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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SIMON AND HIS SAVIOR 

Portraits of the Passion from Peter for God’s People 
 

“Simon, put away your sword.”     ~Matthew 26:52 

 
PRELUDE                              

 
OPENING HYMN        

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                                                   LSB #449 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP  

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

(Peter said:) “Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.” 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

When He was insulted. 

He did not retaliate. 
 

When He suffered.  

He made no threats. 
 

No sin He committed. 

No deceit was found in His mouth. 
 

If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed. 

For the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
 

If you suffer because of the name of Christ, you are blessed. 

For the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
 

If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed. 

For the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  
 

Cast all your cares on Him. 

For He cares for you. 
 

You are filled with an inexpressible and glorious hope. 

We hope in Him to the end. Amen. 
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LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM                ~Confession: Part 4 
 

What is the Office of the Keys? 

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has 

given to His Church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant 

sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as 

long as they do not repent. 

  

Where is this written? 

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: 

The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  ~John 20:22–23 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those 

things that are good and acceptable in Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand 

ever guide us and Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to direct us in the 

knowledge and obedience of Your Word that we may obtain everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THEME HYMN  

“What Wondrous Love Is This”                                                    LSB #543 (v. 1-2,4) 
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PASSION READING                                                                             John 18:1-11 

 

(Jesus Arrested) 

 
1When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the 

Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there 

with his disciples. 3So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some 

officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and 

torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came 

forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5They answered him, “Jesus of 

Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing 

with them. 6When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the 

ground. 7So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of 

Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these 

men go.” 9This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you 

gave me I have lost not one.” 10Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and 

struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was 

Malchus.) 11So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink 

the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN  

“O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”                             LSB #439 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SERMON            “Simon, Put Away Your Sword” 

John 18:1-11 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 
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HYMN  

“O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”                             LSB #439 (v. 4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING                     ~may be left in the collection plates at the door as you exit 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER   
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

      against us; 

            and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        

“All Praise to Thee My God, This Night”                                       LSB #883 (v. 1-2,5) 

 

 

 

 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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About our Lenten series…. 
During our Midweek time together we will follow in the footsteps of Peter and witness the 

Passion.  Simon Peter is flawed in one moment and faithful in the next. In many ways he 

resembles our walk with Christ. But first and foremost he was a forgiven child of God, and  

so are you.  As we learn about Peter, we learn more about the love of God for flawed, faithful 

and forgiven disciples.    

Schedule 
March 1 “Simon, If I Do Not Wash You, You Have No Share with Me.” John 13:1-20  
  

March 8 “Simon, Satan Desires to Sift You Like Wheat.”   Luke 22:24-34  
 

March 15 “Simon, Are You Asleep? Can You Not Watch Just One Hour?  Mark 14:32-42  
 

March 22 “Simon, Put Away Your Sword!”     Mark 14:43-50 
 

March 29 “Simon, Before the Rooster Crows, You will Deny Me Three Times.”  

Matt. 26:69-75 

Parts of our Service  
*Call to Worship - echoes Peter’s great confession of faith, that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the 

living God. These words also bring to mind the “Alleluia Verse” that we often sing before the 

Gospel Lesson on Sunday mornings.   
 

*Opening Sentences - each week they will be based on the Epistles of Peter. Peter wrote two 

letters to fellow Christians; known simply as I and II Peter.  
 

*Luther’s Small Catechism - Lent is a season of repentance and renewal. Each week we will look 

at a catechetical review of Confession and Absolution, or forgiveness.  
 

*Theme Hymn – “What Wondrous Love” puts to mind the scene of Peter sinking in the Sea of 

Galilee after walking on water, especially verse 2. As the Lord lifted up Peter, so He continues to 

lift you up!  
 

*Passion Reading – follows the footsteps of Peter as we follow Christ to the cross.  
 

 *Hymns – help to convey the various themes drawn each night from God’s Word and retell the 

story of the Lord’s Pasion.  


