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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes will resume this Fall in the classrooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB #729
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1 1 am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet 1  bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim -son flood;
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
Trust - ing Thee to make me ho - ly By Thy blood.
Ev - 'ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.
5 | am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.
6 | am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;

Never let me fall.
| am trusting Thee forever
And for all.



INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.
And lean not on your own understanding. ~Proverbs 3:5

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and

lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ Dbirth!
8] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, in Your Son You have given great and
precious promises to all who believe. Grant us faith that overcomes all
doubts, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING

(The Creator Has Creation under His Control)

4"Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.

*Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?

®0On what were its bases sunk,

or who laid its cornerstone,

'when the morning stars sang together

and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

80r who shut in the sea with doors

when it burst out from the womb,

Swhen | made clouds its garment

and thick darkness its swaddling band,

1%nd prescribed limits for it

and set bars and doors,

"and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stayed'?
12"Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
and caused the dawn to know its place,

Bthat it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken out of it?

It is changed like clay under the seal,

and its features stand out like a garment.

1>From the wicked their light is withheld,

and their uplifted arm is broken.

1®"Have you entered into the springs of the sea,

or walked in the recesses of the deep?

""Have the gates of death been revealed to you,

or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
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Job 38:4-18



"®Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 10:5-17
(Everyone Who Calls on the Name of the Lord Will Be Saved)

9Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. °For with the heart
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
"For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”
'2For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all,
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 3For “everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.”

14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? "And how are they to preach unless they are sent?
As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
1®But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed what he has heard from us?” /So faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus Walks on Water)

2Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.

2And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, **but the boat by this time was
a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them.
2And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 2°But
when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is
a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 2’But immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 2He said, “Come."” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water
and came to Jesus. 3°But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to
sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 3'Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. **And those in the boat worshiped
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED ~see inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LSB #717 (v. 1-2,4)
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1 E - ter - nal Fa-ther, strong to save, Whose arm hath bound the
2 O Christ, whose voice the wa - ters heard And hushed their rag - ing
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Trin - 1 - ty of love and pow’r, Our peo - ple shield in
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rest - less wave, Who bidd’st  the might - y o - cean deep Its
at  Thy word, Who walk - edst on the foam - ing deep And
dan-ger’s hour; From rock and tem - pest, fire and foe, Pro -
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own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: O hear us when we
calm a - mid its rage didst sleep: O hear us when we
tect them where-so - e’er they go; Thus ev - er-more shall
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cry to Thee For  those in per - il on the sea.
cry to Thee For  those in per - il on the sea.
rise to Thee Glad praise from air and land and sea.

SERMON “Trusting the Timing of God”
Matthew 14:22-33
Vicar Matthew Vatthauer
OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for
all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this
and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

LORD’S PRAYER ~see inside back cover of the LSB pew hymnal
SANCTUS
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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eav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
0 ! |
A ! i ‘ ﬁ'—q [#10 |
6 —. eSS s s e aa e

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, o Lord, we  pray.

~Please be seated for the Distribution~
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”

LSB #750 (v. 1-4)
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1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee  And hope in
2 What can these anx - ious cares a - vail thee, These nev - er -
3 Be pa - tient  and a - wait His lei-sure In cheer-ful
4 God knows full well when times of glad-ness  Shall be the
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Him through all thy ways, He’ll give thee strength, what-e’er be -
ceas - ing moans and sighs? What can it help if thou be -
hope, with heart con - tent To  take what - e’er  thy Fa - ther’s
need - ful thing for thee. When He has tried thy soul with
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tide thee, And bear thee through the e - wvil days.  Who trusts in
wail thee O’er each dark mo - ment as it flies?  Our cross and
plea-sure And His dis - cern - ing love hath sent, Nor doubt our
sad-ness And from all guile has found thee free, He comes to
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God’s un - chang-ing love Builds on the rock that naught can move.
tri - als do but press The heav-ier for our bit - ter-ness.

in - most wants are known To Him who chose us
thee all un - a- ware And makes thee own His
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“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

LSB #733
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God, our help in
the shad-ow
Be - fore the hills in
thou-sand a - ges
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a - ges past,

or - der stood Or
in Thy sight Are

earth

Our hope for years
of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt
re - ceived her frame,

like an

to come,
S€ - curc;

eve - ning gone,
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Our shel - ter
Suf - fi- cient

from
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the

Thine arm

storm -y blast, And
a-lone, And

From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To

Short as

the watch that ends the night Be -

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

our
our

e - ter - nal home:
de - fense
end - less years the
fore the

1s  sure.
same.

ris - ing  sun.

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LSB #702
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1 My  faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May Thy rich grace im - part Strength to my faint - ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread And griefs  a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, When death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine. Now hear me while 1 pray; Take all my
My zeal in -spire! As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my
Be Thou my guide; Bid dark-ness turn to day, Wipe sor-row’s
Shall o’er me roll, Blest Sav -1or, then, in love, Fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from thisday Be whol -ly Thine!
love to Thee Pure, warm, and change-less be, A liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, Nor let me ev - er stray From Thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, A ran-somed soul!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for

His sake, You have given us pardon

and peace in this Sacrament, and we

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve you;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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BENEDICTION
The LORD bless you and keep you;

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;

The LORD look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”" LSB #722
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, 1 need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
Ha . .
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Di - rect, pro-tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - wvor 1 20 a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, 1 fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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