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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

PALM SUNDAY 

April 2, 2023 
 

 

 

PRELUDE 

“Allegro” (arr. S.D. Wolff)         Trumpet:  Sam Ardovino 

             

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PALM SUNDAY GREETING  
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit T be with you all. 

  And with your spirit. 
 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 

gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy 

City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes 

again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and 

follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

  Amen. 
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THE PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL                                                       Matthew 21:1-13 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount 

of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in 

front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. 

Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 

‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill 

what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the 

donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of 

the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and 

that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he 

entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11And the 

crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

12And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the 

temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of 

those who sold pigeons. 13He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be 

called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.” 

 

RESPONSE  

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN       

 “All Glory Laud and Honor”                                                           LSB #442 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:30) 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

O God, when we could not come to You because of our lost condition,  

You came to us in the person of Your only Son, Jesus Christ.  He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the point of death on the cross, that we 

might behold You and again feel Your embrace.  Father in heaven hear us 

now as we confess our sins to You. 

O God, we approach Your throne of mercy because we know 

we are sinners.  We stand accused by Your Law.  Our thoughts 

have been rebellious and impure and have not focused on You.  

Our words have been unkind and unholy, and have failed to tell 

of Your love. Our deeds have been erroneous and selfish and 

we have not served You and others as we ought.  Forgive us 

and help us to live as Your people for Jesus’ sake. 

 

For your sake, Jesus, the Son of God, came into this world to give His life, 

to pay the price for your sin.  Because your King came and died for you, 

you are forgiven.  God daily and richly forgives us our sins and grants us 

new life through His Spirit.  Lord, be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 

graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.   

Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, You have poured 

out upon us Your never ending love by giving Your Son Jesus Christ into 

death for us.  He emptied Himself and became obedient even to the death 

of the cross.  Give us grace to share in His suffering and death so that we 

may be united with Him in His resurrection.  He lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

 Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT              Zechariah 9:9-10 
 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble 

and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the 

chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall 

be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to 

sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
RESPONSE (8:00 a.m.)     

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”                                                        LSB #525 (v. 1) 
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RESPONSE (10:30 a.m.)          Adult & Handbell Choirs 

 

“Shout Out the Glory of the Lord” 

(R. Thornhill & S. Nordmeyer) 

 

Reach for a palm, lift high a psalm. Shout out the glory of the Lord! 

Lay down your heart, let worship start. Shout out the glory of the Lord! 

Sing hosanna, blessed is the One Who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Ring hosanna, hail David’s Son. Long live the King forevermore.  

 

This is the day, make straight the way. 

Shout out the glory of the Lord, hosanna.  

Shout out the glory of the Lord! 

 

All glory, laud and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King! 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One. 

The King and Blessed One.  

 

Bring gifts of praise, loud anthems raise. Shout out the glory of the Lord! 

One mighty voice, sing and rejoice. Shout out the glory of the Lord! 

Sing hosanna, blessed is the One Who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Ring hosanna, hail David’s Son. Long live the King forevermore.  

 

This is the day, make straight the way. 

Shout out the glory of the Lord, hosanna.  

Shout out the glory of the Lord! 
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EPISTLE             Philippians 2:5-11 
 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God 

has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (8:00 a.m.) 
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SERMON HYMN                              

 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”                                                       LSB #441 (v. 1-3)   

 

 

 

 
SERMON                              “Crown Me or Crucify Me” 

Matthew 21:1-13 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 
OFFERING                       ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“No Tramp of Soldiers Marching Feet”                      LSB #444 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 
“Hosanna to the King Who Comes!” (10:30 a.m.)        Adult Choir 

Cello:  Payton Ahelmeyer 

Drums:  Melissa Phillips 

 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                                                LSB #549 (v. 1-5) 
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“O Worship the King”                     LSB #804 v. (1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.       

   The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.   

The Lord lift up his favor upon you and T give you peace.   

  Amen.  
 

CLOSING HYMN           

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                                                               LSB #443 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                      “Sinfonia”                                   arr. C. Callahan 


