
 

 
 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 21, 2024



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  

VICAR:  Matthew Vatthauer – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 21, 2024 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                    

“Shepherd of Tender Youth”                                                        LSB #864 (v. 1,4-5) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 Like a shepherd He will care for His flock.     

  With His arms He will gather the lambs.               ~Isaiah 40:11 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 We have come into the presence of God, Who created us to love and serve 

Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and plead 

for His mercy. 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to 

be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  

Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse 

me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

 God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all Your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed Your guilt forever. 

You are His own dear child. May God give You strength to live according to 

His will. 

Amen. 
 

PSALMODY                         ~Psalm 23 read in unison 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 He restoreth my soul:  

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me;  
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Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

“All People That On Earth Do Dwell”                   LSB #791 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that when we hear the 

voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and 

follow where he leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 Amen.     
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OLD TESTAMENT READING          Micah 5:2-4 
 

(The Messiah Will Be a Shepherd) 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM  (10:30 a.m.)        arr. L Larson 

“Good Shepherd of My Soul” 

Good shepherd of my soul, come dwell within me; 

Take all I am and mold Your likeness in me. 

Before the cross of Christ, this is my sacrifice:  

 a life laid down and ready to follow. 

The troubled find their peace in true surrender; 

The pris’ners, their release from chains of anger. 

In springs of living grace, find a resting place, 

A place to rise refreshed, determined to follow. 

I’ll walk this narrow road with Christ before me, 
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Where thorns and thistles grow and cords ensnare me. 

Though doubted and denied, He never leaves my side, 

But lifts my head and calls me to follow. 

The King of Love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am His and He is mine forever. 

And when my days are gone, my strength is failing; 

He’ll carry me along through death’s unveiling. 

Earth’s struggles overcome, Heav’n’s journey just begun, 

Heav’n’s journey just begun, to search Christ’s depth and ever to follow. 

Good Shepherd of my soul, come dwell within me. 

 
EPISTLE                  1 John 3:16-24 

(Love One Another) 

 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his 

brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 

him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before 

him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he 

knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we 

keep his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his 

commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments 

abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 

Spirit whom he has given us. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE 

“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”               LSB #740 (v. 1)  

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                             John 10:11-18 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(Jesus Our Good Shepherd) 
 

11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 

the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 

sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this 
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reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 

lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received 

from my Father.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                  ~inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                                                LSB #709 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                             

“He Leads Me” 

Psalm 23:3 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”         LSB #709 (v. 5-6) 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

 

LORD’S PRAYER                   ~inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”                                 LSB #819 (v. 1-4) 
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“I Lift My Eyes to Worship”  (10:30 a.m.)        LCVH Adult Choir 

 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”            LSB #710 

 

 

 

 
“Have No Fear, Little Flock”                                 LSB #735 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Hear the prayer of Your people, O Lord, the lips which have praised You 

here may glorify You in the world, that the eyes which have seen the 

coming of Your Son may long for His coming again, and that all who have 

received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your forgiveness may 

be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 

 

BLESSING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                      

 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, Leading Me”                                  LW #417 
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EASTER DISMISSAL 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!        

  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

 


