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TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 31, 2022 

 
OPENING HYMN 

“All Depends on Our Possessing”        LSB #732 (v. 1,3,6) 

 

 

 

 

 
6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
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INVOCATION  

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

 “Honor the Lord with your wealth, 

  With the firstfruits of all creation.”                               ~Proverbs 3:9 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 

 

 If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 

be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily 

and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called us to be Your children and 

heirs of Your gracious promises in Christ Jesus. Grant us Your Holy Spirit 

that we may forsake all covetous desires and the inordinate love of riches. 

Deliver us from the pursuit of passing things that we may seek the 

kingdom of Your Son and trust in His righteousness and so find 

blessedness and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14, 2:18-26 
 

(Wealth Is Vanity Apart from the Lord) 
 

2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my 

heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an 

unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I 

have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a 

striving after wind. 

18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the 

man who will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? 

Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. 

This also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all 

the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled 

with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by 

someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a 

man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 
23For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night 

his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 
24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find 

enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God,  
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255for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment?  
26For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, 

but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to 

give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 
EPISTLE                             2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
 

(Generosity Encouraged) 
 

6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made 

up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 

all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 

his righteousness endures forever.” 

10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 

your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will 

be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce 

thanksgiving to God.  

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 
ALLELUIA VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                  Luke 12:13-21 
 

(The Parable of the Rich Fool) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.”  
14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And 

he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for 

one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told 

them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And 

he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 

will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself 

and is not rich toward God.” 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        

  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CATECHISM 

        

The Ninth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor's house. 

  

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get 

our neighbor's inheritance or house, or get it in a way which 

only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping 

it. 
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The Tenth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox 

or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
  

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force 

away our neighbor's wife, workers, or animals, or turn them 

against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        

“What Is the World to Me”                                                           LSB #730 (v. 1,3-4) 
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SERMON              “Parable of the Rich Fool” 

Luke 12:13-21 

Rev. Michael D. Ahlemeyer 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Truly, O Lord, we do not deserve Your kindness, for we have sinned against 

You and are no more worthy to be called Your children. You have given us 

untold treasures on this earth, yet we are so busy collecting them that we 

often forget that they come from You. We often forget that our 

accumulated wealth and possessions cannot redeem our souls. We have 

often coveted earthly wealth to the neglect of Your Word and sacraments. 

We have been selfish by not sharing our treasure with You and with 

others. Because of the competition for earthly things, we have often 

become angry with our neighbor and been guilty of slander. For these and 

all our transgressions against Your holy will, forgive us, O Lord.  
 

Breathe within us a spirit of contentment. Having food and clothing, let us 

be content. Give us faith to share with You the fruits of our labor. Help us 

not to begrudge the good fortune of others. Increase our awareness of the 

needs of others, and use us to alleviate the pangs of hunger so prevalent 

in our world today. 
 

Special intercessions are made with each portion concluding: 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer.  
 

Breathe a spirit of contentment into the council of nations, and grant all a 

spirit of generosity.  

 May there be peace on earth. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



9 

 

THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

 



10 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”            LSB #686 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”         LSB #743 (v. 1,4,6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
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“We Give Thee but Thine Own”                                LSB #781 

 

 

 
5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace, 

    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this holy 

Sacrament. Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as 

You live in us. May Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to 

life everlasting. Hear us for the sake of Your name.    

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN   

“Take My Life and Let It Be”                                              LSB #783 (v. 1,4-6)  

 

 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
DISMISSAL 

 God in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 


