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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Classes meets in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. Children,                                     

        Confirmation, and Youth classes also meet at 9:15 a.m. in the class rooms downstairs.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The common cup will be offered to those who do not take an 

individual cup. The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in consideration of 

persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion instruction are 

invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 18, 2022 

 
OPENING HYMN 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                 LSB #802 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  
 

For there is no other name under heaven, given among men, by which we 

are saved.  

For there is salvation in no one else.          ~ Acts 4:12  
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I am the Lord; that is my name! 

I am the Lord, I will not yield my glory to another or my praise 

to idols.             ~Isaiah 42:8 

 

O Lord, there is none like Thee, 

O Lord, there is no God beside Thee.     ~I Chron.17:20  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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PSALM 100 

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”                   LSB #791 (v. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them 

to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   1 Samuel 5:1-4 
 

(The Lord Will Not Share His Glory) 
 

1When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer to 

Ashdod. 2Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house 

of Dagon and set it up beside Dagon. 3And when the people of Ashdod rose early 

the next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the 

ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4But when 

they rose early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on 

the ground before the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his 

hands were lying cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to 

him.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

   Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE LESSON                 1 Timothy 2:3-7 
 

(Through the One Mediator God Desires All to Be Saved) 
 

3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all 

people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one 

God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 

time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I 

am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE  

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”             LSB #816 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                    John 14:1-13 

 

(I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life, No One Comes to the Father Except through Me) 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  
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2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said 

to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 

in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I 

do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son.  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CATECHISM       

First Commandment with Explanation 
 

You shall have no other gods. 

 

What does this mean? 

We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Thy Strong Word”                                                                          LSB #578 (v. 1-3) 
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SERMON    

“The Exclusive Inclusive Truth about Christianity” 

John 3:16-18 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        

“Thy Strong Word”                                                                          LSB #578 (v. 4-6) 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION PREPARATION VERSE 

“What Is This Bread”            LSB #629 (v. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”              LSB #680 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                LSB #618 
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“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                     LSB #637 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN   

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                       LSB #924 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


