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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes will resume in the Fall.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 25, 2023 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN            

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”                                                                    LSB #904 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you. 

  Before you were born I set you apart.” 

~Jeremiah 1:5 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized 

shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

   Amen. 
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RESPONSE                                                 ~ Psalm 139:13-18 
 

For you formed my inward parts; 

you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 

 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; 

my soul knows it very well. 

 

My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, 

the days that were formed for me, 

when as yet there were none of them. 

 
How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of them! 

 

If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 

I awake, and I am still with you. 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 

 

 
Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You 

have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may 

proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may 

receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                          Psalm 139:1-12 
 

(Search Me, O God) 
 

1O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

3You search out my path and my lying down 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4Even before a word is on my tongue, 

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 

5You hem me in, behind and before, 

and lay your hand upon me. 
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6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

it is high; I cannot attain it. 

7Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

8If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

9If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

10even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me. 

11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

and the light about me be night,” 

12even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is bright as the day, 

for darkness is as light with you. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE                               Romans 8:26-27 
 

(The Lord Searches Our Heart) 
 

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 

for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 

for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 10:26-33 
 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.   

   

 

(Even the Hairs on Your Head Are Numbered) 
 

26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 

soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of your 

head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             

“Lord of All Hopefulness”                                                                            LSB #738 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON      

“Encouragement for the Discouraged” 

Matthew 10:26-33 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Take My Life and Let It Be”                                          LSB #783 

 

 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
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“With the Lord Begin Your Task”                       LSB #869 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task 

    Be to You commended; 

May Your will be done, I ask, 

    Until life is ended. 

Jesus, in Your name begun 

    Be the day’s endeavor; 

Grant that it may well be done 

    To Your praise forever. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

“Christ Be My Leader”                                      LSB #861 

 

 

 

 
+ PLACEMENT OF CHURCH COUNCIL AND ELDERS + 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                                   LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 


