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-Enter in Silence- 

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church 

begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention 

is also directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special 

devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that 

dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. Let us 

pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in 

the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us that 

we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and 

truth. 

 
+++ 
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PRELUDE 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR WORSHIP 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

“Hear Me, O My Precious Love”                             Choir 

 
OPENING HYMN                     

“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”                       LSB #418 (v. 1,4) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

Peace be to this house and all who enter. 

Amen. 
 

God the Father in heaven, 

have mercy. 
 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

have mercy. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 

have mercy. 
 

Be gracious to us. 

Spare us, good Lord. 
 

Be gracious to us.  

Help us, good Lord. 

 

PSALMODY                       ~Psalm 130 
 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lords who could stand? 

  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

 O Lord, out of the depths I cry to You! 

O Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice 

of my please for mercy! 

 

My soul waits for the Lord, and in His word I hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord more than watchman for the 

morning. 
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O Israel hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and 

plentiful redemption. 

 O Israel, He will redeem you from all your iniquities. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lords who could stand? 

  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 
BLESSING ON THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Lord, let these ashes be a reminder to us that we are but dust. May these 

ashes imprinted on our foreheads remind us of our mortality and by Your 

holy Word may we be brought to true repentance, trusting solely in Christ 

as the source of our eternal salvation. May our Lenten journey, begun this 

day, continue to propel us forward to the victorious day of resurrection 

and triumph. 

  Amen. 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 
~the Hymn on the following page is sung during Imposition~ 
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HYMN 

“Savior, When in Dust to Thee”                       LSB #419 
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OLD TESTAMENT                     Joel 2:12-18 
 

(Return to the Lord Who is Merciful) 
 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your 

garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14Who 

knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a 

grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 15Blow the trumpet in 

Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate 

the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the 

vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, 

“Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword 

among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 

God?’” 18Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                   2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 

(Not Counting Our Sins Against Us) 
 

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 

us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM             J. Althouse 

“Lenten Meditation” 
 

Jesus Christ, my Savior lived for me, and died,  

Source of my salvation, yet was crucified. 

Peace that knows no measure:  this by faith I see. 

Love that knows no ending; Jesus died for me. 

Lord, O Lord, we renew our commitment these forty nights and days.  

And Lord, O Lord, by Your grace help us change our sinful ways. 

Hear me now, Lord Jesus:  I will never stray. I will never wander.  

Hear me, as I pray:  free me now from darkness. Cleanse me now from sin. 

Pardon my transgressions. Make me pure within. 

Lord, O Lord, we renew our commitment these forty nights and days. 

And Lord, O Lord, Your grace help us change our sinful ways. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21 

 

(Proper Heart Concerning Christian Piety) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 

order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who 

is in heaven. 
2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by 

others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give to 

the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that 

your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand 

and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by 

others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, 
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go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. 

And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 16[Jesus said:] “And when you 

fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 

their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 

reward.  17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your 

fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN               

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”                                                          LSB #609 (v. 1-2) 
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SERMON                          “Setting the Record Straight” 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

Psalm 130:3 

 
SERMON HYMN               

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”                                                           LSB #609 (v. 4,7) 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
OFFERING          ~taken at the door 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH           ~Psalm 51 

Almighty and merciful God, we approach Your throne of grace today as 

sinners who require Your cleansing.  

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love, according to 

Your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be 

whiter than snow. 

Christ, have mercy.  

 

Hide Your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. 

Lord, have mercy.  

 

Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Cast us not away from Your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 

us. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. 

Christ, have mercy. 
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Then we will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. 

Lord, grant us your grace both to will and to do what pleases 

you. 

 

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus, who cleanses us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Amen.                             

 
LORD’S PRAYER       

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen.  

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Let My Prayer Rise Before You”                   Choir 
 

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”             LSB #611 

 

 

 

 

 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Lord Jesus, Think on Me”                        LSB #610 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from 

their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the 

frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to 

dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the 

promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
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HYMN           

“Abide with Me”                                                                           LSB #878 (v. 1-2,6) 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
-Depart in Silence- 
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing 
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