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WORKERS IN"THE'VINEYARD

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 24, 2023




p , Church office: 205-823-1883  PreSchool/MDO: 205-791-5200 -'I,I_
Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org ==
‘ WORSHIP: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:15 a.m.
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer — pastor@vestavialutheran.org text: 205-201-8866

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers — vestluth@juno.com 205-422-4951

VICAR: Matthew Vatthauer — vicar@vestavialutheran.org

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson — ruthinbham@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER'S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler — bheisler@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Leigh Walter — lwalter@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org

BOOK KEEPER: Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com
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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes will resume in the Fall.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 24, 2023

OPENING HYMN
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”

LSB #791 (v. 1,3-5)
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1 Al peo - ple that on earth do  dwell, Sing to the
30 en - ter then His  gates with praise; Ap - proach with
4 For why? The Lord our God s good: His mer - cy
5 To Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, The God whom
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Lord with cheer - ful voice. Him  serve with mirth, His
joy His courts un - to. Praise, laud, and bless His
is for - ev - er sure.  His truth  at all  times
heav’n and  earth a - dore, From us and from the
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praise forth - tell; Come ye be - fore Him and re - joice.
name al - ways, For it is seem - ly so to do.
firm - ly stood And shall from age to age en - dure.
an - gel host Be  praise and glo-ry ev - er - more.




+HOLY BAPTISM +
(10:30 a.m.)
Abigail Faye Owens
Daughter of Kelly & Matt Owens
We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow
member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father,
to work with us in His Kingdom.

~the 10:30 service continues on page 4 with the Psalmody~

CALL TO WORSHIP (8:00 a.m.)
In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

“The Lord will rise up to be gracious to you.
The Lord will rise up to show mercy to you.” ~Isaiah 30:18

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (8:00 a.m.)
O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

PSALMODY ~ select verses from Psalm 57, 86, & 100

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

| will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;
I will sing praises to you among the nations.

For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let your glory be over all the earth!

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.



GLORIA PATRI
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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we glorify Thee, we give thanksto Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
0 .
p” A | I
(> 1o P e —— ol
\\Q_)\} T T 7 0 T T
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
o) | | L
p” Al | I | I | | |
{en>—=— — ———— o4
\Q‘J)/ Yol o 1 KX g o © | i O
on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
0
P Al | I
V 4% ‘l; | |
o o o2 =
Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
o) | | .
s — —— 1 !
) —o — — o P o)
[y | hd
art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.




SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Lord God, You call us to work in Your vineyard. Supply us with diligence
for tasks in Your kingdom, always rejoicing with those to whom Your Spirit
has come; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6-9

(The Lord’s Ways of Mercy Are Higher than Our Ways)

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found,;

call upon him while he is near;

"let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.) D. Strasser/R.E. Schram
“Step by Step”

O God, You are my God, and | will ever praise You.
O God, You are my God, and | will ever praise You.

I will seek You in the morning, and | will learn to walk in Your ways,
And step by step You'll lead me, and | will follow You all of my days.
Lead me, Lord, lead me in Your righteousness;

Make Your way plain before my face.

Lead me, Lord, lead me in Your righteousness;

Make Your way plain, and step by step You'll lead me,

And | will follow You all of my days.

I will seek You in the morning, and | will learn to walk in Your ways,
And step by step You'll lead me, and | will follow You all of my days.
Lead me, Lord, and step by step You'll lead me, and | will follow You all of my days.

EPISTLE Romans 11:33-36
(Reflecting on the Unsearchable Mercy of God Moves Paul to Praise)

330h, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

34"For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?”

35"0r who has given a gift to him

that he might be repaid?”

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory
forever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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Al-le -lu - 1ia. Alle-lu - ia. Aldle-1lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

(Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard)

"“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third
hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them he said, 'You
go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give you.’ °So they went.
Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. °And
about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?' "They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.’ He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too.' 8And when evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay
them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ ’And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. "°Now when
those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them
also received a denarius. "'And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the
house, ?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 1*But
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he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree
with me for a denarius? “Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to
this last worker as | give to you. ">’Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ '®So the last will be first,
and the first last.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

APOSTLES' CREED (8:00 a.m.)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life "I« everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” LSB #819 (v. 1-3)
H . .
'\sz‘ = = '}—‘57{—4—'—,1/} | S = |

1 Sing praise to God, the high - est good, The au-thor of cre -
2 What God’s al - might-y pow’r has made, In mer-cy He is
3 We soughtthe Lord in our dis-tress; O God, in mer - cy
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a - tion, The God of love who un - der - stood
keep - ing. By momn-ing glow or eve - ning shade
hear us. Our Sav - ior saw our help - less - ness
q;;ph . — | ]
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Our need for His sal - va - tion. With heal-ing balm our
His eye is mnev - er sleep - ing. With-in the king-dom
And came with peace to  cheer us. For this we thank and
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souls He fills And ev - 'ry faith - less mur - mur stills:
of His might All things are just and good and right:
praise the Lord, Who is by one and all a - dored:
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To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
To God all praise and glo - ry!
SERMON

“Sweet Grace Not Sour Grapes”
Matthew 20:1-16
Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer

11



OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering

VOLUNTARY
OFFERTORY
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PEACE OF THE LORD
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A -

~Please be seated for the Distribution~
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“lI Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB #618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy  heart is filled with fer-vent yearn - ing That sin - ners
3 Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is  faith’s
9 : | I I I f
GETESS= = == ==~
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wea - 1y 1S my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal - va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb  wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious -
bond and sol - id base; It is the  strength of
l‘? f - — 3 I . { i ) > | %
Ess.s—————=
lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou wmy faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad - den My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
p  Refrain ‘ ‘
b 4 I I [ P P )
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Lord,may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for mysoul the high-est good!
“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (10:30 a.m.) Adult Choir
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“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

LSB #680
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1 Thine the a - men  Thine the praise Al - le -
2 Thine the life e - ter - mnal - ly Thine the
3 Thine the tru - ly Thine the yes Thine the
4 Thine the king - dom  Thine the prize Thine the
5 Thine the glo - ry in the night No more
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lu - ias an - gels raise Thine the ev - er - last - ing head
prom-ise let there be Thine the vi - sion Thine the tree
ta - ble we the guest Thine the mer - cy all  from  Thee
won - der full sur- prise Thine the ban - quet then  the praise
dy - ing on - ly light Thine the riv - er  Thine the tree
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Thine the break-ing of the bread Thine the glo - ry Thine the
All  the earth on bend-ed knee Gone the nail -ing gone the
Thine the glo -ry yet to be Then the ring-ing and the
Then the jus-tice of Thy ways Thine the glo - ry Thine the
Then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly Then the ho -1y ho - ly
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sto - ry Thine the har - vest then the cup Thine the
rail - ing Gone the  plead -ing gone the cry Gone the
sing - ing Then  the end of all the war Thine the
sto - ry Then  the wel-come to the least Then the
ho - Iy Cel - e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee Thine the
0 — T ]
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vine-yard then the «cup is lift - ed up lift-ed  up.
sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was  loss lift-ed high.
liv - ing Thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
won-der  all in - creas - ing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
splen-dor Thine the bright-ness on - ly Thee on-ly Thee.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”

LSB #620 (v. 1-4)
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1 Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, 1 re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him -self to
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door, ap - peal -ing, Of - f'ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - v, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra-tion, And 1 hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav - en, Who to  bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv-ing, 1 ac - cept His
0 .
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in - vi - ta - tion: “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken of His  sa - cred cov - e - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung up - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I  taste His love di - vine.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The LORD bless you and keep you;

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

~the Service concludes on the following page with the Closing Hymn~
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CLOSING HYMN

“Sent Forth by God's Blessing” LSB #643
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1 Sent forth by God’s  bless-ing, Our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks - giv-ing To God ev - er - liv-ing,
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The peo - ple of God from His dwell -ing take leave.
The tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face.
9 ﬂ I I T ! — ;
G e e
.J [ J | [S— | ) [ 4
The Sup - per is end - ed. O now be ex - tend-ed
Our faith ev - er shar - ing, In love ev - er car - ing,
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The fruits of this ser - vice in all  who be - lieve.
Em - brac - ing  His chil - dren of each tribe and race.
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The seed of His teach-ing, Re - cep-tive souls reach-ing,
With  Your feast You feed wus, With Your light now lead us;
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Shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
U - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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His grace did in - vite us, His love shall u - nite us
Then may all the liv - ing  With praise and  thanks - giv - ing
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To work for God’s  king - dom and an - swer His call.
Give hon - or to Christ and His name that we  bear
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