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The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 4, 2022 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

~Please stand and face the Processional Cross~ 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  

Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

All those who await His appearance pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus.   
 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord, Jesus. 

 

OPENING HYMN               

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”                                    LSB #358 (v. 1,3,5,13) 

 

 

 
 

~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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5.  “These are the signs that you shall mark: 

      The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

      There you will find the infant laid 

      By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

13.  Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

       Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

       A quiet chamber set apart 

       For You to dwell within my heart. 

 

NVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

OPENING SENCTENCES 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

And His name shall be called: 
 

Wonderful Counselor.  

Mighty God.   
 

Everlasting Father. 

Prince of Peace.   
 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



2 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   -Isaiah 9:2, and 60:3, 19-20 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned.  
 

~Advent Wreath Is Lit While Singing Hymn~ 
 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                              LSB #357 (v.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

And the nations will come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
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The sun will be no more your light by day, 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten 

Son, that at His coming we may worship Him in spirit and truth, for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen.    
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   

“Hark the Glad Sound”                         LSB #349 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                      Isaiah 40:1-10 

(Comfort for God’s People) 
 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 

iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all 

her sins. 
3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
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4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its 

beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the 

cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his 

reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.) 

“We Wait”            R.E. Schram 

 

EPISTLE LESSON                                                                          Ephesians 6:10-12 

(Be Strong in the Mighty Power of the Lord) 
 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 

devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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MAGNIFICAT—“Song of Mary” 

“My Soul Rejoices”               LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                      Luke 1:67-79 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the first chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(Each Week We Hear One of the “Four Songs of Christmas”:  

Today we Listen to the “Song of Zechariah” at the birth of John the Baptist) 
 

67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 

and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 
75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
THEME HYMN  

 “Savior of the Nations, Come”                                              LSB #332 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                            
 

Sermon Series:  “Royal Names for a Royal Child” 
 

Part 2:  Mighty God 

Isaiah 9:6 
 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 

 

~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering~ 

 

VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“On Christmas Morning Children Sing” (10:30 a.m.)      LCVH Adult Choir 

 
“What Child Is This”                                            LSB #370 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”             LSB #374 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 
 

“Let Our Gladness Have No End”                                LSB #381 

 

 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                      

“Prepare the Royal Highway”                                                       LSB #343 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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