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December 25, 2022 
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PRELUDE 
 

OPENING HYMN 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                LSB #379 (v. 1,3-4) 
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THE INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT            ~Psalm 24:7-10 
 Lift up your heads, O gates!  

And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in.  

 

Who is this King of glory?  

The LORD, strong and mighty,  

the LORD, mighty in battle!  

 

Lift up your heads, O gates!  

And lift them up, O ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in.  

 

Who is this King of glory?  

The LORD of hosts,  

He is the King of glory! 

 
CAROL 

“Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”           LSB #390 (v. 1) 
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT              ~Isaiah 35:1-3 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;  

the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the rose;  
 

it shall blossom abundantly  

and rejoice with joy and singing.  
 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,  

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  
 

They shall see the glory of the LORD,  

the majesty of our God.  

 

CAROL 

“Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”           LSB #390 (v. 2) 
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jesus, our Immanuel, You dwell with us, but how can we abide in your dwelling? 

For we are sinful people, unworthy of your presence, unready for your 

coming, undeserving of your mercy.  

 

For we are guilty of sin by thought, word, and action, and merit only misery and 

death. 

Yet we seek your forgiveness for the sake of your own divine love 

shown to us in Jesus Christ. In humble repentance we ask you to dwell 

among us with your forgiving presence.  

 

Jesus has ransomed us from sin and death by dying on the cross and rising from 

the grave. Therefore, it is my joy to announce that your all your sins are forgiven 

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

Hail to the Prince of Peace! The Son of Righteousness shines in our 

hearts, giving light and life.  

 
CAROL 

“Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”           LSB #390 (v. 3) 
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, you have made yourself known to us and our world in your son 

Jesus Christ. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the old 

slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 

CAROL 

“Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”           LSB #390 (v. 4) 

 

 

 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING              Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

7How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 

who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

the return of the LORD to Zion. 
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9Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

the salvation of our God. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
THE EPISTLE READING                                                               Hebrews 1:1-6 
 

1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is 

the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much 

superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? 

6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL PREPARATION CAROL 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”           LSB #380 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                                                      Matthew 1:18-25 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 

considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
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saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had 

given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                           ~John 1:1-16 
 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 

him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 

world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did 

not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he 

of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 

was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming”               LSB #368 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 

 
THE SERMON 

“The Rose I Have in Mind” 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 
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RESPONSE 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”            LSB #361 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING 

We invite you to give your offerings and gifts of love in the plates by the door as you exit. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 
SENDING CAROL 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”                                         LSB #388  

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 


