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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  

VICAR:  Matthew Vatthauer – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

First Sunday of Lent 

February 18, 2024 

 
PRELUDE                              

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN        

“The Lamb”                                                                                     LSB #547 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION  
 

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

“Abraham believed  God and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 

 Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY           ~Psalm 25:1-6 

In you, Lord my God, 

I put my trust. 

 

I trust in you; 

do not let me be put to shame, 

   nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 

No one who hopes in you 

will ever be put to shame, 

 

but shame will come on those 

who are treacherous without cause. 

 

Show me your ways, Lord, 

teach me your paths. 

 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, 

for you are God my Savior, 

and my hope is in you all day long. 

 

Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 

for they are from of old. 

 

In you, Lord my God, 

I put my trust. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”              LSB #702 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord, God of Abraham, give us such strong faith in Your providence that 

we will not shrink from any sacrifice You ask of us, but rejoice to offer our 

lives to Him who gave His life for us, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Genesis 22:1-19 
 

(Abraham Is Tested by God to Offer up His Only Son Isaac as a Sacrifice) 
 

1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 

And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 
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which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 

the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 

And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 

together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here 

am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for 

a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 

burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the 

altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 

the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 

knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 

and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 

seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 

thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 

burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, 

“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall 

be provided.” 
15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and 

said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will 

surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 

the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in 

your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 

obeyed my voice.” 19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and 

went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                                                                   Hebrews 11:8-13, 17-19 

 

(When Tested, Abraham Trusted God to Bring Isaac Back from the Dead) 
 

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By 

faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 

with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By 

faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 

since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, 

and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven 

and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 
13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 

them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 

strangers and exiles on the earth.  
17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 

received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was 

said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19He considered that God 

was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he 

did receive him back.  

 

            This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE   

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”                                                    LSB #729 (v. 1-2)  

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                             John 8:56-59 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eighth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
(By Faith Abraham Could See God’s Plan of Salvation Being fulfilled in the Future) 

 

56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was 

glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you 

seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and 

went out of the temple. 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                          

“Lamb of God”                                                                                           LSB #550 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON          “Take Your Pick:  Sense, Nonsense, or God-sense” 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
 



10 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”                                        LSB #708 
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~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”                                        LSB #719 
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“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways                                        LSB #707 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. 

Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we 

fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings 

may be pleasing in Your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        

 “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”                                                          LSB #722 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

    


