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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  

VICAR:  Ben Smith – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:vestluth@juno.com
mailto:vicar@vestavialutheran.org
mailto:lwalter@vestavialutheran.org


2 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 3, 2025 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            

“What Is the World to Me”                                                             LSB #730 (v. 1-3) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. Give us grace 

that we may honor You with all we own, always remembering the account 

we must one day give to Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. 
 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

   Amen. 
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INTROIT                                         ~ Isaiah 40:6-8 

 

A voice says, “Cry!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 
All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 

 

    The grass withers, the flower fades  

       when the breath of the Lord blows on it. 

 

    The grass withers, the flower fades. 

       but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

 

 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called us to be Your children and 

heirs of Your gracious promises in Christ Jesus. Grant us Your Holy Spirit 

that we may forsake all covetous desires and the inordinate love of riches. 

Deliver us from the pursuit of passing things that we may seek the 

kingdom of Your Son and trust in His righteousness and so find 

blessedness and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                   Ecclesiastes1:2,12-14; 2:18-26 

(Vanity of Toil without God) 

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I applied my heart 

to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an 

unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. I 

have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a 

striving after wind. . . . 
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 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the 

man who will come after me, and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? 

Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. 

This also is vanity. So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the 

toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes a person who has toiled with 

wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by 

someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What has a 

man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 

For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his 

heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 

 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find 

enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him 

who can eat or who can have enjoyment? For to the one who pleases him God 

has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the 

business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This 

also is vanity and a striving after wind. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE READING                          1 Timothy 6:17-18 

(Do Not Put Your Hope in Wealth) 

 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 

their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 

everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

generous and ready to share. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                            Luke 12:13-21 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.   

   

 

(Parable of the Rich Fool) 

 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 

arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 

against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 

produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 

nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 

and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 

say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 

drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 

you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who 

lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
 
 

     This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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CATECHISM                ~The Ninth Commandment 
 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get 

our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in a way which 

only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping 

it. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             

“Be Thou My Vision”                                                 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought by day and by night; 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  

 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 

I ev er with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my great Father, I thy dear child; 

Thou in me dwelling, with thee reconciled. 

 

Riches I heed not, not vain, empty praise; 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always. 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 

High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.  

 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’ns Sun! 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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SERMON                “Parable of the Rich Fool” 

Luke 12:13-21 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“All Depends on Our Possessing”          LSB #732 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

~Distribution Hymns continued on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 
“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”           LSB #782 
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“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                     LSB #743 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
+  INSTALLATION OF VICAR BEN SMITH  +  
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BENEDICTION 
 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 

 
CLOSING HYMN            

“Take My Life and Let It Be”                                            LSB #783 (v. 1-2,4-6) 
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DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

~All are invited to a Welcome Reception for Vicar Ben 

 in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 a.m. Service~ 


