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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.

1


mailto:vestluth@juno.com
mailto:vicar@vestavialutheran.org
mailto:lwalter@vestavialutheran.org

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 11, 2023

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”

LSB #856 (v. 1,3-4)
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1 O Christ, who called the Twelve To rise and fol - low You, For -
3 O Christ, who led the Twelve A - mong the des - o - late And
4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roads they’d nev - er trod To
O
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sak - ing old, fa - mil - iar ways For ven - tures bold and new:
broke as bread of life for all Your love com -pas - sion - ate:
serve, to suf - fer, teach, pro-claim The near - er reign of God:
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Grant us to hear Your call To risk se - cu -1 -ty And,
Lead us a-long the ways Where hope has near-ly died And
Send us on ways where faith Tran-scends ti - mid - i - ty, Where
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bound in heart and will to You, Find per - fect lib-er - ty.
help wus climb the lone-ly hills Wherelove is cru-ci - fied.
love in-forms and hope sus-tains Both life and min-is - try.
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CALL TO WORSHIP
In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Jesus called His twelve disciples.
The names of the twelve apostles are these:

First Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother.
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.

Phillip and Bartholomew
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector.

James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddeus.
Simon the Zealot and Judas the Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would come after Me,
Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.”

~select verses from Matthew 10

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized
shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

RESPONSE ~select verses from Psalm 25 & 37

When a person'’s steps follow the Lord,
God is pleased with his ways.

If he stumbles, he will not fall,
because the LORD holds his hand.

Direct my footsteps according to Your word.
The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in Him.

Show me the right path, O LORD,
point out the road for me to follow.

Lead me by Your truth and teach me.

All day long | put my hope in You, for You are the God who
saves.
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Il
h
v

QL

O
Qll

|
I
I
[#]

NEE

|
I
I
[#]

| THEN
| THAN

|
I
I
[#]

Q@;?kb

P
=

Lord, have

mer - Cy up - on us.

Christ, have

mer - ¢y up -

o) ‘ | . | | | . ‘
A ! 1 ] ] 1 1 ] 1
&> —= z - Z, 2 e ! )
Y
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You
have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may
proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may
receive the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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A - men.
FIRST READING 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

(Old Has Passed, the New Has Come)

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. "8All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; *that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. °Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2'For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:15-17
(Christians Share the Mercy They Have Received from Christ)

>The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. '®But | received
mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his
perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal
life. "To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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(Call of Matthew to Follow Jesus)

9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.

1°And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and
sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. "And when the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” 2But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. >Go and learn what this means, I
desire mercy, and not sacrifice." For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *- everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

10



HYMN OF THE DAY

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB #685 (v. 1,3-4)
Ho#
ﬂ‘v Hﬁ { . I | { | I | . | ! }
e | | | & | | | I " i—‘—
1 ——
1 Let us ev - er walk with Je - sus, Fol - low His ex -
3 Let us glad - ly die with Je - sus. Since by death He
4 Tet us al - so live with Je - sus. He has ris - en
() # ‘
A T . f . T ! { ! I T . T
@ bt !I ‘} I r ] | I [ [ | | I
P3| & ) i—‘—t —e——
am - ple pure, Through a world that would de-ceive us And to
con - quered death, He will free us from de-struc-tion, Give to
from the dead That to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus,
Pt — ——— |
' e —— —
]
sin our spir-its lure. On - ward in His foot-steps tread-ing,
us im - mor-tal breath. Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion
You are now our head. We are Your own liv - ing mem-bers;
() # . . ‘
7t ——F—— — ————
\\Q_)V i > | | } ()} > {
Pil - grims here, our home a - bove, Full of faith and
That would lead us in - to sin; And the grave that
Where You live, there we shall be In  Your pres - ence
9 ﬁu I . ! I Py '\ !
i e e T i a
Q) = ! I I ! I
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shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for - ev - er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; 1 shall fol - low where You guide.
here with You I die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.
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SERMON “Following So Others Follow”
Matthew 9:9-13
Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer
OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY
OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PEACE OF THE LORD
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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~Please be seated for the Distribution~
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DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB #783
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se - crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
He | i
. ! ! I ! I et ! I .
ﬁﬁ, U e id ) d e @2 .
Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.
6 Take my love, my Lord, | pour

At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.
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“With the Lord Begin Your Task”

LSB #869
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1 With the Lord be - gin your task; Je - sus will di - rect it
2 let each day be - gin with prayer, Praise, and ad - o - ra - tion.
3 With your Sav-ior at your side, Foes need not a - larm you;
4 If your task be thus be - gun  With the Sav - ior’s bless-ing,
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For His aid and coun -sel ask; Je - sus will per - fect it
On the Lord cast ev - ’ry care; He is your sal - va - tion.
In  His prom-is - es con-fide, And no ill can harm you.
Safe - ly then your course will run, Toward the prom-ise  press - ing.
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Ev - ’ry morn with Je-sus rise, And when day is end - ed,
Morn-ing, eve-ning, and at night Je - sus will be near you,
All  your trust and hope re - pose In the might - y Mas - ter,
Good will fol - low ev-’ry-where While you here must wan - der;
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In  His name then close your eyes; Be to Him com-mend - ed.
Save you from the tempt-er’s might, With His pres-ence cheer you.
Who in wis-dom tru - ly knows How to stem dis - as - ter.
You at last the joy will share In the man-sions yon - der.
5 Thus, Lord Jesus, ev'ry task

Be to You commended,;
May Your will be done, | ask,
Until life is ended.
Jesus, in Your name begun
Be the day’'s endeavor;
Grant that it may well be done
To Your praise forever.
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“Christ Be My Leader”

LSB #861
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1 Christbe my Lead-er by night as by day; Safe through the
2 Christbe my Teach-er in age as in youth, Drift - ing or
3 Christbe my Sav-ior in calm as in strife; Death can - not
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dark - ness, for He 1is the way. Glad-ly I fol - low, my
doubt-ing, for He 1is the truth. Grant me to trust Him; though
hold me, for He is the life. Nor dark - ness nor doubt-ing nor
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fu - ture His care,

shift-ing as sand,
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sin

Dark - ness is
Doubt can-not daunt me; in

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Let us pray,

day - light when Je-sus is there.

Je-sus I stand.

and its stain Can touch my sal - va - tion: with Je-sus I reign.

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy
Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as
You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to
life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN
“Draw Us to Thee”

LSB #7017 (v. 1-3,5)
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1 Draw us to Thee, then shall we Walk in Thy
2 Draw us to Thee, Lord, lov - ing - ly; Let us de -
3 Draw us to  Thee; grant that we May walk the
5 Draw us to Thee Un - ceas - ing - ly, In - to Thy
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steps for - ev - er And has-ten on Where Thou art
part with glad - ness That we may be For - ev - er
road to heav - en! Di - rect our way Lest we should
king - dom take us; for - e’er Thy glo - ry
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gone To be dear  Sav - ior.
free From sor - row, and sad - ness.
stray And from Thy be driv - en.
share, Thy saints heirs make us.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



