
 

  

 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 13, 2023 



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Matthew Vatthauer – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes will resume this Fall in the classrooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 13, 2023 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN         

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”                                                              LSB #729 

 

 

 
5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

    Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

    Must prevail. 

 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

    And for all. 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 

  And lean not on your own understanding.      ~Proverbs 3:5 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty and ever-living God, in Your Son You have given great and 

precious promises to all who believe. Grant us faith that overcomes all 

doubts, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                    Job 38:4-18 
 

(The Creator Has Creation under His Control) 

 

4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 

or who laid its cornerstone, 
7when the morning stars sang together 

and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

when it burst out from the womb, 
9when I made clouds its garment 

and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10and prescribed limits for it 

and set bars and doors, 
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 

and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14It is changed like clay under the seal, 

and its features stand out like a garment. 
15From the wicked their light is withheld, 

and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 

or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
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18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

Declare, if you know all this. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                                   Romans 10:5-17 
 

(Everyone Who Calls on the Name of the Lord Will Be Saved) 
 

9Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart 

one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 

believed what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 

through the word of Christ. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 



6 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                     Matthew 14:22-33 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(Jesus Walks on Water) 
 

22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  
23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself 

to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was 

a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 
25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But 

when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is 

a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 

saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 

and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 

sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 

took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And 

when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

APOSTLES CREED          ~see inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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HYMN OF THE DAY       

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                                                   LSB #717 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                           “Trusting the Timing of God” 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Vicar Matthew Vatthauer 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH              

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for 

all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 

strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this 

and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 

present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to 

the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER       ~see inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”                   LSB #750 (v. 1-4)  
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“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                                LSB #733 

 

 

 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 

 
~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”             LSB #702 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake, You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve you; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN   

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”                                                           LSB #722 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 


