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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25, 2022 

 
OPENING HYMN 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                              LSB #790 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP             -Psalm 46:1 and Psalm 121  
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble.  
 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

where does my help come from?  

 

My help comes from the Lord, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your foot slip— 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 

indeed, he who watches over Israel 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

The Lord watches over you— 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 

the sun will not harm you by day, 

nor the moon by night. 
 

The Lord will keep you from all harm— 

he will watch over your life; 
 

the Lord will watch over your coming and going 

both now and forevermore. 
 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. Amen.  



 

 

DOXOLOGY 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           LSB #805 

 

 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Heavenly Father, You are the merciful Lord. We pray that by Your grace, 

You will listen to us when we call on You. You are the One that helps the 

helpless, defends the defenseless, and is the father of the fatherless. Give 

strength in our weakness, we pray, so that we find our Sabbath rest even 

in this restless world. Hear us for the sake of His name.  

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                     Isaiah 41:8-10 
 

(The Lord Reassures Israel that in Their Day of Trouble He Will Help Them) 
 

8But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of 

Abraham, my friend; 9you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called 

from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you 

and not cast you off”; 10fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 

God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)                 arr. R. Sterling 
 

“The Love of Christ” 
 

If I could speak the love of Christ, my Lord and Master crucified, 

 I’d testify His precious blood became a cleansing, crimson flood;  

the sinner’s healing tide. 
 

If I could sing the love of Christ, if such a song I’d ever find, 

Each note would soar on eagle’s wings to praise with angels as they sing, 

The Savior of mankind. 



 

 

But, should I sing for all my days the brightest melody,  

How could I say in songs of praise all Christ has done for me? 

So I must live the love of Christ, and go where Christ alone would go. 

I’ll bear His cross and share His pain without the hope of worldly gain;  

No greater love I’ll show. 

 

But, should I sing for all my days the brightest melody, 

How could I say in songs of praise all Christ has done for me? 

So I must live the love of Christ, and go where Christ alone would go. 

I’ll bear His cross and share His pain, without the hope of worldly gain; 

No greater love I’ll show. 

No greater love I’ll show, no greater love I’ll show. 

 
EPISTLE LESSON            2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
 

(God of All Comfort) 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 

and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be 

able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 

ourselves are comforted by God. 5For as we share abundantly in Christ’s 

sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 6If we are 

afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for 

your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same 

sufferings that we suffer. 7Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you 

share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN   

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”         LSB #793 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                  Luke 16:19-31 

 

(The Account of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  

The Name ‘Lazarus’ Means: “One Whom God Helps”) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
19[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day.  



 

 

20And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who 

desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the 

dogs came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by the 

angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23and in Hades, 

being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his 

side. 24And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 

to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in 

this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime 

received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is 

comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26And besides all this, between us and 

you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here 

to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 27And he said, 

‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28for I have five 

brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of 

torment.’ 29But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear 

them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the 

dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the 

Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN   

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”         LSB #793 (v. 3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
SERMON         

“Help of the Helpless” 

Luke 16:19-31 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNION PREPARATION VERSE 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”         LSB #633 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  
 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

(The Distribution Hymns Reflect Our Thanksgiving for the LCVH Mother’s Day Out Ministry) 

 

“Your Love Is Changing the World” (10:30 a.m.)         LCVH Adult Choir 



 

 

“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”                                   LSB #740 

 

 

 

 

 
“Jesus Loves Me”                                                      LSB #588 

 

 

 
~Hymn continues on the following page~ 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

 

 

 
“Children of the Heavenly Father”                                LSB #725 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

“Christ Be My Leader”                               LSB #861 

 

 

 

 
+ THANKSGIVING FOR THE NEW MOTHER’S DAY OUT PLAYGROUND + 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN   

“Abide with Me”                                                     LSB #878 (v. 1-2,5-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


