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A NOTE ON TONIGHT’S GATHERING 

As we gather for worship this evening, we remember and celebrate the gift of our Lord’s 

body and blood given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lenten journey 

takes us tonight to the upper room in which Jesus mandates his followers to celebrate 

this sacrament, “in remembrance of me.”  
 

Tonight, we especially celebrate with our students who will be partaking in the Lord’s 

Supper for the first time this evening. May our Lord, who freely gives his body and blood 

to us, ever strengthen their faith and hold them in his hands.  
 

Consider these words of the reformer, Martin Luther, as you prepare your heart to 

receive this outpouring of God’s grace.  
 

For it is most necessary that we know what we should seek and obtain (in this sacrament). This is 

clear and easily understood from the words, “This is my body and blood, given and poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.” That is to say, in brief, that we go to the sacrament because there we 

receive a great treasure, through and in which we obtain the forgiveness of sins. Why? Because the 

words are there, and they impart it to us! For this reason he bids me eat and drink, that it may be 

mine and do me good as a sure pledge and sign—indeed, as the very gift he has provided for me 

against my sins, death, and all evils. 
 

Therefore, it is appropriately called food of the soul, for it nourishes and strengthens the new 

creature. Therefore the Lord’s Supper is given as a daily food and sustenance so that our faith may 

be refreshed and strengthened and that it may not succumb in the struggle but become stronger 

and stronger. For the new life should be one that continually develops and progresses.  
 

Let this serve as an exhortation, then, not only for us who are old and advanced in years, but also for 

the young people who must be brought up in Christian teaching and in a right understanding of it. 

With such training we may more easily instill the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s 

Prayer into the young so that they will receive them with joy and earnestness, practice them from 

their youth, and become accustomed to them.  
 

-Large Catechism V: The Sacrament of the Altar, 20-25, 85 
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PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN                             

“Before the Throne of God Above”                                                Words:  LSB #574 

          Tune:  O Waly Waly 

 

1 Before the throne of God above 

    I have a strong, a perfect plea: 

A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 

    Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

 

3 When Satan tempts me to despair, 

    And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look, and see Him there 

    Who made an end of all my sin. 

 

5 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 

    My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, 

    The King of glory and of grace! 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH BY FIRST COMMUNION CANDIDATES 
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+RITE OF FIRST COMMUNION+ 

In Holy Baptism we are born again as God’s children and received into His church.  

As a further gift of His love for us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church the 

Sacrament of the Altar on this night and invites His children to receive this 

Sacrament in faith for the forgiveness of sins.  The apostle Paul reminds us:  “Let a 

person examine himself and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup,” and “as 

often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes.” 
 

These candidates have received instruction regarding their sin and their 

understanding of the Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

Tonight, you come to the Lord’s Table for the first time. Holy Scripture describes 

the life of the Church and every baptized Christian with these words:  “they 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

the bread and the prayers.”  You are invited by our Lord to come and regularly to 

hear His Word and receive His Sacrament.  You will continue to be instructed and 

nurtured in the Christian faith and life.  You are invited to confess your sins and 

receive the comfort of Holy Absolution.  All this will help you live as the child of 

God you have been made through Holy Baptism. 
 
 

Maddie Alvis 

Parrish Alvis 

Miles Blackenburg 

Marbella Capote 

Caleb Doroh 

Owen Hammel 

Kate Herzel 

Addy Meadows 

Abigail Mwakabumbila 

Nate Rawson 

Cobb Sloan 

Griffin Williams 
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In preparation to commune this night, I now ask you: 

 

Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper He gives you His true body and blood 

for the forgiveness of all your sins and to strengthen your faith in Him and your 

love towards others? 

Yes, I believe. 

 
Do you intend to continue to hear and receive the instruction of your Lord, 

confess your sins, and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully throughout your life? 

Yes, with the help of God. 

 

I therefore invite you to the Lord’s Supper to receive Christ’s precious body and 

blood for the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, whose Son Jesus Christ loved the young and called them to 

Himself, we ask You to bless these young people.  Strengthen them in faith 

through the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood so that they may grow 

spiritually and bring forth the fruits of faith in a life of love toward others to the 

praise and honor of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN  OF RESPONSE  

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord                                    LSB #637 (v. 1,3) 

 

 

 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING             Exodus 12:1-14 
 
 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for 

you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell 

all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall 

take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if 

the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 

according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall 

make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year 

old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until 

the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation 

of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
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7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 

lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, 

roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do 

not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its 

inner parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 

remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with 

your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And 

you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12For I will pass through the land 

of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 

LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when 

I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, 

when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 

LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a 

feast.”  

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE READING                      Hebrews 9:11-15 
 

11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, 

then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not 

of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of 

the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an 

eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of 

goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the 

flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works 

to serve the living God. 
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15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 

may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 

redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                                      Matthew 26:17-29 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 

“Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into 

the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I 

will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19And the disciples did 

as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 
20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were 

eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they were 

very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He 

answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24The 

Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of 

Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been 

born.” 25Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, 

“You have said so.” 
26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 

gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, 

and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 
28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN           

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”         LSB #620 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                  

“Promises Remembered, For All, Forever” 

Exodus 12:13 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 
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OFFERING                     ~may be left in the collection plates at the door as you exit 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Lord Jesus Christ, You call to Yourself all those who labor and are heavy 

burdened, to refresh them and to give rest to their souls. Dear Lord, we 

pray, let us also experience Your love at the heavenly feast, which You 

have prepared for Your children on earth. Keep us from impenitence and 

unbelief, so that we do not receive the Sacrament to our judgement. 

Remove the spotted garment of our flesh and our own righteousness, and 

adorn us with the garment earned by Your blood. Grant that we may so 

receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 

redemption may continually be shown in us; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
(First Communion Class and Families Approach Altar Followed by Congregation)  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“What Is This Bread”                                          LSB #629 (v. 1-4) 
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“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”             LSB #641 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

The Passion of our Lord is not yet completed. 
 Tonight, we depart in silence as we prepare for our Lord’s crucifixion. 

 

“And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” 
~Matthew 26:30 

+++ 


