
 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 15, 2023



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Matthew Vatthauer – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 15, 2023 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION             

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                                                     LSB #803 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
 

The LORD has made known His salvation; 

He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness  

to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 
 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
 

Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

the world and those who dwell in it! 
 

Let the rivers clap their hands; 

let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, 

for He comes to judge the earth. 

 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

and the peoples with equity. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Heavenly Father, You graciously give us a deeper satisfaction than the 

fleeting feelings and passing events of this world. Help us to confess that 

this is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  Amen.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

“In Thee Is Gladness”                                           LSB #818 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                             Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

(Rejoice in His Salvation) 
 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)           J. Althouse 
 

“In Jesus’ Name We Pray” 
 

To You, O Lord, our thanks we give. You died for us, that we may live. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, O Lord, in Jesus name we pray. 

You are the rock, our life and light, our strength by day, our trust by night.  

In Jesus’ name we pray, O Lord, in Jesus’ name we pray. 

And help us, O Lord, that we may see Your light and Your love that sets us free.  

Lord, make us loving, make us whole. Be with us always in our soul. 

O Lord, we ask that we may find Your loving grace in heart and mind. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, O Lord, in Jesus’ name we pray. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.  
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EPISTLE READING                        Philippians 4:4-13 
 

(Rejoice in the Lord Always) 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What 

you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 
10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern 

for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not 

that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am 

to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In 

any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens 

me. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN 

“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”                                              LSB #556 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                    John 15:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.  

Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

(Christian Joy Is Found in Abiding in Christ) 

 
1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  
2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean 

because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 

me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 

prove to be my disciples. 9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 

in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I 

have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED         ~inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
SERMON HYMN                           

“Joy to the World”                                                                                       LSB #387 
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SERMON                                          “Joyfusion” 

Philippians 4:4-13 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 

OFFERTORY         ~for Stewardship Month in October 

 

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”                              LSB #781 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 Lord in your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                         ~inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

  Amen.  
 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

“What Is This Bread”                                            LSB #629 
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“With the Body That Was Broken”  (10:30 a.m.)       LCVH Adult Choir 

 
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                                LSB #641 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Just as I Am, without One Plea”                       LSB #570 

 

 

 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
 

 The LORD bless You and keep you;  

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

 The LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
~the service continues on the following page with the Recessional Hymn~ 
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SENDING HYMN        

 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                              LSB #922 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 


