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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com 

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Christ the King Sunday 
November 13, 2022 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN        

 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                                                    LSB #525 (v. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION  
 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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ACCLAMATION OF THE KING      ~Psalm 95:1-7 

 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 

For the LORD is a great God, 

and a great King above all gods. 

 

In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

the heights of the mountains are his also. 

 

The sea is his, for he made it, 

and his hands formed the dry land. 

 

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and everlasting God, it is Your will to restore all things to Your 

beloved Son, Whom You anointed King of all creation. Unite all the people 

of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, under the glorious and 

gentle rule of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 



5 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                         

 “Come, Thou Almighty King”                                                         LSB #905 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                  Daniel 7:13-14 
 

(The Everlasting Kingdom of the Son of Man) 
 

13I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 there came one like a son of man, and he came 

 to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 
14And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM  (10:30 a.m.)                           L. Larson 
 

“O Worship the Lord” 

 

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 

 Worship the Lord in spirit and truth.  

Lift your voice in praise; come and kneel in devotion. 

Worship the Lord; come and worship the Lord. 

 

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.  

Worship the Lord in Spirit and truth. 

Lift your voice in praise; come and kneel in devotion. 

Worship the Lord; come and worship the Lord. 

 

O worship the King, all glorious above;  

O gratefully sing His power and His love; 

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,  

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise! 

 

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 

Worship the Lord in spirit and truth. 

Lift your voice in praise; come and kneel in devotion.  

Worship the Lord; come and worship the Lord. 

Worship the Lord; come and worship the Lord. 
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EPISTLE READING                                                                  Colossians 1:15-19 
 

(The Preeminence of Christ) 
 

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell. 
 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA VERSE 

 “Seek Ye First”                                                                                   LSB #712 (v. 1) 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                               Matthew 6:28-34 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the sixth chapter. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(Seek First the Kingdom of God) 
 

28And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 

they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 

more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 

‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the 

Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you. 
34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 

itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CATECHISM              The Lord’s Prayer:  Second Petition 

Thy kingdom come. 
 

What does this mean? 

The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our 

prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 
 

How does God’s kingdom come? 

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His 

Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and 

lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                                             LSB #549 (v. 1-3,7) 

 

 

 

 
7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

[We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all.] 

 
SERMON                             “Seek First the Kingdom” 

Matthew 6:33 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 
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OFFERING 

 
~Please sign the Record of Fellowship during the offering~ 

 
VOLUNTARY 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 

 
~Please be seated for the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Name of All Majesty”              LCVH Adult Choir (10:30 a.m.) 

 
“O Worship the King”           LSB #804 (v. 1-4) 
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“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                   LSB #790 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”            LSB #802 
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NEW MEMBER RECEPTION 

 

Gretchen Bollar 

Janet & Don Draiss 

Jonathan Hartley 

Lauren Smith 

Ruth Smith 

Jacob Wallace 

 
BLESSING  

 The Lord bless you and keep you; 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 
~The service continues on the following page with the Sending Hymn~ 
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SENDING HYMN           

“Beautiful Savior”                         LSB #537 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 


