The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 30, 2023



p , Church office: 205-823-1883  PreSchool/MDO: 205-791-5200 -'I,I_
Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org ==
‘ WORSHIP: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:15 a.m.
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer — pastor@vestavialutheran.org text: 205-201-8866

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers — vestluth@juno.com 205-422-4951

VICAR: Andrew Frerichs — vicar@vestavialutheran.org

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson — ruthinbham@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER'S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler — bheisler@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Leigh Walter — lwalter@vestavialutheran.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT: Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org

BOOK KEEPER: Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com

0

TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 30, 2023

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”

LSB #791 (v. 1-3,5)
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1 Al peo - ple that on earth do dwell, Sing to the
2 Know that the Lord is God in - deed; With - out our
30 en - ter then His  gates with praise; Ap - proach with
5 To Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, The God whom
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Lord with cheer - ful voice. Him serve with mirth, His
aid He did us make. We are His folk, He
joy His courts un - to. Praise, laud, and Dbless His
heav’'n and  earth a - dore, From us and from the
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praise forth - tell; Come ye be - fore Him and re - joice.
doth  us feed, And for His sheep He doth us take.
name al - ways, For it is seem - ly so to do.
an - gel host Be  praise and glo-ry ev - er - more.
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and

lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PSALMODY Psalm 23 (Spoken in Unison)

The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.
Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me;

Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:

and | will dwell in the house of the LoRrRD forever.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt  cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that when we hear the
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and
follow where he leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47
(The Fellowship of the Believers)

42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. “*And awe came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. “*And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. “>’And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
4And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by
day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19-25
(The Shepherd and Overseer of Your Soul)

9For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while
suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious
thing in the sight of God. ?'For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2When he was
reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed. >>For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus Our Good Shepherd)

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. "*He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep. ™ am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, "just as
the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my life for the sheep.
'®And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. "For this
reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take it up again.
®No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to
lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again. This charge | have received
from my Father.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life "I«
everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

LSB #709 (v. 1-2,5)
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1 The King  of love my shep - herd is, Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And,  where the ver - dant
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed -  eth.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!
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SERMON
“We Need a Good Shepherd — In Christ We Have One!”
John 10:11-18
Dr. Gregory Seltz
Executive Director, UCRL
Speaker Emeritus, The Lutheran Hour

HYMN OF THE DAY
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB #7009 (v. 6)

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering

VOLUNTARY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



SANCTUS
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0) Lord, we  pray.
~Please be seated for the Distribution~
DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Shepherd of Tender Youth” LSB #864
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1 Shep-herd  of ten - der youth, Guid - ing in
2 You are the ho - ly Lord, O all - sub -
3 You are the great High  Priest; You have pre -
40 ev - er be our guide, Our  shep - herd,
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love and truth Through de - vious  ways; Christ, our tri -
du - ing  Word, Heal - er of strife. Your - self You
pared the  feast Of ho - ly love; And in our
and our pride, Our staff and song. Je - sus, O
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um -  phant king, We come  Your name to sing
did a - base That from sin’s deep dis - grace
mor - tal pain None  calls on You in vain;
Christ of God, By Your en dur - ing Word
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And here our chil - dren bring To join  Your praise.
You so might save our race And give us life.
Our plea do not dis - dain; Help from a - bove.
Lead us where You have trod; Make our faith strong.
5 So now, and till we die,
Sound we Your praises high

And joyful sing:

Infants and all the throng,
Who to the Church belong,
Unite to swell the song

To Christ, our king!
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued)

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want” LSB #710
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I The Lord’s my shep-herd, Tl not want; He  makes me
2 My soul He doth re - store a - gain And me to
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I
4 My ta - ble Thou hast fur - nish - ed In pres - ence
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life Shall sure - ly
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down to lie In pas - tures  green; He
walk doth  make With - in the paths of
fear no ill; For  Thou art with me,
of my foes; My  head Thou dost with
fol - low me; And in God’s  house for -
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lead - eth me The qui - et wa - ters  by.
righ - teous - ness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
and Thy  rod And staff me com - fort o still.
oil a - noint, And my cup o - ver - flows.
ev - er - more My  dwell - ing place shall be.
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“Have No Fear, Little Flock” LSB #735
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, For the Fa - ther has cho - sen To
flock, For the Fa - ther will keep you In
bove, For He stoops down to heal you, Up -
God, For He stays close be - side you, In
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raiseto God!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of
His coming, we may, with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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BLESSING
The LORD bless you and keep you;

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The LORD look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”

LSB #740
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so hap - py as am, E - ven now the
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heart I am; For my  Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and stay. When 1 hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - ry
In - to pleas - ant  pas - tures leads me; When 1  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - ven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to  His breast, There with - in  His arms to  rest.
EASTER DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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