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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Andrew Frerichs – vicar@vestavialutheran.org   

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER:  Melanie Goodson - bookkeeper@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the sanctuary at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes will resume on August 21st.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 
The Spiritually Vibrant Home -- Week 2: “Loud Tables” 

August 21, 2022 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN            

“Shepherd of Tender Youth”                             LSB #864 (v. 1,3,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 So now, and till we die, 

Sound we Your praises high 

     And joyful sing: 

Infants and all the throng, 

Who to the Church belong, 

Unite to swell the song 

     To Christ, our king! 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  
 

 “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 

  Do it all for the glory of God.”                              ~1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Amen. 
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INTROIT                                                     ~select verses from Psalm 36 
 

How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 

The children of mankind take refuge  

in the shadow of Your wings. 

 

They feast on the abundance of Your house, 

and You give them drink from the river of Your delights. 

 

For with You is the fountain of life; 

in Your light do we see light. 

 

Oh, continue Your steadfast love to those who know You, 

and Your righteousness to the upright of heart! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious Father, Your Son grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with 

God and all people. Bless, guide, and govern the children and young 

people of Your Church by Your Holy Spirit, that they may grown in grace 

and in the knowledge of Your Word. Grant that they may serve You well 

and usefully, developing their talents not for their own sakes but to Your 

glory and for the welfare of their neighbor. Protect and defend them from 

all danger and harm, giving Your holy angels charge over them; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.     
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                            “This Is the Feast” 
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FIRST LESSON                                                                   Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

(Heaven Is Portrayed as a Rich Banquet) 
 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 

a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all 

peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 

faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that 

he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND LESSON                                   Acts 2:42-47 
 

(Early Church Gathered for Fellowship at the Lord’s Supper and “Agape” Meal) 
 

42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed 

were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their 

possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 

homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God 

and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 

day those who were being saved. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL               Matthew 9:9-13 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

(Jesus Ate with Sinners, This Table Fellowship Demonstrated He is the Friend of Sinners) 
 

9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 

booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 
10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and 

sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 

no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I 

desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
THEME HYMN  

“O Blest the House”                                                     LSB #862 (v. 1-2,4-5) 

 

 

 

 
SERMON                       

Sermon Series: “The Spiritually Vibrant Home” 

Part 2: Loud Tables 

Acts 2:42-47 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer  
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NICENE CREED  

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

 

 

Before Communion we sing the “Sanctus.” 

Look up what “Sanctus” means. Talk about 

the meaning with others in your household. 

Why do you think we sing it right before 

communion? 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy”                LSB #507 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                     LSB #940 (v. 1-4) 
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“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”                                          LSB #704 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER          

Luther’s Morning Prayer spoken in unison 
 

I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN            

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                    LSB #922 (v. 1,3-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


