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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 
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The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 

SERVICE OF PRAYER, PRAISE, AND THANKS 
November 19, 2023 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME  

 

OPENING HYMN               

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                                             LSB #892 (v. 1,3-4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP            ~Psalm 95:1-2 
 

In the name of God the Father who created us. 

O give thanks unto the Lord.  
 

In the name of God the Son who redeems us. 

O give thanks unto the Lord.   
 

In the name of God the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us. 

O give thanks unto the Lord. 
 

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
 

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

   Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, whose mercies are new every morning and whose 

goodness, though undeserved, still abundantly provides for all our wants 

of body and soul, grant us, we humbly pray, Your Holy Spirit that we may 

heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness towards us, give thanks for 

all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord.    

Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   

“Praise and Thanksgiving”                       LSB #789 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                      Psalm 65:9-13 

 

(The Simple Works of God Are Great, but Only in the Eyes of the Upright) 

 

9You visit the earth and water it; 

you greatly enrich it; 

the river of God is full of water; 

you provide their grain, 

for so you have prepared it. 

10You water its furrows abundantly, 

settling its ridges, 

softening it with showers, 

and blessing its growth. 

11You crown the year with your bounty; 

your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 

12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

the hills gird themselves with joy, 

13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

they shout and sing together for joy. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM  (10:30 a.m.)                 K. Getty/S. Townend 
 

“My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness” 
 

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who bore my pain; 

Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again; 

Who crushed my curse of sinfulness and clothed me with His light, 

And wrote His law of righteousness with pow’r upon my heart. 

 

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who walks beside; 

Who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fear to fly; 

Whose ev’ry promise is enough for ev’ry step I take, 

Sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace. 

 

My heart is filled with thankfulness to Him who reigns above; 

Whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose ev’ry thought is love; 

For ev’ry day I have on earth is given by the King. 

So I will give my life, my all, to love and follow Him. 

So I will give my life, my all to love and follow Him. 

 
EPISTLE LESSON                                                                             1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

(Prayers of Thanksgiving Are of Primary Importance in Christian Worship) 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 

that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This 

is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people 

to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN 

“We Praise You, O God”               LSB #785 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                    Luke 17:11-19 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the seventeenth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(Jesus Commends the Faith of the Leper Who Alone Gives Thanks for His Healing) 
 

11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 

Galilee.  12And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 

distance 13and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
14When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 

And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he 

was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face 

at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, 

“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return and 
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give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your 

way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CATECHISM                  The First Article:  Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

What does this mean? 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my 

senses, and still takes care of them.  

Pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 

wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.  

Pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body 

and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 

from all evil.  

Pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, 

serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   

“Now Thank We All Our God”                                                      LSB #895 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                            

Luther on Thanksgiving:  “Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks” 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING                       ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 
 

~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”             LSB #790 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
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“Let Every Thankful Heart”  (10:30 a.m.)                      LCVH Adult Choir 

   

 

 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”            LSB #793 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  (continued) 
 

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”            LSB #811 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Creator, humbly I implore You 

    To listen to my earthly song 

Until that day when I adore You, 

    Together with the angel throng 

And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing 

Eternal anthems to my King. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and Everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouth received the holy Sacrament, we 

may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness 

of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION  

The blessings of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 be with you this day and forever. 

Amen. 

 
~the service concludes on the following page~ 
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                                          LSB #643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


