
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 12, 2023



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 12, 2023 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRPOCESSIONAL HYMN         

 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”                                          LSB # 435 (v. 1,3-4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled.” 
 

“O God, earnestly I seek You,  

my soul thirsts for You.” 
 

“As a deer pants for flowing water, 

so my soul pants for You, O God.” 
 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

 for they will be filled” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 

 
RESPONSE 

“Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing”          LSB #421 (v. 1,4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Jesus, Son of God the Father, Fount of Life, give Your living water to us 

who thirst, give us eternal life. Hear us in Your mercy, O Christ Jesus. With 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, we worship and glorify You, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Exodus 17:1-7 
 

(The Lord Provides Water from a Rock for the Wandering Children of Israel) 

 
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin 

by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, 

but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled 

with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do 

you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there 

for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring 

us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So 

Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 

to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking 

with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at 

Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the 

people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he 

called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of 

the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD 

among us or not?” 
 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  
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CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                                                                                    arr. J. Rouse 
 

“His Mercy Is More” 
 

What love could remember, no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum. 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore; 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more; 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.  

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam? 

What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more; 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.  

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us. 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 

We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford; 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more; 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.  

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more. 
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EPISTLE READING                         Revelation 22:1-7 
 

(River of Life in Heaven) 

 

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the 

city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 

yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations. 3No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 

the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4They will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And night will be no more. They will 

need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

reign forever and ever. 
6And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the 

God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what 

must soon take place.” 
7“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy of this book.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN  

“Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”                               LSB #423 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                               John 4:5-26 
 

(Woman at the Well) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

5So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from 

his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The 

Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, 

a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus 

answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 

‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 

water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 

the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our 
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father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and 

his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 

forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling 

up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will 

not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman 

answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 

have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is 

not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I 

perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but 

you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you 

do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the 

hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 

in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is 

spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman 

said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he 

comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                                              LSB #770 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                          “Living Water” 

John 4:5-26 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
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very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING                       ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

VOLUNTARY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  
 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                 LSB #425 

 

 

 

 
“I Then Shall Live” (10:30 a.m.)                  LCVH Adult Choir 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”                      LSB #729 

 

 

 
5 I am trusting Thee for power; 

    Thine can never fail. 

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me 

    Must prevail. 

 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

    Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever 

    And for all. 
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“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                LSB #702 

 

 

 
 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, Who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 

ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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BENEDICTION  

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                  

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”                                        LSB #918 

 

 

 

 

 


