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The season of Advent prepares us for the coming of Christ. As we journey through this 

Advent season, we will also use the church tradition of Visio Divina. The practice of Visio 

Divina, “divine seeing” in Latin, invites us to remember and reflect on God’s work 

through the use of visual art. The psalmist David invites us to take moments of reflection 

to ponder not how God fits into our story, but instead how we fit into the heavenly story 

of redemption that God has been writing since the beginning.  

 

My soul will be satisfied…and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, when I remember 

you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night; for you have been my 

help, and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy.  

 Psalm 63:5–7. 

 

We often use words as a way to connect with ideas, but we can also use imagery as well. 

Before the sermon each week, there will be an image for you to reflect on. Spend some 

time with the image. A great question when it comes to art is "what does this mean?" An 

even better question is "what does this image reveal about God?"  

 

As you look at the cover image, wonder: 

-What stands out the most to you in this image? 

-If you could give this art a title, what would it be? 

-How could we use this image and our words to talk with someone who loves us—a 

friend, someone in your family, or God? 

 

This Advent series is titled “Worthy is the Lamb,” and at first glance, that may strike you 

as a Lenten theme. What does the Lamb of God have to do with Advent? The seasons of 

Advent and Lent are both penitential seasons which the Church uses to prepare for the 

coming of Christ. In Lent we prepare for Jesus’ death and resurrection; in Advent we 

focus on Jesus’ birth. And in both seasons, we anxiously await that day where Jesus will 

return to reign over all creation.  

 

I invite you to think about how John the Baptist focuses on Jesus coming into the world. 

Why does it matter for you that Jesus is coming?  

 

May our coming Lord bless your Advent reflection and preparation in this season.  

-Vicar Andrew 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

John the Baptist, the herald of our Lord Jesus Christ, prepares us for this Advent season 

 

I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of world! 

 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of world! 

 

and the crooked places shall become straight, and the rough places shall 

become level ways. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of world! 

 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, 

Who was and who is and who is to come. Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN        

 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                                                          LSB #344 

 

 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Holy and gracious God, 

I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 

ashamed—but some is known only to you. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore and restore me 

that I may rest in peace. 

 

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ and in him we are 

forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve him. 

Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Heavenly Father, as you heard the prayers of your people Israel in Egypt 

and rescued them, so also hear our prayers as we look to you for strength. 

Comfort us in our loneliness, and remind us of your good promises to 

rescue us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 Amen. 

 
HYMN 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”          LSB #357 (v. 1-2) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                      Exodus 2:23-25, 3:7-9 
 

23During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel 

groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from 

slavery came up to God. 24And God heard their groaning, and God remembered 

his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25God saw the people of 

Israel—and God knew. 
7Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 

Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their 

sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 

Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9And now, behold, the cry 

of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with 

which the Egyptians oppress them.  
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

MAGNIFICAT 

“My Soul Rejoices”               LSB #933 
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GOSPEL READING                                                                                John 1:29-31 

 
29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  
30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 

he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came 

baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSE 

Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch 

This is the name by which he will be called: the Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land 

This is the name by which he will be called: the Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

This is the name by which he will be called: the Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                           LSB #338 
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SERMON                                 

“How Long O Lord!” 

Psalm 13:1 

Vicar Andrew Frerichs 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING 

We invite you to give your offerings and gifts of love in the plates by the door as you exit. 
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LITANY AND PRAYER 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN           

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”               LSB #348 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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