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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
  

January 22, 2023 
 

 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRPOCESSIONAL HYMN         

 “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”                                               LSB # 826 (v. 1-3) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

good news.” 

 

How are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

good news.” 

 

How are they to hear without someone preaching? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

good news.” 

 

How are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

good news.” 

 

HYMN         

 “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”                                                   LSB # 826 (v. 4) 

 

4 Let none hear you idly saying, 

    “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying 

    And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, 

    Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, 

    “Here am I, send me, send me!” 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You 

have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may 

proclaim the good news of Your salvations so that all who hear it may 

receive the gift of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

(The Word of God Does Not Return Empty) 
 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

shall break forth into singing, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30)                              J.M. Martin 

“A Jubilant Call to Praise” 
 

Rise and sing the Light has come. See the glory of the morning sun. 

Let your music fill this place. Wake with dawn with shouts of praise! 

Rise and sing the Light has come. O, sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord. 

Sing a joyful, jubilant song! 
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People, lift a glad refrain. Let your alleluias live again. 

Come, proclaim what God has done; all your voices now as one. 

Rise and sing the Light has come. O, sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord.  

Sing a joyful, jubilant song! 

 

Come and join the celebrations. This is the day that God has made. 

Join your praise with all creations! Sing unto the lord, sing unto the Lord. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song. 

 

Praise the Lord who sets us free! Praise the wonders of His majesty! 

Laud and glorify the name. All His mighty works proclaim. 

Rise and sing the Light has come. O, sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord.  

Sing a joyful, jubilant song! 

O, sing unto the Lord! Sing unto the Lord! 

Praise God with joyful jubilant song! 

 
EPISTLE READING                  Romans 1:15-17 
 

(Christians Have Confidence in Sharing the Gospel because It Is the Power of God) 
 

15So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 

righteous shall live by faith.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION HYMN  

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”             LSB 856 (v. 1,4)  

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 4:18-22 

 

(Jesus Calls the First Disciples) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

   Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called 

Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21And going on from there 
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he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the 

boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED      

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Lift High the Cross”                                                                        LSB #837 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                        “Fishers of Men” 

Matthew 4:18-22 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Lift High the Cross”                                                                        LSB #837 (v. 4-5) 
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5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 
OFFERING                       ~please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering 

 

OFFERTORY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

“Lamb of God”                LSB #550 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
~please be seated~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                                LSB #618 

 

 

 

 

 
“The Summons” (10:30)         Adult Choir 

 

~Distribution Hymns Continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 
 

“What Is This Bread”               LSB #629 
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“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”                  LSB #632 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. We ask that they may 

come to a saving knowledge of the cross of Christ. Sustain, inspire and 

renew Your servants who share the Gospel. Raise up new missionaries near 

and far. Make us witnesses full of love, strength and compassion for Your 

glory and for the salvation of our neighbor. In the name of Jesus Christ we 

pray.  

Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION AND COMMISSIONING 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN                  

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                                                 LSB #643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


