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AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU;
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AND YOU WILL FIND;
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AND THE DOOR WILL BE OPENED TO YOU.
MATTHEW 7:7
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PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB #770
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I What a friend we have in Je - sus, All our sins and griefs to bear!

2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is

there trou-ble

an - y-where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry  Ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!

We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged— Take

it

to the Lord in prayer.

Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;
Can we find a friend so faith - ful

Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take

Who will

all
it

Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
our sor-rows share?

to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we
Je - sus knows our

In

do not
ev - ry

car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!

weak-ness— Take it

His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a

to the Lord in prayer.
sol-ace there.



INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.



INTROIT ~Psalm 138

| give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I sing your praise;

| bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love
and your faithfulness,
for you have exalted above all things
your name and your word.

On the day | called, you answered me;
my strength of soul you increased.

All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,

and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LoRbD.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
o] —
a ——
d ,_._—__/ T —
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Au Refrain

"This is the Feast”
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

A u Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le- lu-ia, al-le - la - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, the Giver of all good things, teach us to ask of You those things we
need for our salvation, that we may so pass through things temporal that
we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 18:20-33
(Abraham Intercedes for Sodom)

The LORD dealt with me according to my righteousness;
according to the cleanness of my hands he rewarded me.
For | have kept the ways of the LORD,
and have not wickedly departed from my God.
For all his just decrees were before me,
and his statutes | did not put away from me.
| was blameless before him,
and | kept myself from my guilt.
So the LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness,
according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight.
With the merciful you show yourself merciful;
with the blameless man you show yourself blameless;
with the purified you show yourself pure;
and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous.
For you save a humble people,
but the haughty eyes you bring down.
For it is you who light my lamp;

the LORD my God lightens my darkness.
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For by you | can run against a troop,
and by my God | can leap over a wall.
This God—his way is perfect;
the word of the LORD proves true;
he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.
For who is God, but the LORD?
And who is a rock, except our God?—
the God who equipped me with strength
and made my way blameless.
He made my feet like the feet of a deer
and set me secure on the heights.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Colossians 2:6-10,13-15
(Alive in Christ)

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and
not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and
you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he
set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put
them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry to Youy O Lord

(The Lord'’s Prayer)
Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he
said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”



And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a
journey, and | have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. |
cannot get up and give you anything'? | tell you, though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will
rise and give him whatever he needs. And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will
be opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish
give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,



very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Seek Ye First” LSB #712
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1 Seek ye first  the kingw— dom of God, And His
2 Ask and it shall be giv - en un - to you, Seek and
3 Man does not live by bread a - lone, But by
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righ - teous - ness. And all these things shall be
ye shall find, Knock and the door shall be
ev - ry word That pro - ceeds from the
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add “ed un-to you! Al-le - Ilu, al-le-lu - il
0o - pened un - to you, Al -le - lu, al-le-1u - a!
mouth of the Lord, Al -1le - 1lu, al-le-1Iu - ia!
SERMON "Seek Ye First”
Luke 11:9
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
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VOLUNTARY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na.

Ho - san - na in the

high - est.

Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
~Please be seated for the Distribution~
DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB #680

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
o)
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1 Thine the a - men Thine the praise Al - e -
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly Thine  the
3 Thine the tru - ly Thine  the yes Thine  the
4 Thine the king - dom Thine the prize Thine the
5 Thine the glo - 1y in the night No more
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lu - ias an - gels raise Thine the ev - er - last - ing head
prom-ise let there be Thine the vi - sion Thine the tree
ta - ble we the guest Thine the mer - cy all from  Thee
won - der full sur- prise Thine the ban - quet then the  praise
dy - ing on - ly light Thine the riv - er Thine the tree
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Thine the break-ing of the bread Thine the glo - ry Thine the
All  the earth on bend-ed knee Gone the nail-ing gone the
Thine the glo -ry yet to be Then the ring-ing and the
Then the jus -tice of Thy ways Thine the glo - ry Thine the
Then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly Then the ho -1ly ho - 1ly
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sto - ry Thine the har - vest then the cup Thine the
rail - ing Gone the  plead -ing gone the cry Gone the
sing - ing Then the end of all the war Thine the
sto - ry Then the wel-come to the least Then the
ho - ly Cel - e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee Thine the
ﬁ ! 1 |
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vine-yard then the cup s lift - ed up lift-ed  up.
sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss lift-ed high.
liv - ing Thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
won-der all in - creas - ing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
splen-dor Thine the bright-ness on - ly Thee on-ly Thee.
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“I Come, O Savior to Thy Table” LSB #618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3 Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause I
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is faith’s
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wea - ry is my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt
soul is  sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is the strength of
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So 1 a sin - ner, come to Thee.

ban - ish nev - er, For Th’ou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My heart, for 1 am now Thy guest.

heart and spir - it, The <cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
Refrain ‘ .
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~
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“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”

LSB #637
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1 Draw near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who His saints 1n this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward  then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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Of - fered was He for great - est and for least,

With  heav’n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,

O Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to  the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You Dbless us now.

+ FAREWELL TO VICAR PEDER SAETHRE +

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Sent Forth by God's Blessing” LSB #643
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1 Sent forth by God’s  bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The peo - ple of God from His dwell -ing take leave.
The tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face.
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The Sup - per is end - ed. O now be ex - tend-ed
Our faith ev - er shar - ing, In love ev - er car - ing,
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The fruits  of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
Em - brac - ing  His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach-ing,
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
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Shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
U - nite us as one in this life  that we share.
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His grace did in - wvite us, His love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and  thanks - giv - ing
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To work for God’s  king -dom and an - swer His call.
Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear.
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS

‘ 201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 I'
it YA\ — Church office: 205-823-1883  PreSchool/MDO: 205-791-5200 e
‘ .%% Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org ==
D WORSHIP: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays I
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:15 a.m.
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer — pastor@vestavialutheran.org text: 205-201-8866

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers — vestluth@juno.com

VICAR: Peder Saethre — vicar@vestavialutheran.org

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson — ruthinbham@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER'S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler — bheisler@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Leigh Walter — lwalter@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org

BOOK KEEPER: Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com

i

TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if
you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew.
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