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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes will resume this Fall in the classrooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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PRELUDE

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 23, 2023

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“Lift High the Cross”

LSB #837 (v. 1,4-6)
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Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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all the world a - dore His  sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap-tain  trod,
4 0O Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
A ‘ Refrain
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
As Thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
5 Let ev'ry race and ev'ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be:

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and

lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GLORIA IN

EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ Dbirth!
8] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into
any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 43:1-3a
(The Lord Will Be with His People)

'But now thus says the LORD,

he who created you, O Jacob,

he who formed you, O Israel:

“Fear not, for | have redeemed you;

| have called you by name, you are mine.

2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.

3For | am the LORD your God,

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 8:31-39
(Nothing in All Creation Can Separate Us from the Love of God)

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? 3*Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 3*Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us. >*Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? 3®As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
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3’No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
38For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, *°nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:18-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(Christ Promises to Always Be with Us as We Fulfill the Great Commission)

8And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?°teaching
them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY
“In Christ Alone”

Getty/Townend
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1. In Christ a-lone
2. In Christ a-lone,
3. There in
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my hope is found, He

who took on flesh,
the ground His bod - -y lay,

ri
is my light, my strength, my
full-ness of God in help - less
Light of the world by dark - ness

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in
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song;  This Cor - ner-stone, this sol - id Ground, firm through the
babe!  This gift of love and right-eous - ness, scorned by the
slain;  Then, burst - ing forth in glo-rious Day, up from the
me; From life's first cry to fi - nal breath, Je - sus com-
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fierc - est drought and storm.  What heights of love, what depths of
ones He came to  save. Tl on that cross as Je - sus
grave He rose a - gain! And as He stands in vic - to -
mands my des - Ui - ny No power of  hell, no scheme of
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peace, when fears are  stilled, when striv-ings  cease. My Com - fort-
died, the wrath of God was sat - is - fied, For ev - ery
Iy, sin's curse has lost its grip on  me; For 1 am
man, can ev - er pluck me from His hand; Til He re-
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er, my All in Al here in the love of Christ [ stand,
sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ 1 live.
His and He is mine, bought with the pre - cious blood of Christ.
turns  or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand!



SERMON

“Forever and Amen”
Matthew 28:20
Vicar Andrew Frerichs

OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH ~inside back LSB hymnal cover

LORD’S PRAYER

SANCTUS
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, o Lord, we  pray.

~Please be seated for the Distribution~




DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB #618
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy  heart is filled with fer- vent yearn -ing That sin - ners
3 Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be - cause 1
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin  my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is  faith’s
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wea - 1y 1S my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal - va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb  wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious -
bond and sol - id base; It is the  strength of
H
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and nmake me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So L a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful  shep-herd art:
ly and glad - den My heart, for | am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
f  Refrain ‘ .
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Lord,may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for mysoul the high-est good!
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“Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won”

LSB #490
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1 Je - sus lives! The vic - try’s won! Death no long-er <can ap -
2 Je - sus lives! To Him the throne High a - bove all things is
3 Je - sus lives! For me He died, Hence will to Je - sus
4 Je - sus lives! 1 know full well Noth - ing me from Him shall
9 T !
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pall me; Je - sus lives! Death’s reign is done!
giv - en I shall go  where He is gone,
liv - ing, Pure n heart and act a - bide,
sev. - er Nei - ther death  nor pow’rs of hell
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From the grave will Christ re - call me. Bright - er
Live and reign with Him in heav - en God is
Praise to Him and glo - ry giv - ing. All I
Part me now from Christ for - ev - er God will
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scenes will then com-mence; This shall be my con fi - dence.
faith - ful; doubt-ings, hence!  This shall be my con fi - dence.
need God will dis - pense;  This shall be my con fi - dence.
be my sure de - fense;  This shall be my con fi - dence.
5 Jesus lives! And now is death

But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When | pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:

Jesus is my confidence!

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
{) #

LSB #633 (v. 1-4)

T p—

xg# ! Z T

A3V I

| I | I

I
[«

|
[« | I | I
1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we  sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic - to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathes the sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri-um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i -ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priestt Al -le - Iu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - ia!
Eat we man - na from a - bove. Al-le - lu - ia!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for

His sake, You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve you;

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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+ FAREWELL TO VICAR ANDREW +

BENEDICTION
The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

"Go, My Children, with My Blessing” LSB #922 (v. 1,3-4)
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless - ing, Nev - er a - lone.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Wak - ing, sleep-ing, 1 am with you; You are My own. In My
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My
1 the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the
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love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you Mine for - ev - er.
Spir - it’s pow - er filled you; Here His ten - der com - fort stilled you.
Lord will be your Fa-ther, Sav - ior, Com - fort - er, and Broth-er.
0
e s —————
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful and free.
Go, My chil-dren; 1 will keep you And give  you peace.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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~Please join us in the Fellowship Hall following late service for refreshments and to
wish Vicar Andrew well as he returns to Seminary for his final year of classes.
We have certainly been blessed by his time with us here at LCVH and will keep him
in our prayers as he continues to follow God’s calling.~
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