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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of  Vestavia Hills 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

November 27, 2022 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

~Please stand and face the Processional Cross~ 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  

Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

All those who await His appearance pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus.   
 

The whole creation pleads.  

Come, Lord, Jesus. 
 

OPENING HYMN               

“The Advent of Our King”                                                                           LSB #331 

 

 

 

~the hymn continues on the following page~ 
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5.  Before the dawning day 

     Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

     The sinful self be put away, 

     The new self now put on. 

6.  All glory to the Son, 

     Who comes to set us free, 

     With Father, Spirit, ever on 

     Through all eternity. 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

OPENING SENCTENCES 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.  

And His name shall be called: 
 

Wonderful Counselor.  

Mighty God.   
 

Everlasting Father. 

Prince of Peace.   
 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   -Isaiah 9:2, and 60:3, 19-20 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned.  

 

~Advent Wreath Is Lit While Singing Hymn~ 

 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                              LSB #357 (v.1) 
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And the nations will come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
 

The sun will be no more your light by day, 

but the Lord will be your everlasting light! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten 

Son, that at His coming we may worship Him in spirit and truth, for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

Amen.    

 

HYMN OF PRAISE   

“Hark the Glad Sound”                         LSB #349 (v. 1) 

 

 

 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                           Isaiah 9:1-7 

(For Unto Us a Child is Born) 
 

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
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latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 

divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled 

in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE LESSON                                                                               Galatians 4:4-7 

(In the Fullness of Time God Sent His Son) 
 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but 

a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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MAGNIFICAT—“Song of Mary” 

“My Soul Rejoices”               LSB #933 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                    Luke 1:46-55 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the first chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(Each Week We Hear One of the “Four Songs of Christmas”:  

Today we Listen to the “Song of Mary”) 

46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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THEME HYMN  

 “Once in Royal David’s City”                                                      LSB #376 (v. 1-2,4) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SERMON                            
 

Sermon Series:  “Royal Names for a Royal Child” 

 

Part 1:  Wonderful Counselor 

Isaiah 9:2 

 

Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer 
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NICENE CREED 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 

He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
 

~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the Offering~ 

 
VOLUNTARY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Once He Came in Blessing”                       LSB #333 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

~the Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”             LSB #347 
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“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”           LSB #348 

 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

   Amen. 

 
 

~the service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN                      

“Prepare the Royal Highway”                                                       LSB #343 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 


