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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the classrooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

First Sunday after Christmas 
January 1, 2023 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN            

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                          LSB #379 (v. 1-3) 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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PSALMODY                                       ~select verses from Psalm 111 

 

Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

 

Great are the works of the LORD, 

studied by all who delight in them. 

 

Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

and his righteousness endures forever. 

 

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

all his precepts are trustworthy; 

 

He sent redemption to his people; 

he has commanded his covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is his name! 
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GLORIA PATRI  

 

 
KYRIE  

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS        
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

    
   

 

Gracious God of endings and beginnings, we commit to Your grace and 

forgiveness the year now completed and commend to Your kindness and 

love the year now beginning. Throughout the coming weeks and months 

make the presence of Your Holy Spirit known in our lives, drawing us ever 

closer to Jesus, our Lord and our Redeemer, in whose wondrous name we 

make all of our beginnings.  
 

   

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Isaiah 63:7-14 

(The Lord’s Mercy Remembered and Recounted in the Exodus from Egypt) 

7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 

according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 

And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 

and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
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10But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 

and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people. 

Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 

with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 

to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 

to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 

they did not stumble. 
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 

the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 

to make for yourself a glorious name. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE READING                             Galatians 4:4-7 

(Jesus Was Born to Fulfill the Law of Moses) 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but 

a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL             Matthew 2:13-23 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

    

 

(The Flight to Egypt) 

 

13 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 

Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, 

to destroy him.”  
14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord 

had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 

furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 

region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 

prophet Jeremiah: 
18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
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19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land 

of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took 

the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 

Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 

go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 
23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the 

prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

   

 
APOSTLES’ CREED         

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                                  LSB #361 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                       

“Things Aren’t Going As Planned! Or Are They?” 

Matthew 2:13-23 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING 
 

~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering~ 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 O merciful heavenly Father, by Your grace we enter another new year. 

  We praise and glorify Your holy name. 

 

By Your creative power You have sustained our lives and protected us 

through many dangers.  

 For Your abundant blessings we give You most hearty thanks. 
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Assured of the forgiveness of our sins through the name of Your Son 

Jesus, we take another step into the future. 

Although we do not know what lies ahead, we proceed with 

confidence, trusting You to be with us.  

 

Whether the year ahead brings sickness or health, poverty or riches, 

sadness or joy,  

 We know that You will give us guidance and strength. 

 

In accordance with Your will at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

Use us to tell the world that You have highly exalted Him above 

every other name. 

 

To this end bless the witness of Your Church on earth.  

May the members of our congregation and church body 

proclaim His name through all the world. 

 

Grant unity, peace, and love to Your people that their witness might be 

accepted with open hearts.   {Special intercessions} 

 

O Lord, grant peace among the nations in the year ahead.  

Grant that we may proceed in harmony with the mission You 

have placed before us. 

 

Assure us that You are with us in all our trials, setbacks, and victories. 

 This we ask in the name of Your Son Jesus. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated for the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“What Child Is This”               LSB #370 
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“Away in a Manger”                                      LSB #365 

 

 

 

 

 
“God Loves Me Dearly”                                                     LSB #392 
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POST COMMUNION COLLECT                Collect for Grace read in unison 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same 

with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 

neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being 

ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Joy to the World”                                                                     LSB #387 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


