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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. Please notify an usher if 

you need a communion assistant to bring the Lord’s Supper to you in the pew. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
September 3, 2023 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION             

“With the Lord Begin Your Task”                                   LSB #869 (v. 1-2,4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task 

    Be to You commended; 

May Your will be done, I ask, 

    Until life is ended. 

Jesus, in Your name begun 

    Be the day’s endeavor; 

Grant that it may well be done 

    To Your praise forever. 

 
INVOCATION  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION  
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
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 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Heavenly Father, grant Your mercy and grace to Your people in their many 

and various callings. Give them patience, and strengthen them in their 

Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to their neighbor 

in Christ’s name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Amen.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

“Take My Life and Let It Be”                    LSB #783 (v. 1-2) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING               Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15 

 

(Man Works as God’s Caretaker of Creation) 
 

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.” 
27So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 

keep it.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE READING                      Colossians 3:17-24 

 

(Do Everything in the Name of Jesus) 

 
17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your 

wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20Children, obey your parents in 

everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest 
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they become discouraged. 22Slaves, obey in everything those who are your 

earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity 

of heart, fearing the Lord. 23Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 

not for men, 24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 

reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.  
 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA VERSE 

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”                                               LSB #816 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 25:14-30 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.  

Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

(Parable of the Talents) 
 

14“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had 

received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five 

talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But 

he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and 

settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five 

talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents 

came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made 

two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. 

You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 

your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 

‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered 

him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 

sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested 

my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was 

my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has 

the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
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30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED    

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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SERMON HYMN                           

“Voices Raised to You We Offer”                                              LSB #795 (v. 1-2,4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 How can any praise we offer 

    Measure all the thanks we owe? 

Take our hearts and hands and voices— 

    Gifts of love we can bestow. 

        Alleluia! Alleluia! 

    Triune God, to You we sing! 
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SERMON                                      “Faith at Work” 

Genesis 2:15 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERTORY 

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”                              LSB #781 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 Lord in your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                         ~inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

  Amen.  
 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                       LSB #790 
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5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 

 
“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”         LSB #811 (v. 1-4) 
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“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”            LSB #851 
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LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
 

 The LORD bless You and keep you;  

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

 The LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
~the service continues on the following page with the Recessional Hymn~ 
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SENDING HYMN        

 “Lord of All Hopefulness”                                                               LSB #738 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 

 


