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201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  
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PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Pentecost Sunday 

May 28, 2023 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN       

 “Come Down, O Love Divine”                                                     LSB #501 (v. 1-2,4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

People who live by the Spirit 

are called by the Spirit. 
 

People who live by the Spirit 

are gathered by the Spirit. 

 

People who live by the Spirit 

are enlightened by the Spirit. 
 

People who live by the Spirit 

 are sanctified by the Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ASSURANCE  
 

  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He 

gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

   Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE        

“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”                                                                      LSB #913 (v. 1) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, on this day You taught the hearts of Your faithful people by 

sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant that by the same Spirit 

we have right judgment in all things and always rejoice in His holy 

strengthening; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 

FIRST READING                                 Hebrews 10:23-25 
 

(Christians Gather around the Word) 
 

23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 

good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)      K. Getty/S. Townend 

“Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord to renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see. 

Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do. 

Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude. 

Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

Turn my striving into works of grace. Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made. 

Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice, 

That in unity the face of Christ clear for all the world to see. 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
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SECOND READING          Acts 2:1–11, 42-47 
 

(Day of Pentecost) 
 

1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. 
5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7And 

they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 
9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews and proselytes, 

Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty 

works of God.”  
42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed 

were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their 

possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 

homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God 

and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 

day those who were being saved. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                 John 7:37-39 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventh chapter. 
 

 

 
(Jesus promised the Outpouring of the Holy Spirit) 

 

37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as the 

Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now this he 

said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet 

the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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CATECHISM 

Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed 
 

 

 

What does it mean that I believe in the Holy Spirit? 
 

 

 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ 

in the one true faith. 

 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.                        

 

This is most certainly true. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   

 “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”                                                               LSB #496 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 
SERMON                               “Gathered by the Spirit” 

Acts 2:42 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   

 “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”                                                               LSB #496 (v. 4-5) 

 

 
 



9 

 

OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

~In Remembrance of Memorial Day~ 

 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”             LSB #717 

 

 

 

 

 
“Spirit Song” (10:30)                                        Adult  Choir 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Before You, Lord, We Bow”             LSB #966 

 

 

 

 
5 And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs 

    Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, 

    With joy to sing 

    To heav’n’s high King 

Salvation’s song! 
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“God of Grace and God of Glory”             LSB #850 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                   

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                         LSB #643 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 5th – 9th 

9:00 a.m. – noon 
 
 

JOIN US JUNE 5th – 9th FOR A WEEK OF OUT OF THIS WORLD FUN! 
(4K THRU RISING 6th GRADERS) 

 

REGISTER NOW! 
 

Participants and Volunteers can register using the following link: 

 


