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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER (position open) - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 17, 2022 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN   

“With the Lord Begin Your Task”                         LSB #869 (v. 1-2,4) 
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INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.   

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Let us confess our failures, fears, and weaknesses to God.  Let us seek 

God's mercy and grace that we may be forgiven and live in peace.  

I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. 

I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. 

My Lord’s name I have not honored as I should; 

my worship and prayers have faltered. 

I have not let His love have its way with me, 

and so my love for others has failed. 

There are those whom I have hurt, and those whom I have 

failed to help. 

My thoughts and desires have been soiled with sin. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.  

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 

the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 

to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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KYRIE 
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GLORIA        (melody of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”) 
  

"Glory be to God on high!"  This is now our joyful cry. 

 Peace to all who live on earth,  Grace and favor for new birth. 

 You we praise and glorify,  Worship you, O Lord most high. 

 Gracious Father, heav'nly King,  To your name alone we sing: 

 Praise the glory of your name,  Now and evermore the same! 
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 Jesus Christ, the Father's Son,  Sole-begotten, holy One, 

 Born on earth from realms on high,  Born true man for us to die, 

 Lamb of God, you take away  This world's sin: Grant peace we pray. 

 With the Spirit, you alone  Are most high, O God the Son, 

 And the Father, God above.  Praise we now your glorious love. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also be with you. 

 

Grant us, O Lord, the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one things 

needful, that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Genesis 18:1-10a 
 

1And the LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door 

of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 

three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 

door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have 

found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a 

morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass 

on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs 

of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took 

a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 
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8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 

them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 
10The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 

your wife shall have a son.”  
  

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE READING                    Colossians 2:21-29  
 

21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he 

has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy 

and blameless and above reproach before him, 23if indeed you continue in the 

faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you 

heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 

Paul, became a minister. 
24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what 

is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of 

which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given 

to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the mystery hidden for 

ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to 

make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning 

everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone 

mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 

works within me. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL PREPARATION SONG 

“Open Our Eyes”               
 

 Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, 

 To reach out and touch him and say that we love him. 

 Open our ears, Lord, help us to listen.  

 Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 10:38-4 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the tenth chapter.    

Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat 

at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with 

much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my 

sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord 

answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 
42but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be 

taken away from her.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED         

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

 “God’s World Is Our Great Heritage”            (melody of “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”)  
 

God’s Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way, in death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, we keep its teachings pure  

Throughout all generations. 

 
SERMON         

“One Thing Is Needful, but the Other Is Not Far Behind” 

Pastor Clifford Hellmers, Pastor Emeritus 

 
HYMN 

“Beautiful Savior”                LSB #537 (v. 1)  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Lord in Your mercy,         

  hear our prayer. 

 
SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 

  Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated for the Distribution~ 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Let Us Break Bread Together” 
 

1. Let us break bread together on our knees; 

  Let us break bread together on our knees. 

  When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun, 

  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

2. Let us drink wine together on our knees 

  Let us drink wine together on our knees. 

  When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun, 

  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

3. Let us praise God together on our knees 

  Let us praise God together on our knees. 

  When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun, 

  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

     

“I Love to Tell the Story”                      LUYH #20 
 

1.  I love to tell the story of unseen things above,  

  Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 

  I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 

  It satisfies longings as nothing else can do. 

 

Refrain: 

I love to tell the story; ‘Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
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2. I love to tell the story, ‘tis pleasant to repeat 

  What seems each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 

  I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.  Refrain 

 

3. I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

  Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

  And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

‘Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.  Refrain 

 
“Jesus Loves Me” 
 

1. Jesus loves me!  This I know,  For the Bible tells me so. 

  Little ones to Him belong;  They are weak, but He is strong. 

  

  Refrain: 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus love me! 

  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

2. Jesus loves me!  He who died  Heaven’s gates to open wide. 

  He has washed away my sin,  Lets His little child come.  Refrain. 

 

“God Is So Good” 
 

1. God is so good, God is so good, 

  God is so good, He’s so good to me. 

  

2.  He cares for me, he cares for me, 

He cares for me, He’s so good to me. 
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3.  He loves me so, He loves me so, 

He loves me so, He’s so good to me. 

 

4.  I praise His name, I praise His name, 

I praise His name, He’s so good to me. 

 
“Father, I Adore You” 

 

1.  Father, I adore You,  Lay my life before You. 

How I love You! 

 

2.  Jesus, I adore You,  Lay my life before You. 

How I love You! 

 

3.  Spirit, I adore You, Lay my life before You. 

How I love You! 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSIVING 

Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung your praise in the sanctuary 

may glorify you in the world, that the ears which have heard the voice of 

your songs may be closed to the voice of clamor and dispute, that the 

eyes which have seen your great love may also behold your blessed hope, 

that the tongues which have confessed your name may ever speak the 

truth, and that the bodies of all who have tasted of your Son’s living body 

and blood may be restored to newness of life; through the same Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever.   

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

The blessings of almighty God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.       

Amen.   

 
CLOSING HYMN         

 “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                           LSB #923 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 


