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TO OUR GUESTS: We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus. Please sign the Friendship

Register. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our
church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation. If you
do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.

SUNDAY SCHOOL Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,
Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH and NURSERY Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited
to Children’s Church downstairs. They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon. A nursery attendant
is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.

COMMUNION We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as
their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the bread and wine to
join us at the Communion table. The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the
extended hand of the communicant. The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the
tray as it is offered by the Elder. The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an
individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of
persons who should not drink wine. Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are
invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing.
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRELUDE

April 23, 2023
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

LSB #469 (v. 1-4,6)
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day!” Saints on earth and an - gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a- gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply.
Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is o’er; Lol He sets in blood no more.
Death in vain for-bids His rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once He died our souls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?

Hail the Lord of earth and heav'n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv'n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!



INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He has risen indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.



PSALMODY ~Psalm 116:4-9
Then | called on the name of the LORD:

“O LoRbD, | pray, deliver my soul!”

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;

our God is merciful.

The LORD preserves the simple;

when | was brought low, he saved me.

Return, O my soul, to your rest;

for the LorD has dealt bountifully with you.

For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,

my feet from stumbling;

| will walk before the LORD

in the land of the living.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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o)

P’ A

{> —

\Q)V o ' - oo
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast” LSB #155

)y Refrain — P

e [ ., . 1 R S I

[ [ [

9 e = ——
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — or-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev -er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - Tu - ia.  Final Refrain
Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ja, al-le- lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread. Through the gift of faith open our eyes to behold him in all his
redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God now and forever.

A - men.
FIRST READING Acts 2:14a,36-41

(Peter’'s Sermon Calling House of Israel to Repentance)

1But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them,

36" et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 3And Peter said to them,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3°For the
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” °And with many other words he bore
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” 4'So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.) H. H. Thompson
“Halle, Halle, Halle”
Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
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Praise God in this holy place, every nation, every race.
Come, make joyful music to the Lord.
Sound the trumpet, sound it clear. Sound it for the world to hear.
Come, make joyful music to the Lord.
Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Everything that breathes now praise; sing your songs, let voices raise.
Come, make joyful music to the Lord.

Play the cymbals, play the lute; play the timbrel, play the flute.
Come, make joyful music to the Lord.

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah
Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah

EPISTLE READING 1 Peter 1:18-23
(Jesus Is Raised from the Dead)

®knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 2°He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last
times for your sake, 2'who through him are believers in God, who raised him from
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have
been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living
and abiding word of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
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Glo-ry to Youy O Lord

(On the Road to Emmaus)

13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. *While they were talking and discussing together,
Jesus himself drew near and went with them. '®But their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are
holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. "®Then
one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these
days?” "®And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning
Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, 2°and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to
be condemned to death, and crucified him. 2'But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these
things happened. ?Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They
were at the tomb early in the morning, 3and when they did not find his body,

they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that
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he was alive. 2*Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 2°And he said to them, “O
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!
6Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his
glory?” 2’And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he
were going farther, *’but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is
toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them.
3%When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it
and gave it to them. 3'And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And
he vanished from their sight. 3They said to each other, "Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the
Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they
found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 3*saying,
“The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 3*Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of
the bread.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

i I T T i n |
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. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life "I« everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY

“The Day of Resurrection” LSB #478 (v. 1,3-4)
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
3 Now let the heav’'ns be joy - ful, Let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, All praise to God the Son,
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The pass - o - ver of glad - ness, The pass-o - ver of God.
Let all the world keep tri - umph And all that is there - in.
All praise to God the Spir - it, E - ter- nal Three in One!
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From death to life e - ter - nal, From sin’s do-min-ion free,
Let all things, seen and wun - seen, Their notes of glad-ness blend;
Let all  the ran-somed num - ber Fall down be-fore the throne
9 T i [
(~n—o —— i e C— — - —— I
ANV 4 v | [ | | | | el - | | |
Q) T T T T T I L d . i é'
Our Christ has brought us o - ver With hymns of vic-to - ry.
For Christ the Lord has ris - en, Our joy that has no end!
And hon - or, pow’r, and glo - ry As - cribe to God a - lone!
SERMON “Hearts Burning”

Luke 24:13-35

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
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OFFERING ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering
VOLUNTARY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Lord in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
n il | T 1 Il
i — — ] | i f
)~ e . — o ©® % o &
d ~—
sin of the world; grant us peace.
~Please be seated for the Distribution~
DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBTUION HYMNS

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB #465
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1 Now all the vault of heav’n re - sounds In
2 E - ter - nal is  the gift He brings, There -
30 fill us, Lord, with daunt-less love; Set
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring And
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praise of love that still a-bounds: “Christ has tri - umphed!
fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has tri - umphed!
heart and will on things a - bove That we con - quer
with the heav’'n-ly bless-ed sing: “Christ has tri - umphed!
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He is liv - ing!” Now still . He comes to give us
through Your tri - umph; Grant grace suf - fi - cient for life’s
Al - le-1u - 1a!” Be to the Fa - ther and our
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life And by His pres - ence  stills all
day That by our lives we tru - ly
Lord, To Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri- umphed!” Al-le -
strife. Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing! Al-le -
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Al-le -
God, All the glo - ry, nev - er end - ing! Al-le -
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Iu - 1ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!



“Let Us Break Bread Together” (10:30 a.m.)

Adult Choir

“This Joyful Eastertide” LSB #482
l‘? L})I I i ] I ) i
[ YA S | | p= [ J S l = - » n—
A2V 4 | = & v | | | 1/ |
o - = , , ] ” I
1 This joy - ful Eas - ter - tide A - way with sin and
2 Death’s flood has lost its  chill Since Je - sus crossed the
3 My flesh in hope shall rest And for a sea - son
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Has sprung  to life  this mor - row
My ass - ing soul de - liv - er:
Shall  wake the dead 1In num - ber:
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ris-en, a-r1is - en; But now has Christ a - ris - en!

15



“He's Risen, He's Risen”

LSB #480
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1 He’s ris - en, Hes r1is - en, Christ Je - sus, the Lord;
2 The foe was tri - um - phant when on Cal - va - 1y
3 But short was their tri - umph; the Sav - ior a - rose,
4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
5 Then sing your ho - san - nas and vraise your glad voice;
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He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein - car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to the tree.
And death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now o - pen is fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the blest tid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi - lant song
In Sa - tan’s do - main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our trans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear.
He lives, vyes, He lives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.
With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” LSB #475 (v. 1-3)
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; Bring flow’rs of song to
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to-ry That love, that life which
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of  our King! To all  the world glad news we bring:
strew His way; Let all the world re - joice and say:
can - not die, And sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
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Al-le - lu - 1ia, al -le -lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - 1a!
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia, al - le-1lu - ial
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial
EASTER DISMISSAL

POST

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He has risen indeed. Alleluia!

LUDE
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SHINE JESUS LIGHT_
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JOIN US JUNE 5" — 9" FOR A WEEK OF OUT OF THIS WORLD FUN!
(4K THRU RISING 6" GRADERS)

REGISTER NOW!
Participants and Volunteers can register using the following link:




