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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills  

SIMON AND HIS SAVIOR 

Portraits of the Passion from Peter for God’s People 
 

“Simon, Satan desires to sift you like wheat.”   ~Luke 22:31 

 

PRELUDE                              

 

OPENING HYMN        

“Upon the Cross Extended”                                                          LSB #453 (v. 1-2,7) 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Your cross I place before me; 

Its saving pow’r restore me, 

     Sustain me in the test. 

It will, when life is ending, 

Be guiding and attending 

     My way to Your eternal rest. 
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INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

(Peter said:) “Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.” 

 
OPENING SENTENCES 

Be sober minded. Be watchful. 

Our adversary, the devil, prowls around like a lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 

 

Resist him, be firm in your faith!  

Our adversary, the devil, prowls around like a lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 

 

Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed, lest he fall. 

Our adversary, the devil, prowls around like a lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 

 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  

God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond 

what you can stand. 

 

With the testing He will provide a way of escape, that you may endure it! 

God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond 

what you can stand. 
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Cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.  

God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond 

what you can stand. 

 

And if you fall, God Himself will restore, renew and refresh you. 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

 

To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 

Amen. 

 
LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM                ~Confession: Part 2 
 

 What sins should we confess? 

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are 

not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the 

pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and 

feel in our hearts. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and everlasting God, through Your Son You have promised us 

forgiveness of sins and everlasting life. Govern our hearts by Your Holy 

Spirit that in our daily need, and especially in all time of temptation, we 

may seek Your help and, by true and lively faith in Your Word, obtain all 

that You have promised; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THEME HYMN  

“What Wondrous Love Is This”                                                    LSB #543 (v. 1-2,4) 
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PASSION READING                                                                           Luke 22:24-38 
 

(During the Passion Meal Jesus Warns the Disciples They Will Be Tempted) 
 

24A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as 

the greatest. 25And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship 

over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26But not so 

with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the 

leader as one who serves. 27For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or 

one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as 

the one who serves. 
28“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29and I assign to you, as 

my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30that you may eat and drink at my table in 

my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
31“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 

wheat, 32but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you 

have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33Peter said to him, “Lord, I am 

ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, 

the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 
35And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or 

sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36He said to them, “But 

now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the 

one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you that this 

Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ 

For what is written about me has its fulfillment.” 38And they said, “Look, Lord, here 

are two swords.” And he said to them, “It is enough.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN  

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”                                                    LSB #420 (v. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON    “Simon, Satan Desires to Sift You as Wheat” 

Luke 22:32-32 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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HYMN  

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”                                                    LSB #420 (v. 4-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
OFFERING                     ~may be left in the collection plates at the door as you exit 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                                                        LSB #425 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 



10 

 

About our Lenten series…. 
During our Midweek time together we will follow in the footsteps of Peter and witness the 

Passion.  Simon Peter is flawed in one moment and faithful in the next. In many ways he 

resembles our walk with Christ. But first and foremost he was a forgiven child of God, and  

so are you.  As we learn about Peter, we learn more about the love of God for flawed, faithful 

and forgiven disciples.    

Schedule 
March 1 “Simon, If I Do Not Wash You, You Have No Share with Me.” John 13:1-20  
  

March 8 “Simon, Satan Desires to Sift You Like Wheat.”   Luke 22:24-34  
 

March 15 “Simon, Are You Asleep? Can You Not Watch Just One Hour?  Mark 14:32-42  
 

March 22 “Simon, Put Away Your Sword!”     Mark 14:43-50 
 

March 29 “Simon, Before the Rooster Crows, You will Deny Me Three Times.”  

Matt. 26:69-75 

Parts of our Service  
*Call to Worship - echoes Peter’s great confession of faith, that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the 

living God. These words also bring to mind the “Alleluia Verse” that we often sing before the 

Gospel Lesson on Sunday mornings.   
 

*Opening Sentences - each week they will be based on the Epistles of Peter. Peter wrote two 

letters to fellow Christians; known simply as I and II Peter.  
 

*Luther’s Small Catechism - Lent is a season of repentance and renewal. Each week we will look 

at a catechetical review of Confession and Absolution, or forgiveness.  
 

*Theme Hymn – “What Wondrous Love” puts to mind the scene of Peter sinking in the Sea of 

Galilee after walking on water, especially verse 2. As the Lord lifted up Peter, so He continues to 

lift you up!  
 

*Passion Reading – follows the footsteps of Peter as we follow Christ to the cross.  
 

 *Hymns – help to convey the various themes drawn each night from God’s Word and retell the 

story of the Lord’s Pasion.  


