting to order at 11:43 a.m. in the Hosanna Sanctuary. 
 
Prayer 
Pastor John offered opening prayer. 
 
Declaration of a Quorum 
Secretary Yvette Martinez advised a quorum was present with 38 members in attendance. 
 
Congregational Meeting Minutes 
Minutes for 10/18/15 Congregational Meeting were presented by Yvette Martinez for review.   
Ron Christ called for a motion to approve minutes. Will Henske seconded, all in favor, motion 
passed to approve 10/18/15 minutes. 
 
Minutes for 12/20/15 Congregational Meeting were presented by Yvette Martinez for review.  
Will Henske called for a motion to approve minutes. Robert Brown seconded, all in favor, 
motion passed to approve 12/20/15 minutes.  
 
2015 Congregational Annual Report  
The 2015 Finance Team annual report was presented to the congregation for approval.  
 
Nickie Brooks called for a motion to approve the 2015 annual report. Will Henske seconded 
the motion. Motion passed.  
 
2016 Budget Approval and Financial Update – Ron Christ and Team 
Capital Campaign – It is projected that by August-September of 2016 the mortgage will be 
paid off.  
General Fund – The general fund ended with a positive cash balance of $35,452. It is projected 
that 2016 will end up with $23,833 cash on hand or $11,620 less than 2015 ending cash on 
hand.  
Finance Team – The finance team proposed to stay with the same 2016 financial budget 
initially presented in late 2015. With this budget there is a $24,000 projection for the 2016 
ending cash balance.  
Outreach – 8% will continue to go to outreach. None of the outreach programs will be cut at 
this time.  
 
John Evans motioned to adopt the budget for 2016. Richard Dove seconded. Motion Passed.  
 

 
Special Presentation – Olivia from IDEAL Impact 
Ideal Impact is an organization that helps with energy conservation that helps move money 
from savings, back into ministry. 
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The church building has been evaluated and there are changes that could be made that would 
yield savings in energy costs.  The amount of savings from this program is dependent on all 
those who use the facility. 
95% of the savings would go to IDEAL Impact, 5% of savings would go to Hosanna Lutheran 
Church. After 4 years of the arrangement, all savings would go to Hosanna Lutheran Church. 
At this time there is an estimated savings of $233,000-$297,745 projected over the span of 15 
years.  
 
Craig Jenkins called for a motion to approve the enrollment in IDEAL Impact. Will Henske 
seconded the motion. Motion passed.  
 
Other Business-Delegate to the Synod Assemble 
Jeff Hartmann has been nominated as our Delegate to the Synod Assembly and Pastor John as 
the Alternate Delegate. The Synod Assembly will take place on May 19th-May 21st 2016.  
 
Sharon Lundquist made motion to approve, Richard Dove seconded. All in favor, motion 
passed.  
 
Upcoming Events 
Wings Fundraiser: Will take place February 7th 2016 
Other Upcoming Events: First soup supper will be February 17th 2016. Council Team has a 
schedule for who will be bringing soup.  
 
For the Good of the Church 
 

Burning with Faith Team would like to thank everyone for all the hardwork. Special thanks 
to Connie Chestnut, Jeff Chestnut, Sue Loudermilk, Beth Johnson, Jeff Jackowski, 
George Posey, John Gabrielson, Nerissa McConnell, and The Men of Hosanna (For set-
up and clean-up). 

 
Brach Waldo: The moonwalk idea at the church was genius!  

 
Nickie Brooks thanked the congregation for the food that was brought in for the food 

pantry. She received a call from Carole Little, Executive Director of NAM, saying “Thank 
the congregation, you work very hard and we can always count on you”.  

 
Nancy Agafitei: The Citizenship Program postcards have been made. This is the first time 

this church has held this event so we are working to make it more public.  
 
Adjournment 
President Chad Greer called for a motion to adjourn meeting. Ron Christ made motion to 
adjourn, Sharon Lundquist seconded, motion passed. 
 
Meeting was adjourned by Chad Greer at 12:34 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
 
Yvette Martinez 
Council Secretary  
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Congregational Meeting Agenda 
Sunday, December 18, 2016 

11:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

I. I. Call to Order – Jon Evans, President 

II. Opening Prayer – Pastor Bill Schwertlich 

III. Confirmation of Quorum – Pat Gibbons, Secretary 

IV. Approval of Minutes from August 14, 2016 – Pat Gibbons, Secretary  

V. Approval of 2017 Budget – Kathy Burns, Finance Team Leader & Finance Team 

VI. Approval of Call Committee Slate – David Vroom, Lay Leadership Team Leader 

VII. Stewardship Update – Steve Bridges reporting on behalf of Jeff Hartmann, Stewardship 

Team Leader  

VIII.New Business – Jon Evans, President 

IX. For the Good of the Church – All 

X. Motion to Adjourn  

XI. Closing Prayer – Pastor Bill Schwertlich 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Annual Congregational Meeting – Sunday, January 22, 2017 (following the service) 

Mission Fair – Sunday, January 29, 2017 (during the service) 

New Americans Campaign – 2017 
  Preparation 

 Sun., Feb. 5, 11:30am: New volunteer training to help complete citizenship 
applications; Hosanna provides lunch. 

 Fri., Feb. 11, 6:30pm: Set-up Nave and Fellowship Hall for workshop. 
  Citizenship Workshop 

 Sat., Feb 11:   
   8-9:30am: Training for volunteers & Hosanna provides breakfast. 
 10am-1pm: Help complete applications & fee waivers. 
 11am-1pm: Hosanna provides lunch to volunteers. 
 2:30pm: Clean-up of the Nave & Fellowship Hall. 
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SERVING GOD, CHANGING LIVES! 
HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Congregational Meeting Minutes 
December 18, 2016 

 
 
Call to Order 
Jon Evans, Council President, called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m.  
 
Opening Prayer 
Pastor Bill Schwertlich offered opening prayer. 
 
Declaration of a Quorum 
Council Secretary, Pat Gibbons advised a quorum was present with 54 members in attendance. 
 
Congregational Meeting Minutes 
Pat Gibbons presented the Congregational Meeting Minutes from 08/14/2016 for review.  
Steve Bridges motioned to accept the meeting minutes and it was seconded by Pam Wells. 
During the discussion, Becky Wolf indicated the Top 10 R&R priority list should also be 
attached to the August meeting minutes. Steve Bridges read the list in its sequential order for 
the benefit of the congregation. Each task will be completed as money is available. It was 
agreed to add the list to the meeting minutes.  
Meeting Minutes of August 14, 2016 were approved by the congregation unanimously, and 
Pat Gibbons will attach the R&R top 10 priority list. 
 
Approval of 2017 Budget  
Kathy Burns, Finance Team Leader presented and explained the 2017 Budget. First she 
thanked both Robert Brown, Treasurer and Becky Wolf, Financial Secretary for all their help in 
preparing the proposed budget. Kathy Burns reminded everyone that the budget has nothing 
to do with CPR and R&R budgets. She proceeded to explain the budget and referred to each 
numbered item on the proposed budget as shown below: 
 
1. Projecting the 4th quarter 2016 based on past 4th quarter months. 
2. Projected cash at the end of 4th quarter 2016. 
3. On the 2nd page of the proposed budget is each committees’ submitted spending priorities 

and the Finance Team compared them against the spending priorities in 2016 for 
reasonability. 

4. Shows the proposed 2017 column projecting receipts and expenses. 
5. Expense increase – a deficit projected currently at the end of 2017. Cash projected at 

$23,632 at end of 2017. 
 
The pastoral expenses were kept similar to Pastor John’s since it appears reasonable based on 
the Interim Pastor experience. 
 

Kathy asked if there were any questions and there were none from the congregation. 

Bob McConnell motioned to accept the proposed 2017 Budget, Angie Sturm seconded the 
motion. Bob asked all members at the meeting to remember we are in good shape now that 
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the mortgage is paid off. Let us move forward by using our monies to promote our missions at 
Hosanna. 

Congregation unanimously approved the 2017 Proposed Budget. 

 
Approval of Call Committee Slate 
David Vroom, Lay Leadership Team Leader presented the list of candidates. He indicated that 
Valerie Oden, Staff Support Team Leader also assisted with ascertaining the candidates for this 
Call Committee but was unable to attend today’s meeting. All the Call Committee members 
stood up and were introduced to the congregation: Susan Greer, Christy Hall, Jennifer 
Jackowski, Monica Martin, Cortez Richardson, and Josh Williams as well as alternates Steve 
Bridges and Earl Kemper. 
David Vroom motioned to accept the proposed Call Committee, Richard Dove seconded the 
motion. 
Jon Evans asked for any discussion and there wasn’t any. Call Committee approved 
unanimously by congregation. Pastor Bill said we would also be praying for them. 
 
Stewardship Update 
Steve Bridges gave the update in lieu of Jeff Hartmann’s absence. Some accomplishments 
during 2016:  

 Replaced a commode in women’s bathroom with ADA height toilet. 
 Repair of brick wall outside of Nursery wall that was caving in. 
 A new router installed that is setup at a height so it cannot be unplugged or easily 

tampered with. 
Repair & Refurbishing fund was explained as the Strategic Plan and has Top 10 Priority List 
associated with it. It only has about $7,000. The CPR fund is for repairs and replacement but 
that fund has approximately $27,000. 
 
New Business 
Jon Evans asked if there was any new business. There was none. 
 
For The Good of The Church 
Dottie Kemper noted the upcoming Thrivent Dinner on January 8, 2017 at St Timothy’s. It is 
always a nice time and good food. She also thanked Bob & Nerisa McConnell and Sue & Bill 
King for over 30 years of Advent programs. 
 
Tripp Smith announced they will raise monies from the Wings Fundraiser to replace the altar 
assistant robes that have been around for many years and in disrepair.  
 
Pam Smith asked whether the oven in the kitchen would be a priority. It was explained that it 
would be part of the Kitchen renovation but if it needs replaced or repaired if needed. She felt 
it was not working correctly. 
 
Nikki Brooks also was feeling positive about the kitchen renovation as she noted she has been 
griping about it for a long time. 
 
 
 



14 

 

Cecilia Gabrielson promoted the senior exercise program held at Hosanna during the week and 
encouraged others to attend. John Gabrielson felt he would not be interested and now he is a 
regular attender. It is low impact, uses chairs and is a great program. 
 
Nancy Agafitei wanted to know who was in charge of the Top 10 Priority List now that Craig 
Jenkins Team has finished his portion of determining the priority list. Jon Evans felt that Jeff 
Hartmann would be in charge of the priority list. Jeff needs help and is looking for someone 
who can report under him for all things relevant to the Building side and someone else who 
would represent the Stewardship side of the duties. It looks like Steve Bridges may be 
supporting on the Building issues. 
 
Steve Bridges mentioned that the offices had air conditioning related issues. He also thanked 
Bob McConnell for such an efficient process to add all the gift items to the shoe boxes. A 110 
boxes filled within a half hour. 
 
Laura Bridges promoted the Bible Study on Thursday evenings starting up again in January. 
Also Steve invited others to join the group in January. 
 
A big thank you was given to Shonna Harden and Emma Hartmann for such a nice Christmas 
youth program at the worship service today. 
 
Bob McConnell spoke about the 110 Seafarers gifts using the shoe boxes that are accumulated 
for him all year long. There was $400 that was also able to be given to them. Next year they 
will be re-located but we can still provide this ministry as it is so important. 
 
Tripp Smith thanked Bob McConnell for doing such a great job leading the Men of Hosanna 
group. 
 
Jon Evans welcomed and thanked Pastor Bill and his wife Kathleen for accepting the position 
as Interim Pastor and Kathleen for rejoining us again. 
 
Pastor Bill said he jumped at the chance to return to Hosanna because he had such a positive 
experience performing the interim function prior to Pastor John. 
 
Adjournment 
Jon Evans asked for a motion to adjourn. David Vroom moved such and Pam Wells seconded it 
at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Pastor Bill said the closing prayer. 
 
 
Respectively Submitted 
 
 
Pat Gibbons, Council Secretary 

 



15 

 

Mission Focus 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
Team Leader: Betty Dove 
 
Team Ministry Servants:  Nancy Agafitei, Pastor John Boldt, Richard Dove, Pat Gibbons, Ann Hart-
mann, Laura Bridges, Steve Bridges, Allison Brown, Shelly Gunhouse, Mindy Williams, Kathy Burns, 
Gerry Wolf, Judy Rhodes, Jennifer Jackowski. 
 
 
 
I.    As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have been pos-

sible with and through God over the past year:  
 
As 2016 began, the adult Sunday school class continued implementing the congregational series Five 
Practices of Fruitful Congregations.  Congregational sessions were held December through March with 
56 members participating.  More than 100 booklets were distributed.  Five teams were assembled 
from the congregation and meetings were held in April to begin implementing suggestions for improv-
ing Hosanna's effectiveness.  Subsequently, teams held additional meetings, and many of the ideas 
are now being used at Hosanna. 
 
In January of 2016 Hosanna trained volunteers for the New American Campaign, a program to help 
people complete paperwork necessary to apply for citizenship.  On February 13, 2016 Hosanna held a 
workshop to assist permanent legal residents.  One hundred fifty six people sought citizenship infor-
mation.  Forty people consulted an attorney. Sixty applications for citizenship were completed. Eleven 
others were pending. Twenty people were registered for future workshops. Still others received citi-
zenship information.  Forty eight volunteers helped with paper work.  Twenty more helped with food 
service.   
 
On March 20, 2016, ten Hosanna women visited Baitus Samee mosque and quilted with their mem-
bers.  Quilts were donated.   
 
The team planned and participated in Servant  Week May 1-8.  We totaled 526 hours of community 
service and participated in flood relief, Eickenroht Elem., Treasures of the Heart (NAM), Habitat,, Ho-
sanna garage sale, and individual service.   
 
In July the radical hospitality team worked with Pastor Boldt to hold a "Come and See" session inviting 
visitors to become members.  As a result, we had new members join in August and September.  A spe-
cial newsletter was sent to introduce them to the congregation.  Sponsors volunteered to help them 
get connected to Hosanna.   
 
Mission Focus moved coffee service back to the kitchen pass-through window in order to make it 
more visible to visitors.  Hosanna mugs were ordered and are being given to first time visitors.  Nancy 
Agafitei revised the Time and Talent sheets and they were distributed to the congregation. The Time 
and Talent sheets are now being tabulated by the Lay Leadership Team. Nancy Agafitei and Steve & 
Laura Bridges updated information and pictures for the Hosanna directory.   
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We developed and promoted activities for "God's work. Our hands." service Day on October 
23.  Members participated at Habitat, sang at nursing homes, cleaned classrooms, and quilted and 
worked on homeless mats.  This last group was an interfaith activity, as we included about 15 Muslim 
women who worked with us.  We appreciate the leadership of  Nerisa McConnell, Shelly Gunhouse, 
Pat Gibbons, and Judy Rhodes in these activities.  
 
Gerry Wolf took the lead in researching and developing plans for a Christmas mailing about our ser-
vices.  Over 3,000 cards went out to surrounding neighborhoods north and south of the church, and 
extra cards were printed for members to personally invite friends and neighbors.  We will be discuss-
ing the effectiveness of mailings and other means of outreach to the community.  
 
 
 
II.   In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for 
 Hosanna: 
 
We are currently preparing for a busy winter and spring of 2017.  We will begin the year with the Mis-
sion Fair on January 29, a New American workshop on February 11, and will help with an interfaith 
First Responders celebration scheduled for March 25. 
 
We request prayers from the congregation as we continue to focus on Serving God, Changing Lives. 
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Discipleship Team 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 

Team Leader: Shonna Harden 
 
Team Ministry Servants: Joyce Evans, Beth Johnson, Lynda Martin, Monica Martin, Angela Martin, 
Bernie Brown, Emma Hartmann, Sue Loudermilk and Cameron Harden 
 
 
I.    As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have been 

possible with and through God over the past year:  
 
Easter and Mother’s Day celebrations with combined Sunday School classes went well and the 
kids enjoyed the special crafts and messages during the events. 
 
VBS day camp was a success with Lutherhill Camp Counselors leading most of the activities and   
Hosanna providing assistance where needed…including food services and after care.  
 
Rally day we had a whole lot of fishing fun!  Students were fishers of men! 
 
Fall fundraising with the pumpkin patch was a success.  We earned $196 that helped fun the Fall 
Festival AND the Christmas Programs. 
 
Fall Festival was successful in welcoming more kids from the community.  We had several non-
church members attend.   
 
Christmas program and Parent’s Night Out were both well received.  I think the kids did an 
amazing job with the play.   
 
 
II.   In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for 
 Hosanna: 
 
It would be helpful if solid commitments were made and kept in order to keep things running 
smoothly. 
Timely advertising and preparation…always room for improvement! 
More community events that bring participation from non-church members. 
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Spiritual Life  
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
Team Leader:  Pam Wells 
 
Team Ministry Servants: Kathy Burns, Dan Burns, Beth Chaney, Sister Anna Marie Flusche, Judy Hunt, 
Marie Tyrell, Barbara Vroom, David Vroom and Pastor John Boldt 
 
 
I.    As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have been pos-

sible with and through God over the past year:  
 
2016 was a very busy year at Hosanna Lutheran Church.  The “Spiritual Life” of the congregation was 
everywhere you looked.  There was a feeling in the air of satisfaction, and pride in what we were able 
to accomplish in just 365 days. 
 
Lent came and so did the soup suppers.  Each soup seemed to be better than the last if that is possi-
ble.  And with full bellies, we sat together and listened to the message of the Lord.    
 
Easter Triduum was beautiful.  Consisting of Maundy Thursday evening worship service; Good Friday 
where we remember the passion and crucifixion of Jesus, and the altar was stripped; Vigil Saturday 
where we honor the day that Jesus lay in his tomb; and Easter Sunday which we dedicate to the Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
We don’t normally play with fire, however, the Burning of the Mortgage was a celebration to behold!  
Never a prettier sight than standing outside watching a few pieces of paper burn to the ground.  Then 
we went inside to do what Lutheran’s everywhere like to do – we ate!  We adorned the tables with 
candles wrapped in our mortgage papers, and displayed tripods of wishes for the future on each ta-
ble.   
 
And since we enjoy celebrations, we had a second one for the Anniversary of Hosanna.  Everyone 
that had been a part of Hosanna was sent an invitation to come help us rejoice!  We lavished the en-
tire church with flowers and made placemats depicting “our story”.   We helped set up the huge array 
of pot luck dishes, served, and cleaned up.  Our feet were sore, but our hearts were rewarded. 
 
We participated in the Day of Caring, cleaning out Sunday School rooms, singing at various care facili-
ties, working at NAM, making blankets and mats for homeless individuals, and working the pumpkin 
patch for the youth, to name a few.  
 
All Saints’ Sunday was memorialized on November 6.  We had tables graced with candles to light for 
those that have lived in the faith, and died before us.  Giving thanks to God for the love they brought 
into our lives.  
 
We participated in the “Goodbye” to Pastor John – an amazing man!   
 
Our sanctuary was garnished with beauty for Advent.  Candles, greenery, and special services en-
riched our lives and helped us rejoice in the birth of our savior. 
 
 



19 

 

Throughout the year, we have had approximately 50 people assisting in the service in one way or an-
other.  And with the new Time and Talent results, we hope to get even more.  My sincere, heartfelt 
appreciation goes out to all our Acolytes, Altar Guild members, Assisting Ministers, Book Bearers, Cru-
cifers, Greeters, Readers, and Ushers.  The Bell Choir arouses our senses with sensational sounds, and 
continually flourishes, under the direction of Judy Hunt.  Thank you so very much!    Our choir and 
Men’s Choir are vital - we are HOSANNA Lutheran Church after all.  A breathtaking collection of 
artists, each and every one of them.  
 
 
    
II.   In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for Hosan-

na: 
 
The Spiritual Life Committee is giving of themselves so that our church family experiences a connec-
tion to the Lord our God each and every Sunday.  We look forward to whatever lies ahead. 
 
PRAYER CHANGES EVERYTHING!     
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2016 Staff Support Team Annual Report 
 
 

Team Members:  Maureen Kennedy, Connie Chestnut and Laura Bridges 
Team Leader:  Valerie Oden 
 
The year started out fairly quiet with discussions on the continuous hard work and blessings from 
the staff.   Shortly thereafter, it became a very busy year filled with emotional highs and lows. 
 
It began when Angela Martin decided to relinquish her position as Hosanna’s nursery attendant.  
Gretchen Lundquist agreed to fill the position until a replacement could be found.  During her time 
in this position Gretchen thoroughly cleaned and organized both nursery rooms, which was 
greatly appreciated.  With the addition of new members, attendance in the nursery increased and, 
at times, the number of children warrants two attendants.  In October, Kaye Pasquill was hired to 
be our permanent attendant and with the help of her 11 year old daughter, Mykayla, the nursery 
is now fully staffed.  
 
Becky Wolf who has graciously shared her gift of numbers and eye for detail by performing the 
duties of Hosanna’s financial secretary and bookkeeper has elected to allow someone else to  
acquire the bookkeeper duties.  She has continued in this position until the right person is found.  
As a congregation, we thank Becky for her hard work and the many hours required keeping our 
finances in order. 
 
In September, Pastor John submitted his letter of resignation as Hosanna’s Pastor.  He felt it was 
time to explore other avenues in his life and to let Hosanna find the right leader to see us through 
our on going journey.  It was a difficult and emotional time for all.  However, on November 20th we 
had a celebration in his honor and with the help of many, many people we shared memories, both 
sad and happy, ate good food, and thanked him for all the care and love he gave us during his 8 
plus years.  Thank you to all who helped with this celebration. 
 
Staff Support along with the Lay Leadership team was responsible for gathering members for the 
Call Committee.  To my surprise, this task was more difficult than expected.  We took our time to 
make sure the team was diverse in age, length of membership, gender and has the ability to work 
as a team.  I believe we accomplished our task and pray the committee will have the strength and 
wisdom to move us forward. 
 
Thanks to the congregation members who gave generously to the Staff Monetary Christmas gift. 
 
We continue to celebrate the birthdays and anniversaries of the staff members. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Valerie Oden 
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Lay Leadership Team 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
Team Leader: David Vroom 
 
Team Ministry Servants: The whole congregation 
 
 
 
I.    As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have been 

possible with and through God over the past year:  
 
A new Job Description Template was developed and sent to all council members and other 
selected positions in the church. Once these are returned with any necessary changes approved, 
they will be finalized and added to the Church Documents. 
 
The Time and Talent Survey was distributed in hard copy and made available on-line for the 
month of October. Limited response has led to continuing the availability of the survey on-line 
until the end of the year at which time the results will be tabulated and distributed. 
 
Assisted the Staff Support Team in putting together a slate of candidates for the Call Team. This 
slate was approved by the congregation. 
 
Prepared the 2017 Budget with help from  Pastor John.      
             
  
 
 
II.   In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for 

Hosanna: 
 
Continuing to work to finish the Job Descriptions 
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Care Team 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
Team Leader: Sharon Lindquist 
 
Team Ministry Servants: Nerisa McConnell, Judy Rhodes, Bob And Barbara Dejmal, Nicki Brooks, Joe 
Hughes 
 
I.    As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have been 

possible with and through God over the past year:  
 
A. Covenants to Habitat, NAM and Lutherhill 
B. Servant Day: where we tied Quilts together with the Muslim Women 
C. Garage Sale 
D. Proceeds from Garage Sale went to Various Charities 
 1. Adopt a Platoon. (National) 
 2. Home Place of Texas (Local), a complex for special need adults with resident and day 

programs 
 3. Patriot Paws (National) 
 4. Teachers in Hosanna who work with special needs children for holiday party 
 5. Salvation Army (Local), Houston Chapter 
 6. Oaks Indian Mission (Out of State), Oklahoma 
 7. Star of Hope (Local), Houston Chapter 
 8. Camp Hope (Local) 
 9. Helping Hands (Hosanna) 
 10. Habitat for Humanity (Local) 
 11. NAM clinic and Holiday Turkeys (Local) 
 12. Red Cross (National), designated for Houston Flood relief  
 13. Lutheran Disaster Relief (National), designated for Houston Flood victims  
 14. Support for IHN 
 15. Donation to the Men of Hosanna for Care Packages 
E. Support for Fall Festival 
F. Provided Meals  
G. Lenten Soup Suppers 
H. 100’s of lbs of food for the food pantry donation from the congregation  
I. Saving lives through blood donations, headed up by Bernie Brown 
J. Senior events (see Attachment) 
 1. Outings 
 2. Senior Pot Luck 
K. Men of Hosanna (see Attachment) 
 1. Seafarer’s care packages 
 2. Care packages for college and Military personnel 
 3. Golf tournaments 
 4. Fishing trips   
L. Interfaith Hospitality (see Attachment) 
M. Crocheting mats for the homeless with donated plastic bags 
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II.   In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for 
 Hosanna: 
 
1. Working with the newly opened 1960 Hope Center for the homeless, by providing meals and 

services they need 
2. Providing care in meals for our congregation who may need them 
3. Putting together quilts for those in need 
4. Provide service for the elderly through Interfaith Hospitality  
5. Continue to be part of the commit for life blood donation 
6. Continue to work with Nam and provide help with their needs in the clinic and other services they 

provide, including Christmas baskets, Christmas toy drive and continuing our covenant with them 
7. Continue our covenant to Habitat 
8. Continue our covenant to Lutherhill 
9. Continue our Garage Sale so we will have the means to donate to various organizations 
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Summary of Men of Hosanna Activities for the Year 2016 
 

January 
Chairman Rollie Lund reported that 26 men and their guests showed up on Saturday January 23rd for the 
annual Men's group breakfast at Luby’s Restaurant.   Ron Christ opened the meeting with a breakfast prayer.  
After breakfast, Bob McConnell chaired a brief business meeting.  Next the men took turns introducing each 
other. $235.00 was donated to help fund the annual Care Package project.  The meeting was closed by the 
group praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

February 
On Tuesday evening February 23rd, 19 men and their guests enjoyed our annual Bar-B-Q dinner.  After dinner, 
the men put together 45 Care Packages for our College Youth, those in the Military and our graduating High 
School seniors.    
 

March-April 
On March 25th, the annual Good Friday golf tournament was held at Bear Creek Golf Course near Hempstead.  
A total of 50 golfers from Hosanna and Kinsmen Lutheran churches enjoyed the golf followed by a hamburger 
buffet lunch. 
 
On Saturday April 23rd, Head Chef Pastor John assisted by Steve Bridges, Chad Greer, Jim Sales, David Galida 
and Ky’Ree Martin reported that the Men of Hosanna served brunch to 25 of Hosanna’s Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (W.E.L.C.A.). 
 

September 
In September, The Men of Hosanna sponsored a thirty-day fund raiser to fill Christmas gift boxes for the 
Seafarer’s Center.  At the end of the thirty days, Hosanna had contributed $2366.40.  Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans gave us additional funds of $1250 bringing the total funds raised to $3616.40.  This will be enough 
to fill 110 shoeboxes with personal hygiene items and gifts.  In addition, $400 that was contributed by the 
congregation from the September "Noisy Offering" was given to the Chaplain's Fund at the Seafarer's Center.  
Thanks to the congregation for donating the shoeboxes too.  
 

October 
The annual Fall Classic Hosanna/Kinsmen golf tournament was held on Saturday Oct 22nd at Red Wolf Run 
Golf course.  31 golfers and their guests enjoyed the great golfing weather, the hamburger buffet lunch and 
fellowship.  
 

December  
The High School Confirmation class, with the help of the Men of Hosanna and other members of the 
congregation totaled 20 in all and packed all the boxes on Wednesday evening Dec 7th.  The ten High School 
CREW members and adults wrapped all the boxes with Christmas paper on Saturday Dec 10th.   Bob 
McConnell, Steve Bridges, Weldon and Marion Kuhn and Jeff Hartmann delivered the 110 gift boxes to the 
Seafarer’s Center on Monday Friday Dec 12th.  They also presented the Chaplains with a $400 check to the 
Seafarer’s Center for the Chaplain’s fund. 
 
Our aluminum recycling for 2016 was $144.50.  This compares to $164.75 for 2015. 
Thanks to Cecil Streetman & Jim Sales for hauling the aluminum to recycling for Hosanna. 
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The Seniors have had another busy and fun filled year.  The following summarizes our 
activities for 2016. 

 

January – N/A 

 

February – Attended the “Rob Landis Trio” Concert 

 

March – N/A 

 

April –Galveston tour of Moody House and The Bishop’s Castle 

 

May – N/A 

 

June – N/A 

 

July – N/A 

 

August – Galveston Railroad Museum tour 

      

Sept- N/A 

  

Oct – IMAX on National Parks and Butterfly Exhibit  

 

Nov – Supported church activities:  Texas Thanksgiving & Advent Workshop 

   

Dec - Creighton Theatre-Christmas on 34th Street 

          Christmas Potluck Dinner with Christmas story readings 

 

Anyone 50 or over is invited to join the Senior’s Group.  We meet either on Tuesdays or the weekends 
to attend events.  Precinct 1 provides free bus transportation. 

 

Nerisa McConnell       Judy Rhodes           Cecelia Gabrielson 
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Fellowship YE 2016 Summary 

 

 

Texas Thanksgiving 

 

 Hosanna has been celebrating a "Texas Thanksgiving" annually for 37 years.  It is generally 
held around the first of November on a Saturday evening.  Dinner is homemade chili with apple, 
pumpkin and pecan pie for dessert.  After dinner, we play Bunco.  Cost is $5/person. Fifty-two people 
attended in 2016. 

 

Advent Workshop 

 

 Hosanna has been holding an "Advent Workshop" annually for 37 years.  It is generally held 
two Sundays before Thanksgiving.  It begins at night with a devotional and Christmas carol singing.  A 
total of 3 different Advent crafts are completed.  Refreshments and cookies are served.  Cost varies 
depending on the crafts.   A total of 55 families participated in 2016. 

 

 

Nerisa McConnell                                        Sue King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report 2016        Dec 31, 2016 

Hosanna Care Team 

 

Interfaith Care Team 

 

The Hosanna Interfaith Care Team has been in partnership with “Interfaith Care Partners” for 21 
years.  Hosanna has provided 22,826 Care hours that covered transportation to doctors, grocery 
stores, church events, light housekeeping, help with social security and Medicare/Medicaid programs 
and provided respite care for 56 family members. 

 

Nerisa McConnell  
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STEWARDSHIP 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
Team Leader:  Jeff Hartmann 
 
Team Ministry Servants: The entire congregation 
 
I.    As ministry servants serving with joy, we celebrate these accomplishments that have been 

possible with and through God over the past year: 
 
We began our year with the agreement with Ideal Impact put into force.  We have already reaped and 
continue to reap benefits from the program, saving on our energy bills.  There have been many 
cosmetic and structural improvements to our facility this year including, but not limited to:  trash area 
gate, Ike wall damage repair, basketball hoop removal, leaks fixed, handicap toilet installed, facia 
board replaced, air conditioners repaired ( I went over budget in this area), brick wall by nursery 
reinforced, outside light repair and service, internet improvements, grout cleaning. 
 
We had a cleanup day on March 19 with 6 participants.  Becky Wolfe cleared up and distributed the 
memorial funds.  Becky also put together a comprehensive  air conditioner repair book that better 
allows us to track problem areas in HVAC.  We finally got and installed a defibrillator!  We had 
discussions with our new neighbor to the south about a walkway between the campuses.  They will 
install it.  With the payment of the mortgage a  committee was put in place to determine the most 
pressing physical needs of the church.  A list was established. 
 
A HUGE word of thanks to everyone who was involved with the Stewardship Team this year.  You 
know who you are and I am afraid if I name names I will leave someone out.  Stewardship is truly a 
team effort! 
  
 
 Noisy offerings for 2016: 

 

 January Eickenroht Elementary KIDS program $609.52 
 February ELCA Latino Ministry    $530.12 
 March  Lutherhill Day Camp, Hosanna’s VBS  $681.41 
 April  NAM / S.O.S. (Survival Over Summer) $1,069.- 
 May  Lutherhill Ministries    $727.94 
 June  African Initiative / Kagera Scholarships $1,010.67 
 July  NAM / Back to School supplies  $717.34 
 August  Habitat for Humanity    $729.16 
 September Seafarer’s Christmas Boxes   $721.40 
 October African Initiative / WomenCraft  $1,128.10 
 November Hope Center     $864.99 
 December ELCA – Good Gifts    $625.72 
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II.   In the coming year, our ministry will focus on these issues to promote God’s purpose for 
Hosanna: 

 

We will continue to work with Ideal Impact to improve our energy efficency.  We need to get some 
people trained in classes as to the defibrillator use.  It is a condition of our receiving it.  We will 
continue to improve on the campus as funds become available.  Rather than operating like a “regular” 
ministry team, we have gone to a less formal approach with individuals solving problems as they 
arise.  We do, however, need someone to run our annual campaign.  Pastor Boldt’s approach worked 
for us last year but we will need someone to carry on in the future. 
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FINANCE TEAM 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
 

 
Team Leader: Kathy Burns 
 
Team members: Robert Brown, Becky Wolf, Ron Christ  
 
 
2016 was a very special year for Hosanna Lutheran Church with the "burning of the mortgage". A 
special thank you goes out to those who worked on the Burning with Faith campaign headed by Jeff 
Hartmann, Jon Evans, and Pastor John. The members of Hosanna made this possible and should feel 
very proud of this accomplishment. 
 
The 2016 general fund ended with a positive cash balance of $27,242. The CPR fund for unexpected 
building related expenses has a balance of $24,476 for 2016. The R&R fund has a balance of $6802, 
which will be used to work on the "Top 10" spending priorities list approved by the congregation. The 
2017 budget was approved at the congregational meeting in December of 2016. 
 
Hosanna's audit team completed the 2015 audit, with no significant accounting problems. Issues that 
were raised  were addressed with written responses that are recorded in Church Council meeting 
minutes.  Additional policies and/or procedures were implemented where deemed necessary. 
 
The Finance Team will continue to monitor the financial situation of Hosanna on a monthly basis in 
2017 similar to what it has done in the past. 



30 

 

30 



31 

 

31 



32 

 

32 



33 

 

33 



34 

 

34 



35 

 

35 



36 

 

36 



37 

 

37 



38 

 

38 



39 

 

39 



40 

 

40 



41 

 

41 



42 

 

42 



43 

 

43 



44 

 

44 


