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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if
you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills

PRELUDE

OPENING HYMN
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

NEW YEAR'S EVE
December 31, 2023

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LSB #733
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



INTROIT ~Psalm 31:14 & Psalm 90
From everlasting to everlasting You are God.
My times are in Your hands.

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Teach us to number our days.

For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past.
My times are in Your hands.

Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love.
Teach us to number our days.

So that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
My times are in Your hands.

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us.
Teach us to number our days.
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God of ending and beginnings, we commit to Your grace and
forgiveness the year now completed and commend to Your kindness and
love the year now beginning. Throughout the coming weeks and months
make the presence of Your Holy Spirit known in our lives, drawing us ever
closer to Jesus, our Lord, and our Redeemer, in whose wondrous name we
make all our beginnings.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 40:28-31

(While Mankind Grows Weary, God Never Grows Weary)

28Have you not known? Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth.

He does not faint or grow weary;

his understanding is unsearchable.

>He gives power to the faint,

and to him who has no might he increases strength.
3%Even youths shall faint and be weary,

and young men shall fall exhausted;

31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;

they shall run and not be weary;

they shall walk and not faint.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 8:28-39
(God Uses All Things to Conform Us to Christ)

28 We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose.

29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
39And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
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31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? 3*Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us. **Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? 3®As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3'No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
38For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, *°nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE

i | i 4 i B | ! i
y I L
Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ida. Alle-1Iu - ia.



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:29-31

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(God Is Sovereign Over All Things in the Future)

29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. 3°But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 3'Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life "I« everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Abide with Me” LSB #878 (v. 1-2,4,6)
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Help of the  help-less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun-shine, O a - bide with me.
O Thou who chang - est not, a - bide with me.
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Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

SERMON

“My Times Are in Your Hands”

Psalm 31:14
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
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OFFERING

~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering

VOLUNTARY
OFFERTORY
O | J | |
o D | | ] | | ] |
o b—F—F——— e e = e i
Dj < | = T
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
f | . . |
oo 2o _ta —# »
] | I y 2
\;)v | oo 1® i i e ) 7 r
new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
O | | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
a4 D | | | | | | | |
[ | ] | | ] l I | % %
y ‘ A S A
way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir -it
O b J i |
(o> b— = — — ! o — —— —
A T e e e |
from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
9 b . I ! — PR .
r\’}g Pb & iﬁ r o o o —r& d| d%
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS

\ | \
1 I I I
6* b FQ .P ] o P &) I ] " 27
(@] ] = (@) I I ] (@)
—— et ——=o

[

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - lyLord God of Sab - a-oth;
f) J |
P’ A | ] ] I ] = |
re—e e o o P i o
d I | I |

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
o) | |
o | | | | { 7
B>* f o€ efe f | I 7 2 FF°
Y| | | \ | ' \ \ — \

ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
—4 —= —
bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.

AN}V
o ] -
Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

7]
]
|
|

.

1770

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
11



THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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~Please be seated for the Distribution~
DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

~in this Christmas Season~

“What Child Is This” LSB #370
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On  Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings  her Iul - la - by;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ 1s born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~
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“Once in Royal David's City” LSB #376
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1 Once in  roy - al Da - vid’s cit -y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who 18
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
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sta - ble, And His «c¢ra - dle was a stall; With  the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
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was  that moth - er mild, Je - sus Christ her Ilit - tle child.
poor and mean and low -ly Lived on earth our Sav -ior ho - ly.
feels for all our sad-ness, And He shares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren on To  the place where He is gone.
5 Not in that poor, lowly stable

With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,

Set at God's right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!
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“Away in a Manger” LSB #365
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1 A-way in a man - ger, noO crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev -er and Ilove me, 1 pray.
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The stars in  the  bright sky looked down where He lay,
| love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the  sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren 1in Thy ten - der care,
h p— 1 I ——"_ 1
i ' | { — % . 1 i
%Wjﬁ'—ﬁ—f-I | : ' e —— .} . -
The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra - dle till  morn - ing 1s nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me" LSB #722
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem -pest ra - ges, I need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro -tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor 1 L8] a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, 1 fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Regular Worship Schedule Resumes on January 7t

8:00 a.m.
Early Worship Service

915 am.
Children, Youth, & Adult
Sunday School & Bible Classes

10:30 a.m.
Late Worship Service

Com=e9
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