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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if
you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew.
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PRELUDE

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 3, 2025

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“What Is the World to Me”

LSB #730 (v. 1-3)
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1 What is the world to me With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y
3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!
Yet nev-er once re - flects That  they are frail and flight - y.
Yet nev-er is con -tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
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You on -1y, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a high - er good, Con-tent with it Tl be:
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You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je -sus, He a - lone. What 1is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
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CALL TO WORSHIP
In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. Give us grace
that we may honor You with all we own, always remembering the account
we must one day give to Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.



INTROIT ~ [saiah 40:6-8

A voice says, "Cry!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”

All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the Lord blows on it.

The grass withers, the flower fades.
but the word of our God will stand forever.

GLORIA PATRI
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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@ Glory be to God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
9 | } | ot P
(n>—— o —1 o o —F ———
g o | —
O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
n Il ]
P’ Al | [ [ I
Gy o s o o —
\\Q—)\} T T =g 0 T T A O O
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.




SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called us to be Your children and
heirs of Your gracious promises in Christ Jesus. Grant us Your Holy Spirit
that we may forsake all covetous desires and the inordinate love of riches.
Deliver us from the pursuit of passing things that we may seek the
kingdom of Your Son and trust in His righteousness and so find
blessedness and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes1:2,12-14; 2:18-26

(Vanity of Toil without God)

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

| the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And | applied my heart
to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an
unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. |
have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a
striving after wind. . . .



| hated all my toil in which [ toil under the sun, seeing that | must leave it to the
man who will come after me, and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool?
Yet he will be master of all for which | toiled and used my wisdom under the sun.
This also is vanity. So | turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the
toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes a person who has toiled with
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by
someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What has a
man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun?
For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his
heart does not rest. This also is vanity.

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find
enjoyment in his toil. This also, | saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him
who can eat or who can have enjoyment? For to the one who pleases him God
has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the
business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This
also is vanity and a striving after wind.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 6:17-18
(Do Not Put Your Hope in Wealth)

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be
generous and ready to share.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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Al-le -lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia Alle-1lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.

(Parable of the Rich Fool)

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or
arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man
produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, "What shall | do, for | have
nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: | will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. And | will
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who
lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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e Gospel of the Lord.
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CATECHISM ~The Ninth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get
our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which
only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping
it.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Be Thou My Vision”

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

Naught be all else to me save that thou art.
Thou my best thought by day and by night;
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ev er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my great Father, | thy dear child;

Thou in me dwelling, with thee reconciled.

Riches | heed not, not vain, empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always.
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,

High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,

May | reach Heaven'’s joys, O bright Heav'ns Sun!
Heart of my heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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SERMON “Parable of the Rich Fool”

Luke 12:13-21
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer

OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY
OFFERTORY
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Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS
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heav’n and earth are
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na
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in the high - est.
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Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He,
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bless - edis He that com-<eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
12




WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

~Please be seated for the Distribution~
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“All Depends on Our Possessing”

LSB #732 (v. 1-4)
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1 All de - pends on our pos - sess - ing God’s a - bun - dant
2He who to this day has fed me And to man -y
3 Man - y spend their lives in fret-ting O - ver tri - fles
4 When with  sor - row I am strick-en, Hope a - new my
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grace and Dbless - ing, Though all earth - ly wealth de - part.
joys has led me Is and ev - er shall be mine.
and in get - ting Things that have no sol - id ground.
heart will quick - en; All my long - ing shall be stilled.
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They who trust with faith un - shak - en By their God are
He who ev - er gent - ly schools me, He who dai- ly
I shall strive to win  a trea - sure That will bring me
To His lov - ing kind - ness ten - der Soul and bod -y
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not for - sak - en And will keep a daunt-less heart.
guides and rules me Wil re - main my help di - vine.
last - ing plea - sure And that now is sel - dom found.
I sur - ren - der, For on God a - lone I  build.

~Distribution Hymns continued on the following page~
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” LSB #782
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1 Gra - cious God, You send great bless - ings
2 By Your  Word You formed cre - a - tion
3 In His earth - ly life, our Sav - ior
4 Heav'n - ly Fa - ther, may our car - ing
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New each morn - ing all our days. For Your mer - cies
Filled with crea-tures large and small, As we tend that
Knew the care of faith - ful friends; May our deeds of
Bear the im - print of Your grace; With the Son and
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nev - er end - ing, For Your love we of - fer praise.
end - less trea - sure May our care en - cir - cle all
ded -i - ca - tion Of - fer love that mev-er ends.

Ho - ly Spir - it, Praise be  Yours in ev - 'ty place!
Refrain
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Lord, we pray that we, Your peo-ple Who Your gifts un - num-bered claim,
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry to Your name.
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“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
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LSB #743 (v. 1-3)
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, Fount of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In Thine arms 1 rest me; Foes who would mo - lest me
3 Sa - tan, 1 de - fy thee; Death, I now de-cry thee;
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Tru - est friend to me, Ah, how long in an - guish
Can - not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing,
Fear, 1 bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
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Shall my spir - it lan - guish, Yearn - ing, Lord, for Thee?
Ev - ’ry heart be quak - ing, Je - sus calms my fear
Nor thy threats a - larm me While 1 sing of peace.
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Thou art mine, O Lamb di - vine! 1 will suf - fer
Light - nings flash And thun - ders crash; Yet, though sin and
God’s great pow’r Guards ev - ’ry hour; Earth and all its
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naught to hide  Thee; Naught I ask be - side Thee.
hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
depths a - dore Him, Si - lent bow be - fore Him.

+ INSTALLATION OF VICAR BEN SMITH +
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BENEDICTION

The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
CLOSING HYMN
“Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB #783 (v. 1-2,4-6)
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy love;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
5 Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no long-er mine;
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its trea-sure store;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - °‘ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Take myheart, it is Thineown, It shall be  Thy roy - al throne.
Take my-self, and I will be Ev - er, on - ly, all for Thee.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

~All are invited to a Welcome Reception for Vicar Ben
in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 a.m. Service~
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