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PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer — pastor@vestavialutheran.org text: 205-201-8866

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers — vestluth@juno.com

VICAR: Matthew Vatthauer — vicar@vestavialutheran.org

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson — ruthinbham@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER'S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler — bheisler@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Leigh Walter — lwalter@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org

BOOK KEEPER: Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com

TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if
you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 7, 2024
8:00 a.m. Worship Service

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN

"Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven!” LSB #477
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1 Al -le - lu-1ia, al - le-1lu-ia! Hearts to heav’'n and voic - es raise:
2 Al - le - lu -1ia, Christ is ris-en! Death at last has met de-feat:
3Al-le-1Iu-ia, al-1le-Iu-ia! Glo - ry be to God on high:
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Sing to God a hymn of glad-ness, Sing to God a hymn of praise;
See the an-cient pow’rs of e - vil In con - fu - sion and re-treat;
Al -le-lu-ia to the Sav-ior Who has gained the vic - to - ry;
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He who on the cross a vic-tim For the world’s sal - va-tion bled—
Once He died, and once was bur-ied: Now He lives for -ev - er - more,
Al - le -lu-ia to the Spir-it, Fount of love and sanc-ti - ty!
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Je-sus Christ,the King of Glo - ry, Now is ris - en from the dead.
Je-sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem -er, Whom we wor-ship and a - dore.

Al-le - lu-1ia, al - le-lu - 1a To the tri - une Maj - es - ty!
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He give the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.



INTROIT ~Psalm 148:1-6, 13-14

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his hosts!

Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the LORD!
For he commanded and they were created.

And he established them forever and ever;
he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.

Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty is above earth and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his saints,
for the people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the LORD!
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KYRIE

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,  have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
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A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE
Au Refrain

"This is the Feast”

oo e — :
@ | | | i— o_‘j—'f— ! ! i
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
n H | — \ I H Il
At — e e
| o WAL [ | d | P ‘ I GJ [@ )
; i i I
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

A u Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le- lu-ia, al-le - la - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Risen Lord, You appeared to the disciples to strengthen their faith and
give them the Holy Spirit to forgive sin. Increase our faith and inspire our
witness. Fill Your Church with the power of the resurrection to labor
faithfully in joy until every tongue confesses with Thomas, “My Lord and
my God,” for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35

(Early Church Testified to New Life in Resurrected Christ by Word and Deed)

The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common. And with great power the apostles were giving their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it
at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE READING 1John 1:1-4

(Apostle John Testifies as a Witness to the Life, Death, and Resurrection of the Word)

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it,
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father
and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing
these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo-ry to Youy O Lord
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(The Risen Lord Appears to His Disciples and Thomas)

90n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 2°When he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even
so | am sending you.” 2And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” >Now Thomas,
one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 2°So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless |
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the
nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never believe.” *°Eight days later, his
disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then
he said to Thomas, “"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 2Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!" 2°Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 3'but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come

to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the

life "I« everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY
O Sons of Daughters of the King”

LSB #470 (v. 1,4-5)
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10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, @ Whom heav’'n - ly
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear; A - mong them
5 When Thom - as first the tid - ings heard  That they  had
)
s — - | | | I | | i ——
e I — —1e  Ei—— [ — I I
T | L4 L4 [ 'é'.
hosts in glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
came their mas-ter dear And said, “My peace  be with you  here.”
seen the r1is -en Lord, He doubt-ed the dis - ci-ples”  word.
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Al - le - lu - 1ia,
Al - le - lu - ia,
Al - le - lu - 1a,

al - le - lu - 1a,
al - le - lu - 1a,
al - le - lu - 1a,
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al-le-1u - 1a!
al-le-1lu - ia!
al-le-1u - 1a!



SERMON “Dealing with Doubt”
John 20:19-31

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer

HYMN OF THE DAY

"0 Sons of Daughters of the King” LSB #470 (v. 6-7,9)
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6 “My pierc - ed side, O Thom - as, see, And look up -
7 No long - er Thom - as then de - nied,; He saw the
9 On this most ho - ly day of days Be laud and
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on My hands, My feet; Not faith-less but be - liev-ing be.”
feet, the hands, the side; “You are my Lord andGod!” he cried.
ju - bi-lee and praise: To God your hearts and voic-es raise.
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Al - le - lu - ia,

al -le - Iu - ia,
Al -le - Iu - 1a, al -le -Iu - 1a,
Al - le - lu - ia,

al - le - Iu - ia,
OFFERING

VOLUNTARY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

~the service concludes on the following page~
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CLOSING HYMN
"Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”

LSB #474 (v. 1-2, 5)
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2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter Tell - ing the
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ru - sa-lem, Je - sus the Lamb, Riv - er of life, Saints and arch-
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ev - er! Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
glo - ry: Je - sus our bless-ing, our con -stant sur - prise.
an - gels, Sing with cre - a - tion to God the 1 AM!
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!
EASTER DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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LCVH Vacation Bible School
June 34— 7t
9:00 a.m. until noon daily

Sign up to attend or volunteer:
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