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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 16, 2023

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“Sing to the Lord of Harvest” LSB #893
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1 Sing to the Lord of har - vest, Sing songs of love and praise;
2 God makes the clouds rain good - ness, The des-erts bloom and spring,
3 Bring to this sa - cred al - tar The gifts His good-ness gave,
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With joy - ful hearts and voic - es Your al - le - lu - ias raise.
The hills leap up in  glad - ness, The val - leys laugh and sing.
The gold-en sheaves of har - vest, The souls Christ died to save.
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By Him the roll-ing sea - sons In  fruit - ful or - der move;
God fills them with His full - ness, All things with large in - crease;
Your hearts lay down be - fore Him When at His feet you fall,
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Sing to  the Lord of har - vest A joy - ous song of love.
He crowns the year with bless - ing, With plen - ty and with peace.
And with your lives a - dore Him Who gave His life for all.



INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.



PSALMODY ~Psalm 65:9-13

You visit the earth and water it;
You greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
You provide their grain,
for so You have prepared it.

You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.

You crown the year with Your bounty;
Your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.

The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,

the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE
“Word of God, Come Down on Earth”

LSB #545 (v. 1,4)
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heav’n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to  birth
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove,
f) 4 \
s iia— K —— I — I I . R | i
_@_‘-—bj_‘__! - ) = ! o) |
U [ ’l'
Faith  and hope and love wun - end - ing. Word al - might -y,
God the Spir - it, with us dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.

all truth lead us; Word of

PRAYER OF THE DAY

life, with one bread feed

us.

Almighty God, we thank You for planting in us the seed of Your Word. By
Your Holy Spirit help us receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow

into the full maturity of Christ, Who lives and reigns with You in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10-13
(Giving Seed to the Sower)

19"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, 'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and
shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it. '2“For you shall go out in joy and be
led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. *Instead of the thorn
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it
shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 8:12-17
(Heirs with Christ)

1250 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.
3For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. "*For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God. "°For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!” ®The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, ""and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with
him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
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Glo -ry to You, O Lord.

(Parable of the Sower)

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them. >Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they
had no depth of soil, ®but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they
had no root, they withered away. ‘Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and produced grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

He who has ears, let him hear.”
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8"Hear then the parable of the sower: ®When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 2°As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 2'yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
and it proves unfruitful. 22As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
|
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Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life "I« everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” LSB #577
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1 Al - might - y God, Your Word is cast Like
2 Let not the sly sa - tan - ic foe This
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares The
4 So when  the pre - cious seed is sown, Life -
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seed in - to the  ground; Now let the dew of
ho - ly seed re - move, But give it root in
ris - ing plant de - stroy, But let it yield a
giv - ing grace be - stow That all  whose souls the
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heav’n de - scend And  righ - teous fruits a - bound
ev - 'ty heart To bring forth fruits of love.
hun - dred - fold The  fruits of peace and joy.
truth re - ceive Its sav - ing pow’r may know
SERMON “Church Growth”
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Lord in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS
g — — |
{ V 1‘1\ & r L/ I E i
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
| | | A | | | (|
1 ! N— — —— —
ANSY \ | \ ﬁLL‘—.—‘—*—d—Lgb—d_i
Q) [ | S— =l [
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
o} L N P—
ﬁJ — - — —r— I —
o e — ﬁ_g':@:
o — § % — -
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
~Please be seated for the Distribution~
DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Hark , the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB #826
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1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus cry - ing, “Who will go and work to - day?
2 If you can-notspeak like an - gels, If you can - not preach like Paul,
3 If you can-not be a watch-man, Stand - ing high on Zi - on’s wall,
4 Let none hear you 1 - dly say - ing, “There is noth-ing I can do,”
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Fields are white and har-vests waiting— Who will bear the sheaves a-way?”
You can tell the love of Je-sus, You can say He died for all.
Point-ing out the path to heav-en, Of - f'ring life and peace to all,
While the mul - ti-tudes are dy - ing And the Mas-ter calls for you.
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Loud and long the Mas-ter call-eth; Rich re-ward He of - fers thee.
If you can - not rouse the wick-ed With the judg-ment’s dread a - larms,
With your prayers and with your boun-ties You can do what God com-mands;
Take the task He givesyou glad-ly, Let His work your plea-sure be;
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Who will an-swer, glad-1ly say-ing, “Here am I, send me, send me”?
You can lead the lit - tle chil-dren To the Sav-ior’s wait - ing arms.
You can be like faith-ful Aar-on, Hold-ing up the proph-et’s hands.
An - swer quick-ly when He call-eth, “Here am I, send me, send me!”

~Distribution Hymns continued on the following page~
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing” LSB #584
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1 Faith and truth and life be - stow -ing, O - pen now the
2 May the Spir-it’s powTr un - ceas - ing Bring to life the
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Scrip - tures, Lord, Seed to life e - ter - nal sow - ing,
hid - den grain, Dai - ly in our hearts in - creas - ing,
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Scat - tered on the wind a - broad. Let not hearts, Your
Bear - ing fruit that  shall re - main. So in  Scrip - ture,
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Word re - ceiv-ing, Like a bar-ren field be found, Choked with
song, and sto - ry, Sav - ior, may Your voice be heard. Till our
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thorns and un - be - liev - ing, Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.
eyes be - hold Your glo - ry Give us ears to hear Your Word.

~Distribution Hymns continued on the following page~
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“"For the Fruits of His Creation” LSB #894
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1 For  the fruits of His cre - a - tion, Thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, Thanks be to God.
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For His gifts to ev - 'ry na-tion, Thanks be to God. For the
In  the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s  will is done. In our
For the good we all in - her - it, Thanks be to God. For the
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plow - ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, Si - lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
world-wide task of car-ing For the hun - gry and de- spair-ing,
won - ders that as-tound us, For the truths that still con-found us,
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Fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, Thanks be to  God.
In the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will 1s  done.
Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to  God.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

“On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB #921
9 I [ I )
Y 4% I | I [#K) - | | | I |
oo 1] e |
Q) ‘ bt -‘- - ! I L 4 o~
1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;
3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is ours. Our prais -
May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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