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PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 11, 2022 

8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  

Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

All those who await His appearance pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus.   

 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord, Jesus. 
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OPENING HYMN               

“Away in a Manger”                                                                                    LSB #365 

 

 

 

 

 
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

OPENING SENCTENCES 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

And His name shall be called: 
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Wonderful Counselor.  

Mighty God.   

 

Everlasting Father. 

Prince of Peace.   

 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   -Isaiah 9:2, and 60:3, 19-20 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned.  

 

~Advent Wreath Is Lit While Singing Hymn~ 

 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                              LSB #357 (v.1) 

 

 

 

 

 
And the nations will come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
 

The sun will be no more your light by day, 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light! 

 



5 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten 

Son, that at His coming we may worship Him in spirit and truth, for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen.    

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   

“Hark the Glad Sound”                         LSB #349 (v. 1) 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                    Psalm 103:8-13 
 

(As a Father Has Compassion on His Children, so the Lord Has Compassion) 
 

8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9He will not always chide, 

nor will he keep his anger forever. 

10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

12as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

13As a father shows compassion to his children, 

so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE LESSON                                                                               Titus 3:4-7 

(Mercy Moved God to Save Us) 
 

4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he 

saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being 

justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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MAGNIFICAT—“Song of Mary” 

“My Soul Rejoices”               LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                    Luke 2:25-32 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(Each Week We Hear One of the “Four Songs of Christmas”:  

Today We Listen to the “Song of Simeon”) 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit 

into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed 

God and said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CATECHISM 

The Second Article 

Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

  

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

all eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my 

Lord, 

  

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased 

and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the 

devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 

and with His innocent suffering and death, 

  

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 

serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, 

  

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

  

This is most certainly true. 
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THEME HYMN  

 “Once in Royal David’s City”                                                      LSB #376 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SERMON                            
 

Sermon Series:  “Royal Names for a Royal Child” 

 

Part 3:  Everlasting Father 

Isaiah 9:6 
 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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RESPONSE 

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”             LSB #350 (v. 1)  

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING 

 
~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering~ 

 
VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                      

“Prepare the Royal Highway”                                                       LSB #343 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Dick Hoyt pushing his son, Rick, during the Boston Marathon in 2001. 


