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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
  

January 14, 2024 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN         

 “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”                                  LSB # 596 (v. 1,3-4) 
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+  HOLY BAPTISM  +  

(10:30 a.m.) 

Julia Banks 
 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, 

to work with us in His Kingdom. 

 

~the 10:30 a.m. service continues on page 4 with the Response~ 

 
INVOCATION  (8:00 a.m.) 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (8:00 a.m.)                  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 

 the God of glory thunders, 

 the Lord, over many waters. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 

 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; 

 worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 

 

The voice of the Lord is powerful; 

 the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  
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May the Lord give strength to His people! 

 May the Lord bless His people with peace! 

 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 

 the God of glory thunders, 

 the Lord, over many waters. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (8:00 a.m.) 

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

Amen. 
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RESPONSE 

“All Who Believe and Are Baptized”            LSB #601 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, at the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  

Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 

children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                   Genesis 1:1-5 
 

(Spirit Hovering Over the Waters) 
 

 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the 

light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

 
 

 
SECOND READING                   Romans 6:1-11 
 

(United with Christ in Baptism) 
 

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By 

no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of 

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. 
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5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 

with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 

would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free 

from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 

all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves 

dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE           LSB #405 (v. 1,5) 

 

 

 

 
5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                     Mark 1:4-11 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

(The Baptism of Jesus by John) 
 

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all 

Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a 

leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, 

saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 

heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
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CATECHISM      

“Sacrament of Holy Baptism:  Third Part” 

 

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the 

water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this 

word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is 

plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a 

Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a 

washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in 

Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on 

us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the 

hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.”        ~Titus 3:5-8 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”                                               LSB #594 (v. 1-2,4) 
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SERMON       “Jesus Stands Shoulder to Shoulder with Sinners” 

Mark 1:9 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow”           LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING                              ~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”                                         LSB #590 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  (continued)  

 

 

“O Blessed Spring”                                                      LSB #595  

 

 

 
 

 

 
~Distribution Hymns Continue on the Following Page~ 
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“See This Wonder in the Making”     LSB #593 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we 

may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy your divine grace, the forgiveness 

of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                  

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                           LSB #922 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 
 

 


