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CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  
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ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:vestluth@juno.com
mailto:vicar@vestavialutheran.org
mailto:lwalter@vestavialutheran.org


1 

 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

    ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

       May 21, 2023 / 8:00 a.m. worship service 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN        

“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”                                                                          LSB #913 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

  

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                  

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Blessed Lord, as the disciples stared into heaven as You ascended, You 

promised that You would return in glory. Keep our eyes always watchful of 

Your coming, and let us see the places where You are at work in the world; 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.  
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FIRST READING            Acts 1:1–11  
 

1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when He was taken up, after He had given commands 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3To them He 

presented Himself alive after His suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4And while staying 

with them He ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, He said, “you heard from Me; 5for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 6So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will You at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know 

times or seasons that the Father has fixed by His own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9And when He had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, 

and a cloud took Him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into 

heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go 

into heaven.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE           Philippians 3:17-21 
 

17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according 

to the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and 

now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set 

on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
   

This is the Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                  Luke 24:44–53 
 

 

The Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

44Then He said to them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then He opened their minds to understand 

the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of 

My Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 

high.” 50Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He 

blessed them. 51While He blessed them, He parted from them and was carried up 

into heaven. 52And they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to You, O Christ.  
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NICENE CREED 
 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY           

“Christ High-Ascended, Now in Glory Seated”                            LSB #840 (v. 1,3-5) 
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SERMON             “What Are You Looking At?”   

Luke 24:48 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 

 
 

 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy, 

  hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER    
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

            against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

            but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen.  

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”                                                     LSB #466 

 

 

 

 
 

 

~please see the following page for the Refrain~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 
“Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious”                 LSB #495 (v. 1,3-4) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the 

life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your 

Holy Spirit that, having with our mouths received this gift of grace, we may 

by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of 

sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.   

 
BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

   Amen.  

 
~the service continues on the following page with the Recessional Hymn~ 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN    

 “Up through Endless Ranks of Angels”                                     LSB #491 (v. 1, 3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 


