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SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  
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PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 
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BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 
June 4, 2023 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION             

“Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                                           LSB #507 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 “I am God, there is no other. 

  I am God, there is none like me.”                  ~Isaiah 46:9 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION  
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Amen.  
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PSALMODY                          ~select verses from Psalm 99 

 

Exalt the LORD our God, 

and worship at his holy mountain; 

for the LORD our God is holy! 

 

The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! 

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 

 

The LORD is great in Zion; 

He is exalted over all the peoples. 

 

Let them praise your great and awesome name! 

Holy is He! 

 

The King in his might loves justice. 

You have established equity; 

You have executed justice 

and righteousness in Jacob. 

 

Exalt the LORD our God; 

worship at his footstool! 

Holy is He! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

“Glory Be to God the Father”                        LSB #506 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 Let us pray:  

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge 

the glory of the uncreated and eternal Trinity and to worship the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit as the one almighty God and Lord. Preserve us and 

keep us in the one, true faith, for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live 

and reign, one God, now and forever.  

  Amen.  

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Isaiah 6:1-7 
 

(Isaiah’s Vision of the Lord) 
 

1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the 
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seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 

covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 

the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a 

man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 

had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 

for.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE READING                      1 Peter 1:13-19 
 

(Called to be Holy, for God is Holy) 
 

13Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your 

hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 

former ignorance, 15but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, 16since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17And if you call on 

him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct 

yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were 

ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 

perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, 

like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”                                                                  LSB #822 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL           Matthew 28:16-20 
 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.  

Glory to You, O Lord.  

 
(The Great Commission Illustrates the Trinity) 

 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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SERMON HYMN                           

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                                                   LSB #940 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                               “The Holiness of God” 

Isaiah 6:1-7 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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ATHANASIAN CREED  
 

And the catholic (universal) faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity 

and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the 

substance.  

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy 

Spirit is another.  

 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: 

the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.  

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy 

Spirit:  

 

The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;    

The Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;  

 

The Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.  

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,  

 

Just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated 

and one Infinite.  

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the 

Holy Spirit almighty; 

  

And yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.  

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;  

 

And yet there are not three Gods, but one God.  

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;  
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The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.  

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made 

nor created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one 

Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.  

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is less 

than another; but the whole three persons are coeternal with 

each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated 

above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be 

worshiped.  

 
DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           LSB #805 
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OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 Lord in your mercy, 

  Hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

  Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 

“Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven”            LSB #793 
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“O Worship the King”              LSB #804 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

~this hymn continues on the following page~ 
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“O Worship the King” (continued)             LSB #804 

 

 

5 Frail children of dust 

    and feeble as frail, 

In Thee do we trust, 

    nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, 

    how firm to the end, 

Our maker, defender, 

    redeemer, and friend! 

 

6 O measureless Might, 

    ineffable Love, 

While angels delight 

    to hymn Thee above, 

Thy humbler creation, 

    though feeble their lays, 

With true adoration 

    shall sing to Thy praise. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”            LSB #802 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouths received the holy Sacrament, we 

may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness 

of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
 

 The LORD bless You and keep you;  

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

 The LORD look on you in favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
~the service continues on the following page with the Recessional Hymn~ 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN        

 “Father Most Holy”                                                                      LSB #504 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 

 

 

 


