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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF VESTAVIA HILLS 
201 So. Montgomery Highway Birmingham, Alabama 35216 

Church office:  205-823-1883       PreSchool/MDO:  205-791-5200 

Web Site: www.vestavialutheran.org 

WORSHIP:  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:15 a.m.  

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday 

 

 

 

PASTOR: The Reverend Michael D. Ahlemeyer – pastor@vestavialutheran.org   text:  205-201-8866 

PASTOR EMERITUS: The Reverend Clifford Hellmers – vestluth@juno.com  205-422-4951  

VICAR:  Josh Makey – jmakey@vestavialutheran.org  716-923-3815 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Ruth Johnson – ruthinbham@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MOTHER’S DAY OUT: Brooke Heisler – bheisler@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Leigh Walter – lwalter@vestavialutheran.org 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ASSISTANT:  Amy Alvis - aalvis@vestavialutheran.org  

BOOK KEEPER (position open) - pshivers@vestavialutheran.org 

ADOPTED MEDICAL MISSIONARIES - Arianna and David Shirk, Madeline & Annabelle - shirkdavid@gmail.com 
 

 
a 

TO OUR GUESTS:  We offer you a warm welcome in the name of Jesus.  Please sign the Friendship 

Register.  If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to have you become a part of our 

church family. Please feel free to speak with the Pastor about membership in our congregation.  If you 

do have a church home, we pray that God will bless you as you continue your growth in faith and love.   

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   Adult Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m.   Children, Confirmation,   

l      and Youth Classes meet downstairs in the Sunday School classrooms.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH and NURSERY   Following the Children’s Message, all children ages 3-7 are invited 

to Children’s Church downstairs.  They will return to the sanctuary after the sermon.  A nursery attendant 

is provided for children ages birth to 3 years during our 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services.   

 

 

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized Christians who acknowledge their sinfulness, trust in Christ as 

their Savior, and who recognize the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the bread and wine to 

join us at the Communion table.  The practice of our congregation is to place the bread into the 

extended hand of the communicant.  The wine is offered in individual cups; please take one from the 

tray as it is offered by the Elder.  The cups in the center of the tray are filled with non-alcoholic wine, in 

consideration of persons who should not drink wine.  Also, children who have not received Communion 

instruction are invited to come to the Communion rail, fold their hands and receive a blessing. 
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The Lutheran Church of Vestavia Hills 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 26, 2022 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN            

“God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons”                         LSB #682 (v. 1-2,5) 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Make them apostles, heralds of Your cross; 

    Forth let them go to tell the world of grace. 

Inspired by You, may they count all but loss 

    And stand at last with joy before Your face. 
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+HOLY BAPTISM+  

(10:30 a.m.) 

Sophia Sohee Hogan 

Daughter of Herrin & Jamin Hogan 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, 

to work with us in His Kingdom. 

 

INVOCATION (8:00 a.m.) 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (8:00 a.m.)  

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 
  

 Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   Who made heaven and earth. 
 

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

O almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
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 Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

   Amen. 

 
PSALMODY (8:00 a.m.)                 ~select verses from Psalm 16 
 

Preserve me, O God, 

for in you I take refuge. 

 

I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

I have no good apart from you.” 

 

As for the saints in the land, 

they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. 

 

I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

in the night also my heart instructs me. 

 

I have set the LORD always before me; 

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

my flesh also dwells secure. 

 

You make known to me the path of life; 

in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
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GLORIA PATRI (8:00 a.m.) 

 

 

 
KYRIE (8:00 a.m.)  

 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (8:00 a.m.)         
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BAPTISMAL HYMN  (10:30 a.m.)                                           LSB #596 (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 

    
 

 

Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft into 

our hearts the love of Your name and nourish us with all goodness that we 

may love and serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                   1 Kings 19:9b-21 
 

(The Lord Speaks to Elijah) 
 

9And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said to him, “What are 

you doing here, Elijah?” 10He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God 

of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and 

they seek my life, to take it away.” 11And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount 

before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind 

tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD 

was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in 

the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. 

And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when Elijah heard it, he 

wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 

And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the 

people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 

your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to 

take it away.” 15And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 

wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king 

over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, 

and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in 

your place. 17And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put 

to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to 

death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not 

bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 

plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. 

Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 20And he left the oxen and ran 

after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow 

you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21And he 
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returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and 

boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they 

ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.       

  Thanks be to God.  

 

EPISTLE                         Galatians 5:1,13-25 
 

(Christ Has Set Us Free to Walk by the Spirit) 
 

1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again 

to a yoke of slavery. 
13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14For the whole law 

is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you bite 

and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 
16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 

are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 

doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 

rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. 

I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things 

there is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.        

  Thanks be to God.  
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ALLELUIA VERSE   

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                    Luke 9:51-62 

(The Cost of Following Jesus) 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter. 

    
 

51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem.  
52And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the 

Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53But the people did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54And when his disciples James and 

John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from 

heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56And they went 

on to another village. 
57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he 

said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60And 

Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let 

me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts 

his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.        
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APOSTLES’ CREED (8:00 a.m.)        

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day 

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                                         LSB #549 (v. 1-4,6) 
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6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

[To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all.] 

 

SERMON                       

“A Lesson from Elijah:  Power vs. Authority” 

1 Kings 19:9b-21 

Vicar Joshua Makey 

 

OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

  Amen.  

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~please be seated for the Distribution~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                          LSB #618 
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“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                     LSB #637 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Distribution Hymns continue on the following page~ 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (continued) 

 

“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”                       LSB #632 

 

 

 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING (8:00 a.m.) 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. 

 Amen.  

 
 

 



18 

 

++  LC-MS NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING COMMISSIONING  ++ 

(10:30 a.m.) 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The LORD bless you and keep you;       

 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;   

 The LORD look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  
 

 

 
~the service continues on the following page with the Closing Hymn~ 
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CLOSING HYMN            

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                                   LSB #643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


