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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SIMON AND HIS SAVIOR 

Portraits of the Passion from Peter for God’s People 
 

“Simon, are you asleep? Can you not watch just one hour?”   ~Mark 14:37 

 

PRELUDE                              
 

OPENING HYMN        

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”                                                          LSB #451 
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INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

(Peter said:) “Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.” 

 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Stay awake and pray that you will not enter into temptation. 

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak! 

 

 For Christ died for our sins once for all. 

The righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God. 

 

He was put to death in the body. 

But made alive by the Spirit. 

 

For Christ died for our sins once for all. 

The righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God. 

 

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree.  

So that we might die to sin and live for righteousness.  

 

For we like sheep have gone astray.  

By His wounds we are healed. 

 



3 

 

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree.  

So that we might die to sin and live for righteousness.  

 

Stay awake and pray that you will not enter into temptation.  

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak! 

 
LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM                ~Confession: Part 3 
 

 Questions to consider when confessing: 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten 

Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, 

husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, 

unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or 

quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? 

Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any 

harm? 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward us 

sinners You have given us Your Son that, believing in Him, we might have 

everlasting life. Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may remain 

steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life everlasting; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
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THEME HYMN  

“What Wondrous Love Is This”                                                    LSB #543 (v. 1-2,4) 
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PASSION READING                                                                          Mark 14:32-42 

 
 

(Jesus Prays in Gethsemane) 
 

32And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit 

here while I pray.” 33And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began 

to be greatly distressed and troubled. 34And he said to them, “My soul is very 

sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 35And going a little farther, he 

fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 

him. 36And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup 

from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 37And he came and found them 

sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one 

hour? 38Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 

is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39And again he went away and prayed, saying the 

same words. 40And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 

very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 41And he came the third 

time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; 

the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42Rise, 

let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN  

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”                                                               LSB #436 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SERMON  

                

“Simon, Are You Asleep? Can You Not Watch Just One Hour?” 

Mark 14:32-42 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 
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HYMN  

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”                                                               LSB #436 (v. 3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING                     ~may be left in the collection plates at the door as you exit 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                        

“Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow”                                           LSB #880 (v. 1-2,5) 
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5 My loved ones, rest securely, 

For God this night will surely 

    From peril guard your heads. 

Sweet slumbers may He send you 

And bid His hosts attend you 

    And through the night watch o’er your beds. 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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About our Lenten series…. 
During our Midweek time together we will follow in the footsteps of Peter and witness the 

Passion.  Simon Peter is flawed in one moment and faithful in the next. In many ways he 

resembles our walk with Christ. But first and foremost he was a forgiven child of God, and  

so are you.  As we learn about Peter, we learn more about the love of God for flawed, faithful 

and forgiven disciples.    

Schedule 
March 1 “Simon, If I Do Not Wash You, You Have No Share with Me.” John 13:1-20  
  

March 8 “Simon, Satan Desires to Sift You Like Wheat.”   Luke 22:24-34  
 

March 15 “Simon, Are You Asleep? Can You Not Watch Just One Hour?  Mark 14:32-42  
 

March 22 “Simon, Put Away Your Sword!”     Mark 14:43-50 
 

March 29 “Simon, Before the Rooster Crows, You will Deny Me Three Times.”  

Matt. 26:69-75 

Parts of our Service  
*Call to Worship - echoes Peter’s great confession of faith, that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the 

living God. These words also bring to mind the “Alleluia Verse” that we often sing before the 

Gospel Lesson on Sunday mornings.   
 

*Opening Sentences - each week they will be based on the Epistles of Peter. Peter wrote two 

letters to fellow Christians; known simply as I and II Peter.  
 

*Luther’s Small Catechism - Lent is a season of repentance and renewal. Each week we will look 

at a catechetical review of Confession and Absolution, or forgiveness.  
 

*Theme Hymn – “What Wondrous Love” puts to mind the scene of Peter sinking in the Sea of 

Galilee after walking on water, especially verse 2. As the Lord lifted up Peter, so He continues to 

lift you up!  
 

*Passion Reading – follows the footsteps of Peter as we follow Christ to the cross.  
 

 *Hymns – help to convey the various themes drawn each night from God’s Word and retell the 

story of the Lord’s Pasion.  


