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church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
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you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew.
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PRELUDE

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN

“The Lamb”
[}

LSB #547 (v. 1-4)
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Fa - ther, where’s the
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2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One per - fect fi - nal

3 The Lamb, the Lamb, As way - ward sheep their shep-herd kill
1 )

sac - 11 - fice?
of - fer - ing.

He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin  and wretch-ed - ness.
o)
/- e S R I S IR
N e pul - ¢
3 ~ ~—
Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro - vide the Lamb of price!

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’'n His praise to  sing.
So  still, His will On our be - half the Law to fill.

He lives, for - gives, He gives me His own righ-teous - ness.
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own! The  Lamb is reign-ing on  His throne!



INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of *}+ the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

“Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.”
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.



PSALMODY ~Psalm 25:1-6
In you, Lord my God,
| put my trust.

| trust in you;
do not let me be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

No one who hopes in you
will ever be put to shame,

but shame will come on those
who are treacherous without cause.

Show me your ways, Lord,
teach me your paths.

Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.

Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love,
for they are from of old.

In you, Lord my God,
| put my trust.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LSB #702 (v. 1)
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol-1ly Thine!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord, God of Abraham, give us such strong faith in Your providence that
we will not shrink from any sacrifice You ask of us, but rejoice to offer our
lives to Him who gave His life for us, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 22:1-19
(Abraham Is Tested by God to Offer up His Only Son Isaac as a Sacrifice)

'After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
"Here am |.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which | shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac.
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of
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which God had told him. “On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw
the place from afar. °Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; | and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.”
®And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son.
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them
together. “And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here
am |, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

SWhen they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the
altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. °Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
knife to slaughter his son. "'But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “"Here am |." ?He said, “Do not lay
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now | know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” *And Abraham
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caughtin a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt offering instead of his son. ¥So Abraham called the name of that place,
“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall
be provided.”

1>And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven '®and
said, "By myself | have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and
have not withheld your son, your only son, "I will surely bless you, and | will
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, '®and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.” °So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and
went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE READING Hebrews 11:8-13, 17-19

(When Tested, Abraham Trusted God to Bring Isaac Back from the Dead)

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. °By
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. "By
faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had promised. *Therefore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

3These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth.

7By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, '®of whom it was
said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” ®He considered that God
was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he
did receive him back.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE
“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”
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1 I am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
2 1 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet 1  bow,
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Trust - ing Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
HOLY GOSPEL John 8:56-59

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(By Faith Abraham Could See God's Plan of Salvation Being fulfilled in the Future)

*6Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was
glad.” °’So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you
seen Abraham?” >8Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham
was, | am.” >9So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and

went out of the temple.

This is the Gospel of the

Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *- everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Lamb of God” LSB #550
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fraud, And sac - r1 - ficed the Lamb of God.
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O washme in His pre-cious blood, My Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.
SERMON “Take Your Pick: Sense, Nonsense, or God-sense”

Hebrews 11:17-19
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer




OFFERING

VOLUNTARY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart” LSB #708
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1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; 1 pray Thee, ne’er from
2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich boun-ty gave My bod - y, soul, and
3 Lord, let at last Thine an - gels come, To A -br’ham’s bos - om
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me de - part, With ten - der mer -cy cheer me. Earth
all I have In this poor life of la - bor. Lord,
bear me home, That I may die un - fear - ing; And
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lav - ish grace And help and serve my neigh - bor. Let no false
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heart for  sor-row break, My trust in Thee can noth -ing shake.
doc - trine  me Dbe- guile; Let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
death a - wak-en me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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Thou  art the por - tion I have sought; Thy pre- cious
Give strength and pa - tience un - to me To bear my
0] Son of God, Thy glo - rious face, My Sav - ior
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low Thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at -
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Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“I Leave All Things to God's Direction” LSB #719
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11 leave all things to God’s di - rec-tion; He loves me
2 God knows what must be done to  save me; His love for
3 My God de - sires the soul’s sal - va-tion; My soul He,
4 My God has all  things in His keep-ing; He is the
fH | .
o D I I | I I | [ I |
e . . . t T ) e e S e
U [«4 T 'I |
both in joy and woe. His will is good, sure His af -
me will nev - er cease. Up - on His hands He did en -
too, de-sires to save. There-fore with Chris - tian res - ig -
ev - er faith - ful friend. He gives me laugh - ter af - ter
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fec - tion; His ten-der love i1s true, I know. My for-tress
grave me  With pur-est gold of lov - ing grace. His will su -
na - tion All earth-ly trou-bles I  will brave. His will be
weep-ing, And all His ways in bless-ings end. His love en -
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and my rock is He: What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
preme must ev - er be:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
done e - ter - nal - ly:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
dures e - ter - nal - ly:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
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“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

LSB #707
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A  strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’Tis a de-light- ful road—
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.

And should T e’er

Nor

let my head

or

for - get Thy way,
heart or hands

Of - fend

Re -store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
a-gainst my

God.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Heavenly Father, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day.
Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings

may be pleasing in Your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me" LSB #722
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1 Lord, take my hand and  lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem -pest ra - ges, I need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro -tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near.
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor |1 2o a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can 1im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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