
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 26, 2023



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

 
OPENING HYMN        

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                                LSB #575 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 



2 

 

INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Christ is the firstborn from the dead;             ~Colossians 1:18 

  The firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.     ~1 Cor. 15:20 
 

If we have died with Christ, 

  We shall also live with Him; 
 

If we are faithful to the end,  

  We shall reign with Him.           ~2 Timothy 2:11-12 
 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits 

  And in His word I hope; 
 

My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

  More than watchmen wait for the morning. 
 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

  And with Him is plentiful redemption.             ~Psalm 130:5-7 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

dee, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 



3 

 

as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner.  

Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and lead 

us to everlasting life.  
 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, by the suffering and death of your Son you redeemed this fallen 

world. Grant eternal joy to your faithful people whom you have delivered 

from the danger of everlasting death, through the same Jesus Christ, your 

Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen.  

  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE        

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                                   LSB #575 (v. 4) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he 

led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 

the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 

and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I 

looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 

and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus 

says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 

slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 

came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great 

army. 
11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut 
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off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will 

open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring 

you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my 

Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then 

you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the 

LORD.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)                                                             N. Elsey/R. Sterling 

“Jesus, Full of Grace” 

Precious Jesus, more full of grace than I of sin,  

Open Your arms and take me in. 

Great Redeemer, free me from my own selfish will, 

And love this faithless sinner still. 

Oh, Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You. 

Illuminate my heart ‘til Your love shines through. 

May Your perfect will be all I pursue. 

Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You. 

Patient Shepherd, You know the way to bring me back. 

Restore in me the faith I lack. 

Gentle Healer, please make my broken pieces whole,  

My fallen spirit to console. 

Oh, Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You. 

Illuminate my heart ‘til Your love shines through. 

May Your perfect will be all I pursue. 

Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You. 

The ruins of my soul repair.  

Please, make my heart Your house of prayer. 

Oh, Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You. 

Illuminate my heart ‘til Your love shines through. 

May your perfect will be all I pursue. 

Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You. 

Jesus, full of grace, make me more like You, more like You. 
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EPISTLE READING                                                                              Revelation 21:1-6 
 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 

nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he 

said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.  
 

            This is the Word of the Lord. 

                      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL PREPARATION VERSE   

“Lord of All Hopefulness”                                                                LSB #738 (v. 1,4)   
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                     John 11:17-27,38-44 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eleventh chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 
20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 

remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask 

from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me 

shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that 

you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 

four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 

see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes 

and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always 

hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a 
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loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands 

and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH    ~Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
  

What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 

and kept me in the true faith. 
  

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 

the one true faith. 
  

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 
  

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
  

This is most certainly true. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                          

“In Christ Alone”                                                                               Getty/Townend 
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SERMON     “Behold, I Am Making All Things New” 

Revelation 21:5 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 

 
OFFERING                              ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                ~inside back cover of the LSB hymnal 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 

 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 



11 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“O Blessed Spring”                                        LSB #595 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I Am the Bread of Life” (10:30 a.m.)       LCVH Adult Choir 

 

 

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                        LSB #809 
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“Beautiful Savior”                                        LSB #537 

 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name. 

  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        

 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”                                          LSB #348 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 


