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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 18, 2022 

 

 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

~Please stand and face the Processional Cross~ 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  

Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

All those who await His appearance pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus.   
 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord, Jesus. 
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OPENING HYMN               

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                                                  LSB #380 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING SENCTENCES 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

And His name shall be called: 
 

Wonderful Counselor.  

Mighty God.   
 

Everlasting Father. 

Prince of Peace.   
 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   -Isaiah 9:2, and 60:3, 19-20 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned.  

 

~Advent Wreath Is Lit While Singing Hymn~ 

 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                              LSB #357 (v.1) 

 

 

 

 

 
And the nations will come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
 

The sun will be no more your light by day, 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten 

Son, that at His coming we may worship Him in spirit and truth, for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen.    

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   

“Hark the Glad Sound”                         LSB #349 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                         Isaiah 11:1-9 
 

(The King of Peace Is Coming) 
 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
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3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)       J. M. Martin/J. P. Williams 
 

“Waiting for a King” 
 

Waiting for a King; when will He come? 

Waiting for a King; God’s holy One. 

Will the world be ready? Is His advent near? 

Waiting for a King; when will He appear? 
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Waiting for a King; when will He come? 

Waiting for a King; God’s only Son.  

Will the world receive Him? Will He stand alone? 

Waiting for a King to come and take His throne. 

 

In the fullness of time the Prince of Peace will come,   

The promised Messiah, God’s chosen One. 

For those who are righteous, hope will be restored. 

Their eyes will be opened, eyes will be opened,  

Eyes will be opened; they will know the Lord. 

 

Waiting for a King, ruling in might. 

Waiting for a King to shine in our night. 

Will the world be ready when He comes to stay? 

Waiting for a King; will this be the day? 

 

 

 

EPISTLE LESSON                                                                          Ephesians 2:14-18 

(Christ Is Our Peace) 
 

14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in 

his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments 

and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, 

so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the 

cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who 

were far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have 

access in one Spirit to the Father.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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MAGNIFICAT—“Song of Mary” 

“My Soul Rejoices”               LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                        Luke 2:8-14 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(Each Week We Hear One of the “Four Songs of Christmas”:  

Today we Listen to the “Song of the Angels”) 

 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 

angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

THEME HYMN  

 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                                            LSB #366 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

SERMON                            
 

Sermon Series:  “Royal Names for a Royal Child” 
 

Part 4:  Prince of Peace 

Isaiah 9:6 
 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
 

~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering~ 

 
VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (10:30 a.m.)      LCVH Adult Choir 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”                       LSB #368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”            LSB #367 
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“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                    LSB #393 

 

 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

   Amen. 

 

~the service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN                      

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”                                                                       LSB #388 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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CHRISTMAS BRUNCH 

TODAY between services in the Fellowship Hall 

No sign up required, all are welcome! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Friday, December 23rd, 6:00 p.m.—Candlelight Service 

Saturday, December 24th, 4:00 p.m.—Family Candlelight Service 

Saturday, December 24th, 7:30 p.m.—Festival Candlelight Service 

(Prelude Music for the Festival Service begins at 7:00 p.m.) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 25th, 10:00 a.m. 

(one service only, no Children or Adult Sunday School) 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP 

Saturday, December 31st, 6:00 p.m. 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY WORSHIP 

Sunday, January 1st, 10:00 a.m. 

(one service only, no Children or Adult Sunday School) 
 

 


