LET US ALL

(/ge thankful

unto him, and
bless his name.
For the Lord is
good.

—Psalm 100:4-5
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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if
you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills

SERVICE OF PRAYER, PRAISE, AND THANKS
November 19, 2023

PRELUDE
WELCOME

OPENING HYMN

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” LSB #892 (v. 1,3-4)
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; Raise the song of har- vest home.
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His har- vest home,
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick -ly come To Thy fi- nal har-vest home;
o} . \ . ‘
o | | N I A | I L |
e e e — —,,—
o) I I e ————
All be safe -ly gath-ered in Ere the win-ter storms be - gin;
From His field shall in that day All of-fens-es purge a - way,
Gath - er Thou Thy peo - ple in, Free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak-er, doth pro-vide For our wants to be sup-plied.
Give His an-gels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
There, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, In Thy gar-ner to a - bide:
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Come to God’s own tem -ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
But  the fruit - ful ears to store In His gar- ner ev - er - more.
Come with all Thine an-gels, come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.



CALL TO WORSHIP ~Psalm 95:1-2

In the name of God the Father who created us.
O give thanks unto the Lord.

In the name of God the Son who redeems us.
O give thanks unto the Lord.

In the name of God the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us.
O give thanks unto the Lord.

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, whose mercies are new every morning and whose
goodness, though undeserved, still abundantly provides for all our wants
of body and soul, grant us, we humbly pray, Your Holy Spirit that we may
heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness towards us, give thanks for
all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Praise and Thanksgiving” LSB #789
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, Fa - ther, we of - fer For all things
2 Bless, Lord, the la - bor We bring to serve You That with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing Food for Your chil - dren, By Your wise
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liv - ing, Cre - at-ed good: Har - vest of sown fields, Fruits of the
neigh-bor We may be fed. Sow-ing or till - ing, We would work
guid - ing Teach us to share One with an-oth - er, So that, re-
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or - chard, Hay from the mown fields, Blos-som and wood.
with  You, Har - vest-ing, mill - ing For dai - ly bread.
joic - ing With us, all oth - ers May know Your care.



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 65:9-13
(The Simple Works of God Are Great, but Only in the Eyes of the Upright)

%You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;

the river of God is full of water;
you provide their grain,

for so you have prepared it.

1% ou water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,

softening it with showers,

and blessing its growth.

"You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.

12The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,

3the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.) K. Getty/S. Townend

“My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness”

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who bore my pain;
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again;
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness and clothed me with His light,
And wrote His law of righteousness with pow'r upon my heart.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who walks beside;
Who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fear to fly;
Whose ev'ry promise is enough for ev'ry step | take,
Sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who reigns above;
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose ev'ry thought is love;
For ev'ry day | have on earth is given by the King.

So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow Him.

So I will give my life, my all to love and follow Him.

EPISTLE LESSON 1 Timothy 2:1-4

(Prayers of Thanksgiving Are of Primary Importance in Christian Worship)

'First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, *for kings and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This
is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, “who desires all people
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN

“We Praise You, O God” LSB #785 (v. 1)
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1 We praise You, O God, our Re - deem - er, Cre - a - tor;
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In grate - ful de - vo - tion our trib - ute we bring.
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We lay it be - fore You, we kneel and a - dore You;
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We bless Your ho - ly name, glad prais - es we  sing.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus Commends the Faith of the Leper Who Alone Gives Thanks for His Healing)

""On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and
Galilee. ">And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a
distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”
“When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”
And as they went they were cleansed. >Then one of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; '®and he fell on his face
at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. ""Then Jesus answered,
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? ®Was no one found to return and
6



give praise to God except this foreigner?” ?And he said to him, “Rise and go your
way; your faith has made you well.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CATECHISM The First Article: Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?
| believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me
my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my
senses, and still takes care of them.

Pray, praise, and give thanks.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home,
wife and children, land, animals, and all | have.
Pray, praise, and give thanks.

He richly and daily provides me with all that | need to support this body
and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me
from all evil.

Pray, praise, and give thanks.

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without
any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise,
serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.
7



CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Now Thank We All Our God" LSB #895
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1 Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God Through all our Ilife be near us,
3 All praise and thanks to God The Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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Who won-drous things has done, In  whom His world re - joic - es;
With ev - er joy - ful hearts And bless-ed peace to cheer us
The Son, and Him who reigns With them in high-est heav-en,
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Who from our moth-ers” arms Has  blest us on our way
And keep us in His grace And guide us when per-plexed
The one e - ter - nal God, Whom earth and heav’'n a - dore;
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With count-less gifts of love And still is ours to - day.
And free wus from all ills In this world and the next!
For thus it was, 1s now, And shall be ev - er - more.
SERMON

Luther on Thanksgiving: “Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks”
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
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DOXOLOGY

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow" LSB #805
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings  flow; Praise Him, all
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crea-tures here be - low; Praise Him a-bove, ye heav’n - ly
9 ﬁ | ~ | | | T | T
f~— = = = P i— 7 = = _]
:)V el I I = ] I = & &
host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A - men.
OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
~Please be seated for the Distribution~
DISTRIBUTION



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LSB #790
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might -y, the King of cre -
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won - drous - ly
3 Praise to the Lord, who has fear - ful - ly, won-drous -ly,
4 Praise to the Lord, who will pros - per your work and de -
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a - tion! O my soul, praise Him, for He is your
reign - ing And, as on wings of an ea - gle, up-
made you, Health has be - stowed and, when heed - less - ly
fend you; Sure - ly His good - ness and mer - cy shall
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health and sal - va - tion! Let all who hear Now to His
lift - ing, sus - tain -  ing. Have you not seen All  that is
fall - ing, has stayed you.  What need or grief Ev - er has
dai - ly at - tend you. Pon - der a - new What the Al -
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tem - ple draw near, Join - ing in glad ad - o - ra -  tion!
need - ful has been Sent by His gra-cious or - dain -  ing?
failed of re - lief? Wings of His mer - cy did shade you.
might-y can do As with His love He be - friends you.

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen

Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
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“Let Every Thankful Heart” (10:30 a.m.)

LCVH Adult Choir

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” LSB #793
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1 Praise, my soul, the King of heav - en; To  His feet your
2 Praise Him for His grace and fa - vor To His peo - ple
3 Fa - ther-like He tends and spares us; Well our fee - ble
4 An - gels, help us to a - dore Him; You be-hold Him
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trib - ute bring; Ran - somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en,
in dis - tress; Praise Him still the same as ev - er,
frame He knows; In His hand He gent - ly bears us,
face to face; Sun and moon, bow down be - fore Him,
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Ev - er - more His prais - es  sing: Al - le - lu - ia,
Slow to chide and swift to bless: Al - le - lu - 1ia,
Res-cues us from all our foes. Al - le - lu - 1ia,
All who dwell in time and space. Al - le - lu - ia,
At | ——
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al - le - lu-ia! Praise the ev - er last - ing King
al - le - lu - ia! Glo - rious in  His faith - ful - ness.
al - le - lu-ial Wide - ly yet His mer - cy flows
al - le - lu - ia! Praise with us  the God of grace

~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“Oh, That | Had a Thousand Voices” LSB #811
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1 Oh, that 1 had a thou -sand voic - es To praise my
2 0 al you pow’rs that He im - plant - ed, A - rise, keep
3 You for - est leaves so green and ten - der That dance for
4 All crea-tures that have breath and mo - tion, That throng the
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God with thou-sand tongues! My  heart, which in the Lord re -
si - lence now no more; Put forth the strength that God has
joy in  sum-mer  air, You mead-ow grass - es, bright and
earth, the sea, the sky, Come, share with me my heart’s de -
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joic - es, Would then pro-claim in grate- ful songs To all, wher-
grant - ed! Your no - blest work is to a-dore. O soul and
slen - der, You flow’rs so fra - grant and so fair, You live to
vo - tion, Help me to sing God’s prais - es high. My ut-most
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ev - er I might be, What great things God has done for me.
bod - y, join to raise With heart - felt joy our Mak-er’s praise.
show God’s praise a - lone. Join me to make His glo-ry  known.
pow’rs can nev-er quite De - clare the won-ders of His might.

5 Creator, humbly | implore You

To listen to my earthly song
Until that day when | adore You,
Together with the angel throng
And learn with choirs of heav'n to sing
Eternal anthems to my King.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and Everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the
life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your
Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we
may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness
of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

The blessings of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you this day and forever.
Amen.

~the service concludes on the following page~
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CLOSING HYMN

“Sent Forth by God's Blessing” LSB #643
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1 Sent forth by God’s  bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The peo - ple of God from His dwell -ing take leave.
The tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face.
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The Sup - per is end - ed. O now be ex - tend-ed
Our faith ev - er shar - ing, In love ev - er car - ing,
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The fruits of this ser - vice in all  who be - lieve.
Em - brac - ing  His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach-ing,
With  Your feast You feed wus, With Your light now lead us;
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Shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
U - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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His grace did in - vite us, His love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and  thanks - giv - ing
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To work for God’s  king - dom and an - swer His call.
Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear
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